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A Palestinian woman in Rginfltbh ? OB the West Bank, displaying a Koran during a protest Friday against the killing of civilians in Lebanon. 
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Question in Italy: Just What Will Vote Change J 


By Celestme Bohlen 

•• Hew YorkTanes Service 


ROME -— i On Sunday, when poBs open far Italy's 
thud parliamentary ejections in four years, there will 

vote^^^^^ra^etectioos really necessary; and 
what wiH-fteyprove? '■■’■■■■' 

For acoimtry fluttrecendy weal through whatsome 
were calling a political revolution, such dispirited 
questioning of democracy’s most hallowed ritual may 
seem sraprisrog...- . - . 

ises have tadftbSjfk 48jxtiUian voters to wonderfrow 


Tralfam government in knots. 


See ITALY, Page 5 
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US.BidM 

North Korea 


Yehsin Supports 
Global Test Ban 


CavfOai by 0*r Stiff Fra* PbfWdlB 

THE HAGUE — Secretary of State 
Warren M. Christopher sought Ch i n a’s 
approval Friday far fra ur-way Korean 
peace talks, but Chinese oracials m- 
dicated that they would not try to im- 
pose a settlement on North Korea. 

Foreign Minister Qian Qicben said 
the talks “can only be realized” when 
the parties “directly concerned" — the 
two Koreas — settled their differences. 

His statement indicated that Beijing 
would not posh its ally , North Korea, into 
the peace talks proposed by President 
Bill Clinton this week. 

On other issues, Mr. Christopher said 
he was “disappointed in the lack of 
progress” on. human rights in China. Btn 
jie reaffirmed that the Clinton admin-. 
Sstration would seek to renew China’s 
most-favored-nation trading status 
again. Mr. Clinton delinked this from 
human-rights issues two years ago. 

Mr. Christopher described most- 
favored -nation status as based on the 
“principle of commitment of open 
trade” and added that it was “important' 
for us. to improve U.S. entry into 
Chinese markets and to make progress 
on other areas, including intellectual 
property rights.” . 

Mr. Qian also raised questions about 
the new security declaration s igne d 
Wednesday by Mr. Clinton and Rome 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto of Japan. 

If the accord meant that Japan was 
proclaiming a responsibility for A sia's 
peace through a military partnership ; 
with Washington, he said, * it would 
give rise to big problems.” . ■ 

But he deflected a question about an . 
editorial in People’s Daily accusi n g the 
United Stales of seeking to dominate the 
world. He said newspaper editorials did 


MOSCOW (Reuters) — President 
Boris N. .Yeltsin formally backed a 
global ban on all nuclear tests for die 
first time Friday, but said-that Russia 
reserved the right to resume such tests 
and opt out of a planned test ban treaty 
if its interests were threatened. 

At negotiations in Geneva that are 
aimed at producing a test ban treaty 
tins year. Western powers and others 
have supported a ban on nuclear tests. 
Until now, Russia had not formally 
joined them. 

“In the interest of speeding up pre- 
paration” of (he treaty, Mr. Yeltsin 
said in a statement read out by his press 
secretary, *T declare that Russia sup- 
ports a ban on any test explosions of 
any nuclear weapons and any other 
nuclear explosions,” But Mr. Yeltsin 
said "Russia would resume nuclear 
tests, if needed, and would withdraw 
from a future treaty if necessary. 
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REMEMBERING THE VICTIMS — The family of George Michael 
Howard on Friday at the sate of the bombing of the federal buflding in 
Ohlahoma City, where he and 167 others were killed ayear ago. Page 3. 
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Push for Cease-Fire 
In South Lebanon 
Makes Progress 

Israelis Temper Their Attacks 
As Diplomatic Pressure Builds 


By John Lancaster 

Washington Pen Sen ice 


reel’s nine-day campaign to end rocket 


BEIRUT — A day after Israeli ar- 
tillery shells killed more than 100 
refugees in a United Nations compound 
in southern Lebanon, violence in the area 
slackened as diplomatic efforts to obtain 
a cease-fire showed signs of progress. 

Although Shiite Muslim guerrillas 
launched more than 50 rockets into north- 
ern Israel overnight, Israel responded 
with relative restraint, firing considerably 
fewer artillery shells into southern Le- 
banon than on previous days, according 
id a UN spokesman, Michael LindvaH 
On the diplomatic front, world lead- 
ers attending a nuclear-safety summit 


attacks by the Iranian-backed group 
known as Hezbollah, or Party of God, 
the shelibursts killed 105 men, women 
and children and wounded more than 
100 others, including four Hjiian peace- 
keepers, according to the latest UN 
co uhl Israel said it nad fired in response 
to Katyusha rockets launched from a 
position near the compound 

Television images of shattered chil- 
dren and weeping UN workers have bad 
a galvanizing effect on world leaders, 
including President Bill Clinton, who 
abandoned Ins earlier support for the 
Israeli offensive and called on both 
sides to hold their fire. 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres has said 
that if Hezbollah stopped firing, Israel 
would observe a cease-fire, alter which 
the two sides would negotiate an agree- 
ment 

[Mr. Peres said in a television in- 
terview Friday that he had indications 
that a truce was closer. The Associated 
Press reported. “There is no certainty, 
but there is a chance,” be said. 

{Israel's Channel 2 televirion network 
said that an agreement had been reached 
on a temporary cease-fire for the dur- 
ation of the new Mideast shuttle of the 
U.S. secretary of state, Warren M. Chris- 
topher. Mr. Christopher said later that 
Israel had agreed to a cease-fire on con- 


meeting in Moscow issued a joint plea 
for an immediate cease-fire, as Syria 


much their votes count, and whether their politicians Now, after a tortuous campaign, the question has 
deserve them. become even more acute, and the answer no less certain. 

Doubts about there elections were already apparent No polls have been published since March 31, but 
two months ago when President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro. according to a common* educated guess, neither one of 
abandoning his last effort to parch together a new the two main coalitions — the Olive Tree on the center- 
interim government of nonelected techmtians, set the left, and the Freedom Alliance on the center-right — is 
— -h ' — — — ■ Iikety to get the majority necessary to form a lasting and 

NEWS ANALYSIS effective govermnent. 

: The extent of Italy s continuing political paralysis 

dan* for the vote. Back then, many commentators and . may not be immediately apparent in die days after the 
jxtiilirians predicted that new elections would only elections. With even the slightest of margins, a victory 
reproduce, the same stalemate, die same hung Par- for the Olive Tree will be a historic moment, marking 
I jamenr that for the last several" months had tied the - ... 


for an immediate cease-fire, as Syria 
and Lebanon hinted at their willingness 
to curb the guerrillas and Israel, too, 
appeared ready to soften its terms. 

After meeting with the French for- 
eign mini ster, Hervd de Charene, in 
Damascus on Friday, Syria's chief dip- 
lomat, Faro uk Sharaa, told Reuters: “I 
hope that a cease-fire would be reached 
in hours and not days.” 

The flurry of diplomatic activity fol- 
lowed an incident Thursday in which 
Israeli gunners accidentally shelled a UN 
compound packed with refugees in the 
village of Qana, 10 kilometers (6 miles) 
southeast of the port city of Tyre. 

By far die bloodiest episode of Is- 


See LEBANON. Page 5 


Hi-Tech Glitch to Blame? 

The Israeli Error Behind Refugees ’ Deaths 


By John Mintz 

Washington Poa Servke 


WASHINGTON — Israeli Army of- 
ficials have boasted in recent days that 
the U^. -built radar batteries directing 
their return fire against Katyusha rock- 
ets shot from southern Lebanon were 
capable of “surgical” accuracy. 

But the explosion of an Israeli ar- 
tillery shell Thursday in a United Na- 
tions compound in southern Lebanon, 
which killed scores of refugees, raised 
questions about whether die Israelis 
nave depended too heavily on high- 
technology weapons in the battles along 
their northern border. 

“I think it was too much reliance on 
high technology,” said Timor GokseL 
spokesman for the UN forces in Le- 
banon. “I don't think it was intention- 
al.” 

United Nations officials said the 
compound where the refugees were 
killed was about 400 yards from die 
Katyusha rocket battery that the Israelis 
were aiming for. Hezbollah, or Party of 
God, guerrillas had been firing Katy- 
ushas from that battery into northern 


Israel shortly before die Israeli coun- 
terattack. 

Several of the Israeli shells “overshot 
the mark.” said die Israeli Army chief 
of staff. Lieutenant General Amnon 
Shahak. 

Israeli officials say they fired their 
155-mm artillery guided by a compu- 
terized radar system built by Hughes 
Electronics Coirp., called the TQP-37 
Fire finder. It tracks the trajectory of 
incoming rockets, locales their source 
and directs counter-fire to that point. 

The Ftrefinder “counter-battery” 
system, developed in the late 1970s, 
consists of a five-ton vehicle that pulls a 
trailer with an antenna, according to 
Jane's Defense Weekly. It has been 
deployed by U.S. forces in the Gulf War 
and in Bosnia, and is in use by the armed 
forces of seven nations besides Israel, 
including Saudi Arabia, Jordan and 
China. 

The Israelis have bad it since the late 
1980s. 

But the systems become less accurate 
the farther they are from the source of 


See SHELLS, Page 5 


Early Americans 9 Traces 
Found in Amazon Cave 


By John Noble Wtiford 

New York Times Service 


NEW YORK — Digging in a cave 
near the Amazon River in Brazil, ar- 
chaeologists have found stone weapons, 
rock paintings and other traces of wh&i 
may have been one of the earliest human 
cultures in die Americas. The discovery 
could revise thinking — and stir more 
controversy — about the lives and mi- 
grations of the first Americans. 

The excavations yielded evidence 
that the ancient Americans who reg- 
ularly camped in the cave led lives dis- 


A German National Tradition Threatens to Dry Up 


See CHINA, PageS 
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FRANKFURT — Like Midas. German brewers 
for centuries have been alchemists who could make 
something golden from dusty sacks of grain. 

But lately, one thing die nation’s world-famous 
breweries cannot seem to make is a profit 
There is a cririsbrewing in the land of^ Oktoberfest 
Germans are drinking less beer, a trend that is. 
pushing beer prices into die teller . Half the nation's 
brewers are losing money, and many have gone out 
of business/The rest are surviving on pretzel -thin 
profit margins. 

The liquidity crisis is not just financial. If each 
brewery brewed at capacity, there would be twice as 
much beer swilling around than Germans are willing 
to drink, according to Andrew Hampp, a beer analyst 
in Munich for die Roland Berger & Partner man- 
agement consulting group. 

The predicamenr is perhaps most evident in Bav- 


aria, which boasts more breweries in a single state 
than most countries have altogether. Bavaria, home 
to more than 700 of Germany ’s 1 .243 breweries, saw 
42 go out of business last year, according to figures 
from the Deutsche Brauer-Bund, a Bonn-based in- 
dustry lobby. 

Competition is fierce in a nation where it would 
take 1 3_5 years to sample a different brew each day. 
In the next 15 years, Roland Berger estimates that 
Germany will lose half its breweries. 

Brau und Bnmnen AG, the nation's biggest beer 
brewing group, announced this week that it would 
omit a 1995 dividend and planned to sell off some of 
its brewing operations to turn things around- Brau 
und Bnmnen has dribbled only losses in its beer 
operations since the Beriln Wall foil, although its soft 
drinks and mineral waters make money. 

“In the last five years, we have closed many brew- 
eries,” said Bemd Weber, a company spokesman. 

Do not assume that the nation's record unem- 
ployment might cause more Germans to find solace 


in a jar of mellowing elixir. It is not so. Per capita. 
Germans have lost their title as the world's biggest 


Germans have lost their title as the world's biggest 
beer drinkers to the neighboring Czech Republic, 
which boasts the city of Pilsen. one of the world's 
ancient brewing capitals. 

The average German drinks less than 140 Liters 
(294 pints) of beer a year, down from 145 liters a 
decade ago. The change is partly generational as 
younger, health-minded Germans eschew the bever- 
age of their parents. The trend toward moderation, a 
backlash against drunken driving, and a popularity of 
soft drinks have dried up the market, industry ex- 
ecutives say. 

As the industry loses jobs, it also loses its historic 
variety. Nongolden beers have been (he hardest hit 
Connoisseurs of trappist ales and other amber and 
dark beers can hardly find them anymore because 
few breweries outside Dortmund, the capital of dark 
beer, are willing to brew them. 


tinct from the big-game hunters who 
roamed the plains and hills of western 
North America at the same time, about 
11,000 years ago. 

These Amazonian people lived off 
the fruits and nuts and small game of the 
tropical forest and took fish and turtles 
from the river. 

Their paintings on the cave wails are 
thought to be the earliest reliably dated 
examples of art yet found in die Amer- 
icas. The earliest European cave paint- 
ings are believed to be more than 30,000 
years old. 

The findings, reported Friday in the 
journal Science, challenge the widely 
held assumption, based on knowledge 
of an ancient group of North Americans 
called the Clovis people, that the earliest 
Americans were primarily specialized 
big-game hunters who lived in open, 
temperate country and could not have 
sustained a culture in the humid tropics, 
where large animals were scarce. 

They had supposedly migrated across 
the Bering Strait from Asia in pursuit of 
mam moths and mastodons, settled in 
North America and then moved into 
South America, still a hunting society 
and living mainly in (he highlands. 
These hunters were presumed to be the 
forerunners of all subsequent cultures in 
South America. 

Bui a team of archaeologists, led by 
Dr. Anna C- Roosevelt of the Field 
Museum in Chicago and the University 
of Illinois reported radiocarbon dates of 
material in the Brazilian cave dial in- 
dicated that early paleo- Indians there 
were contemporaries of the Clovis 
people with a distinctive foraging eco- 


See SUDS, Page S 
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Life in the Slow Lane: From London to Bath, Traffic Clogs Britain 


Ida* 10 


By Fred Barb ash 

Washington Post Sendee 


LONDON — There is a monster loose that is 
threatening the cities mid the towns of Britain, its 
national heritage, its animals, its health and its 
wealth. 

it is called traffic. 

It is worst, of course, where you would expect: 
in London, around the city, on the circular high- 
way, the M25; and in die city itself, where the 
average speed of rush hour traffic is 16 kilo- 
meters (10 miles) an hour, when it is moving at 
alL 

But it is bad where you least expect it, too: in 
once-placid towns like Cambridge, Oxford, 
Greenwich and Bath: in national paries; in the 
great moors of lore and legend, like Dartmoor, 


the setting for “The Hound of the Bask- 
ervilles.” Any hound venturing into it today 
risks life and limb, according to a recent study, 
which said that 300 sheep, ponies and cattle 
were killed by speeding cars mere last year. 

With the gridlock of traffic has come a grid- 
lock of studies. Most popular are those about 
“road rage.” According to one recent survey, 
roughly three-quarters of the population per- 
ceive themselves to have been the victims of 
abuse from other drivers. 

Road rage is second only to the subject 
dubbed “die Americanization*' of British chil- 
dren — how they all want to be driven every- 
where now, and are. 

Coming in a close third are anguished repons 
by groups like the National Trust for Places of 
Historic Interest or Natural Beauty, worrying 


that Britain's countryside is rat the verge of 
being paved over. 

Few disagree that British traffic is a monster, 
but talk of how to slay it has brought no con- 
sensus. The solution of business and the gov- 
ernment is more roads. They lobby, and issue 
reports saying that congestion is costing com- 


merce billions of pounds a year. 

The solution of environmentalists is to stop 
road construction entirely. 

Mass car ownership arrived here relatively 
late. At tire beginning of the 1980s, there were 
roughly 281 cars and vans per 1,000 population. 
Bylbemid 1990s, the figure had increased by 40 
percent, to nearly 400 per 1,000. 

4 'Realistically, the main effort needs to be 
reducing the use of cars,’ ’ said Michael Ashley, 
environment undersecretary for the Association 


of District Councils, the country's local gov- 
ernments. “There are too many people going to 
work and coming back on them own. lae U.S. 
has undertaken imaginative .schemes wfaidt 
have only been played with here.” ... 

There are few, if .any, “commuter lanes" 

restricted to cars holding more than two persons. 

Many cars still use leaded fuel. London's tans 
run on diesel fuel and sound and smell like it. 
Public transportation fares have been rising all 
over Britain, while the quality of service, by aB 

accounts, is declining. 

To appreciate ihe problem, one has to see, reel 
and breathe it. 

Conside r, for example, a visit to Bath. You 
think you are getting “out in the country" aa the 
train speeds out of. London on a' misty spring" 
mor nin g . As you arri ve at the station 90.minutes 


away, from the window you can see a winding 


streets leading into tire MBs. 

The stnprire comes when you ny to cross the ' 
street from tire station into the town — and 
cannot move, because of tire traffic; or when you ■ 
try to conduct a conversation on the sidewalk, 
and cannot hear; or try topfotograph an old 
building andcannot get a shotthat does not have "■ 
a truck in it. 

. The tourist towns, tike Bath, are the most ; 

hazardous. Eloeais of toor bores jostle with tire 
trades arid cars on tie harrow streets. Because 
Bath s geologically a kmd of saucer — where. 
the air settiesm the middle— the finnes from all 
this tend to jnsr sic there, wafting to be inhaled. ' . 

Bath, the spa to vm once , though* to restore • 
health, has become hazardous to it 


At Chernobyl, Another Time Bomb 

Everyone Agrees It Must Close, but When, and Who Pays? 


By James Rupert 

Washington Post Service 


KIEV — Western and Ukrainian of- 
ficials agree: Ten years after a reactor at 
the Cbemobyl power station exploded 
in the world’s worst nuclear accident, 
the plant remains one of the planet's 
most dangerous nuclear installations. 
They just do not quite agree on why. 

Western officials say the most urgent 
problem is Chernobyl’s two working 
reactors, which have the flawed design 
of the one that exploded and are poorly 
maintained. This spring, the Chernobyl 
plant is so short of money that it has put 
off for three months a scheduled main- 
tenance overhaul on Reactor No. 3 and 
has left employees unpaid. 

Ukraine says the reactors are working 
safely enough. Instead, it stresses that 
the 20-story concrete tomb over the 
destroyed reactor — it is called the 
“sarcophagus" and was buOt to keep 
deadly radiation from escaping — is 
deteriorating faster than expected, and 
will survive only 10 to 15 more years. 

Amid a welter of nuclear safety prob- 
lems in the former Soviet bloc — in- 
cluding smuggling of radioactive ma- 
terials and security of nuclear weapons 
— Chernobyl remains a high priority. 
But efforts to make the plant safer have 
been slowed by disagreement over the 
source of its dangers and who will pay to 
fix them. 

Western governments, especially in 
Europe, are pressing Ukraine to shut 


down Chernobyl’s two operating re- 
actors. Ukraine has accused die West of 
obsessing over die reactors, noting that 
13 others of the same design operate in 
die former Soviet Union without such 
pressure from the West. Instead, 
Ukraine is pushing the West to help pay 
to replace the tomb that protects the 
environment from the intensely radio- 
active remains of Reactor No. 4, which 
blew up in 1986. 

Western European emphasis mi clos- 
ing the working reactors “is a natural 
position," a European diplomat said. 

“Our populations also were put at 
risk in the 1986 accident,’’ the diplomat 
said, when a radioactive plume drifted 
over the c ontine nt. The env ir o nm ental 
hazards of the decaying sarcophagus 
threaten primarily Ukraine and neigh- 
boring Belarus. 

Ukraine decided in 1992 to close 
Cbemobyl the following year. But with 


the country impoverished and desper- 
ately short of affordable energy, legis- 
lators reversed the decision only 10 
weeks before the plant was to stop op- 
erations. 

Closing the reactors and losing die 
5,000 jobs they provide remains a polit- 
ically painful step. Still, in December, 
after years of negotiations. Ukraine 
signed a non binding memorandum with 
the Group of Seven largest industri- 
alized nations and die European Union 
to close Chernobyl by 2000. 

The Western nations and their lend- 
ing institutions have promised to help 


G7 to Act on Nuclear Smuggling 


Agence France-Presse 

MOSCOW — The Group of Seven 
leaders meeting here to discuss nuclear 
safety issues will adopt a plan to combat 
the smuggling of radioactive sub- 
stances, which experts say often ori- 
ginates in die former Soviet Union. 

Moscow has repeatedly denied West- 
ern charges that security is lax at Russian 
nuclear facilities. 

The plan is to be adopted Saturday at 
the end of the gathering, which brings 
together the leaders of Russia and the 
most advanced industrialized countries. 


In 1994, more than 250 cases of il- 
legal trafficking in nuclear substances 
were uncovered in Germany and in Feb- 
ruary of this year more than eight kilo- 
grams (17.6 pounds) of plutonium were 
seized in Vienna. 

Last month, die CIA named Iran. Iraq 
and, to a lesser extent. Noth Korea and 
Libya as potential customers for nuclear 
contraband. 

Germany, because of its position in 
the heart of Europe and its strong cur- 
rency, is a main shipment point for 
smugglers. 


both in funding the shutdown and in 
compensating for the loss of 
Chernobyl's production, which is about 
5 percent of Ukraine’s electricity sup- 
ply. So far, the Western donors have 
earmarked about S3 biflioru mostly in 
loans, to streamline Ukraine’s ineffi- 
cient energy sector and complete con- 
struction of two reactors at other 
Ukrainian nuclear plants. 

In recent months, some American 
and European officials who HmI with 
Ukraine on these issues have expressed 
greater sympathy for its need to pre- 
serve jobs for Chernobyl’s workers. 

Ihe Group of Seven has invited Pres- 
ident Leon id Kuchma of Ukraine to 
Moscow for the summit conference on 
nuclear safety issues now under way, 
largely “for a general reaffirmation of 
the commitments already made’ ’ to 
close Chernobyl, a Western diplomat 
said. 

[President Leonid Kuchma on Friday 
said Ukraine would make good on its 
pledge to close the Cbemobyl reactors, 
Reuters reported from Kiev. 

[Mr. Kuchma said Cbemobyl’s two 
working reactors operated safely 10 
years after the nuclear accident. But his 
comments were the first high-level ad- 
mission in Ukraine that the type of re- 
actors used at Chernobyl, winch are also 
used in Russia and Lithuania, still had 
defects. 

[“The station will be closed, def- 
initely," Mr. Kuchma said,* “on con- 
dition drat a whole series of questions is 
resolved. I have no doubts about 
this.’’] 

Western and Ukrainian nuclear spe- 
cialise say safety upgrades that fol- 
lowed the 1986 accident now prevent a 
recurrence of that disaster. 

Still, Western specialists say, 
ChemobyPs safety is so flawed that the 
plant should be shut down as soon as 
possible. 

Disturbingly, die plant “is postpon- 
ing the annual fnarntenn nra outage for 
Reactor 3 from March 4 until sometime 
in June," said Laurin Dodd, manager of 
the international midear safety program 
at the U.S. government’s Pacific North- 
west National Laboratory in Richland, 
Washington. 
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Mr. Major and Mr. Yeltsin seemed to agree on one tbii^ astb^gestraednfferanK^tfaig.hLtbeXremlin. 


Yeltsin Digs In on Obj ection to 


Reuters 

MOSCOW — President Boris N. 
Yeltsin told Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor of Britain on Friday that Moscow 
remained categorically opposed to the 
planned eastward expansion of the 
North A tlanti c Treaty Organization. 

“Russia is ready to wade oat a prac- 
tical partnership with NATO, box it 
categorically objects to the expansion 
of this militar y-political bloc and the 
ap proach of its military infrastructure 
to Russian borders,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

The Kremlin leader, quoted by his 
press service, stressed tbk new Euro- 
pean security mechanisms should rule 
out the possibility of “new division 


lines" being drawn. Russia. . sees.. 
NATO’s incorporation of framer Soviet 
allies as a direct threat to its security.- 
Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Major met cn 
the ntfcliiM»$ of a owntnit meeting of 
leaders of the Group of Seven indus- 
trial nations, plus ninmia and Illrarirm, . 

to discuss nuclear safety. - 
Mr. Major, in an interview with the 
Russian weekly Argumenty i fakty,.. 
said Russia should not fear NATO’s 

planned aj p unni np . .... 

“NATO warns good and dose re- . 
lations with Russia. I don’t think there . 
is any threatening aspect at all about 
NATO expansion, nor is there any 
great hurry about it,” be said. “We are 


looki ng for co tyera ri oo with Russia/ 
he added. ' • 


■ GracbevHahsSh^i Handover 

Defense Monster EawpLS. Grachev 
hag mid Russian officials with the 
Bladt Sea fleet to stop nooning strips 
and. fedlxties to. Ubaaae, Agence 
France-Presse reported from Moscow 
Friday, quoting mterfaxSgency . 

According to Russian . military 
sotxxpc^fee minister saidlt was “use- 
less to t?ke care oC miliar y questions 
as Img as the main jnliticgl questions 
— tiwst^iBoffoeRiiaaaanpaitoftfae 
fleet and its pool. — .. are not re- 
solved:” - • 


vVy ■rv.* :.-' 




Sergei Parashru, the plant manager, 
and tus operation stOl suffer from a 
Soviet-inherited culture that put a low 
priority on safety. Mr. Dodd said. “His 
first priority is not the safety of die plant 
but taking care of the 30,000 people," 
he said, referring to employees ana then- 
families who depend on it for their live- 
lihood. 

While many of Chernobyl's prob- 
lems are typical of fanner Soviet power 


plants, one is unique:. tfac^cmmbtiTfgV 
300,000- ton sarcophagus over die 
mains of Reactor No.4. 

A collapse of die tomb would raise a 
highly radioactive dust doad that would 
recontaminate dte environment for per- 
haps 20 to 30 miles around, scientists 
said. 

Theoretically, such a collapse — - or a 
drift of unstable debris within the sarj- 
cophagos — could concentrate a critical 


t- flic , OTinAfigg;*--frigss ^maiimiii feck censing new noc-ff 1 
bus over die re- lear fission that would emit more ra- * 


Bur the rmmeriiafr hazard is that the j 
sarcophagus is leaching radiation into ! 
the* groun dwater ti iat slowly is malting ■ 
its way to '.die .nearby Dnieper River, j 
Radioactive contamination of the • 
Dnieper would threaten drinking water * 
foir, Kiev, just downstream, and many * 
otbd-ukrainian cities. 
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New Moscow-Tokyo Treaty Talks 
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a-m. Sunday School for children and 
Nursery cane. Third Sunday 5 p.m. 
Evensong. 23, avenue George V, 
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MOSCOW — Russia and Japan will revive talks aiming 
to bring World War II hostilities to a formal end after the 
June presidential election in Russia, Japanese Foreign 
Ministry officials said Friday. 

The officials, speaking after talks between President 
Boris N. Yeltsin and Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto, 
said the two sides still hoped that a peace treaty could be 
signal But they said the new round of talks would get under 
way. only after the presidential election. “Japan wants to 
avoid die politicization of this issue in the. course of an 
election," one official said. 

Tokyo and Moscow, locked m a dispute over the status of 
a handful of islands seized by the Soviet Union in the 
closing days of World War H, have not yet signed a peace 
treaty bringing the war to a formal conclusion. (Reuters) 


disease;' w British doctor said Friday. Many medicines are 
madensing animal tissue or senna, especially vaccines and 
insulin supp l e m e nt^ and the scare over mad cow disease — 
bovine spongiform encephalopathy' — has raised safety 
coocems. 

Dr. Anne Wickham said die thought such medication 
was safe because the purification methods used in making 
drags and injeetdrie msulin would probably kill off any 
infection even if it got into the medical supply. (Ratters) 


NATO Is Urged to Stay in Bosnia 
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Police Raid Volkswagen Office 


ULC, Strada Papa Rusu 22. 330 pju 
Cow Pastor M<b Kenner, TeL 312 3B80L 


ZURICH - SWITZSUAND 


WOLFSBURG, Germany — The headquarters of Volk- 
swagen were raided Thursday by police investigating al- 
legations that the German automaker violated a UN em- 
bargo against the rump Yugoslavia, a company spokesman 


11.8803 

Sunday 


VIENNA The NATO-led peace Implementation 
Force should stay in Bosnia-after its current mandate runs 
out in December, the head of UN peacekeeping missions 
said iiran interview published Friday. . ..... 

'Kofi Annan, a Ghanaian diplomat and former UN special 
envoy to the former Yugoslavia, told the Austrian news- 
paper Die Presse (hat a force of at least 25,000 to 30,000 
NATO-led troops should stay in Bosnia to ensure, that 
fighting does not break out again. ■ 

• ft was dear that ihe 20,000 U^. soldiers currently in 
Bosnia would be pulled entf before foe end of the year, Mr. * 
Arman said. (AFP) 


ASSOC OF Nil 
CHURCHES 


SAINT JOSEPH'S CHURCH (Roman 
Catooic). Masses; Sunday: 9*5 & 11:00 
am, 1215 A 630 pm; Satonlay: 11:00 
am & 630 pm; Monday to Friday: 630 
am 50, avenue Hoche, Paris 88 l TeL 
4SL&2&S6. Metro: Charles da Gauls - 


®j6&1130 B4MANUEL CHURCH, 1s« A 3rd Sun. 

U*” 10 am Eucharist 2nd S4to Sin Momtog 
? Prewer. 3 rua da Montooux. 12U1 Geneva, 

arraSm-TeL a*fcstettTaL4L22832807B. 


Wfeoa Ph.(05141)46416 

FRANKFURT 


TfL: (069)599479 Or 5 12552 

GENEVA 


MUNICH 


EV. LUTHERAN GHURCJ- 
20 rue VeRtina. Sundayvc 
German 11:00 in English 
3105089. 


Staff from the Braunschweig prosecutors' office had 
ordered the raid, the spokesman said. The office itself 
would only say chat a company in Wolfsburg — it did not 
specify Volkswagen — had been the target. 

The Volkswagen spokesman said ihe aHeptiq ui; were 
only a pretext for raiding the corporate headquarters, and 
added that the group had not violated the UN embargo. He 
said that since the embargo went into effect in 1992, “dear 
instructions’ ’ had gone out to aD Volkswagen managers and 
commercial partners not to challenge the ban. - (AFP) 


Threats in Rome Massacre Trial 


Mad Cows 9 and Medicine 


ROME Death threats have been, sent to civilian 
witnesses in the forthcoming trial ofafbrmer German Army 
officer. Erich Priehfce, accused of the massacre- of 335 
Italians m World War II, victims’ associations said Fri- 
day. _ V 

They said witnesses hadxeccdved threatening lettos arid 
anonymous te^ptone caflsby night. Riccardo Mancuri, a 
key witness who diuhs to have been tcatured by Mr. 
Prietike at theGestapo prison in Rome, has been aparticnlar 


target for the teeats. 

' Mr. Priehke is accu 


LONDON — Medicine manufactured in Britain using 
animal products are probably not infected with “mad cow" 


■ Mr. Priehke is accused of responsibility for dtemnrder of 
335 Italians, i nctuding 75 Jews, shot in the Ardeatine caves 
outside Rome in March 1944 in reprisal for a resistance 
attack thatlrilled 33 members of aNazi SS unit (AFP) 
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Oklahoma Bombing: Mystery Persists a Year Later 


POLITICAL /VO 


By Lois Roman o 

VfaNagum Fog Service 


OKLAHOMA <3JY : — , In . fee 
frantic days after the bombing of a 
federal building her© — even after 
the. FBI bad two prime sospects in 
custody — dozens of witnesses con- 
tinued to insistthat anotherman was 
involved. He was seen driving the 
yellow truck allegedly used in the 
blast and even emerging from the 
vehicle just moments before it ex- 
ploded. 

But an intensi ve manhunt far this 
mystery man with olive-skin and a 
baseball cap turned up nothing. And 
today, the government admits it still 
has no idea who die vium dr 
whether he even exists. They have 
called him John Doe No. 2. 

This is just mie of the many mys- 
teries and unanswered questions 
that swiil around die bombing bn 
April 19, 1995. of the -Alfred P. 
Murrah Federal Building, in; which 
168 people were lolled in the worst 
case of mass murder in U.S. his- 
tory. 

Timothy Janies McVeigh, 27, and 
Terry Lynn Nichols, 41, await trial 
on II counts of conspiracy and 
murder in Denver, where a judge 
moved the case after deciding the. 
two men could sot get a fair final in 
Oklahoma. A court date has not yet 
beenset. - 


" With no consistent accounts from 
witnesses at the scene and no con- 
fessions, the enigmas loom 
Among them: Was a second truck 
' involved mthe bombing and if so. 
/•who. drove it? If Mr.. Nichols was 
part of the conspiracy, why do two 
. friends, who have turned state's ev- 
idence, say Mr. Nichols warned out 
of the conspiracy months before the 
: bombing? If fee two orchestrated a 
robbery to finance their plot, as die 
. government alleges, then why is the 
case officially unsolved and no rob- 
ber identified? 

Government sources acknow- 
. ledge , that, unresolved questions 
could create doubt in die minds of a 
death-penalty-case jury, when die 
case eventually comes to trial later 
this year or eariy next year. But after 
interviewing Hirm<nmdg of wit- 
nesses. combing through reams of 
telephone records and siftingtans of 
debits from die wreckage, the gov- 
.emmeat believes it has a powerful 
circumstantial case against the sus- 
pects. ■■■ V. 

• -Among the government’s more 
compelling evidence. fa Mr. Mc- 
fingerprint on a receipt 
found in Mr. Nichols’s house for 
■fertilizer used is . the bomb, wit- 
nesses who. can identify Mr. Mc- 
Veigh as the man who rented the 
track used in the explosion, and 
phone records showing intensive 


contact between the two men in the 

days leading up to the blast. 

Still, as.tbe O. J. Simpson trial 
and acquittal memorably demon- 
strated, mounting a circumstantial 
case with no witnesses to die crime 
can be tricky in today's criminal 
courtroom. 

My. McVeigh's lawyer. Stephen 
Jones, said he intended to cast doubt 
on the government's case by in- 
troducing countless other potential 
suspects, from international terror- 
ists to American white suprem- 
acists. He even suggested a possible 
defense that could spare Mr. Mc- 
Veigh tbe death penalty: if he were 
involved at all, he would only have 
been an minor player in a larger 


Mr. McVeigh, who may hold the 
answer to die John Doe No. 2 mys- 
tery, has shed no light oo it, ac- 
cordmg to Mr. Jones. But this much 
is known: 

On April 20, the day after die 
bombing, law enforcement officials 
issued sketches of suspects John 
Doe No. 1 and John Doe No. 2. 
drawn from descriptions by eyewit- 
nesses who said they saw the men 
together in Kansas, and others who 
claimed to have seen diem near tbe 
Murrah building just before tbe 
4.800-pound bomb exploded. 

When Mr. McVeigh was dis- 
covered an April 21 in jail in Peny, 


Oklahoma, on an unrelated firearms 
charge, his resemblance to the com- 
posite sketch of John Doe No. 1 was 
uncanny. But the second composite 
bore no resemblance to Terry Nich- 
ols, who turned himself in to au- 
thorities in his home town of Her- 
ington. Kansas., the same day. 
denying involvement. 

Thousands of calls flooded the 
FBI. reporting John Doe No. 2 sight- 
ings, and most were unfounded. Bui 
several credible witnesses in Kansas 
and in Oklahoma City have told tbe 
FBI that they saw Mr. McVeigh in 
die company of a stocky, olive- 
skinned man with dark hair. Many 
identified thp FBI sketch as the per- 
son they saw. 

At the Dreamland Motel, where 
Mr. McVeigh stayed from April 14 
until April 18, a housekeeper, Hilda 
Sostre, gave authorities a descrip- 
tion of a man who strongly re- 
sembled a sketch of John Doe No. Z 
Ms. Sostre said she saw this man 
walking toward a Ryder rental truck 
in the motel’s parking lot. When 
shown the sketch, she said she told 
the FBI: “My God, who did this 
sketch? It looks just like him.” 

Government officials acknow- 
ledge that the case against Mr. Nich- 
ols is weaker than die case against 
Mr. McVeigh. Tbe prosecution's 
star witnesses. Michael Fortier, 26. 
and his wife, Lori, place Mr. Mc- 


Veigh squarely in the middle of the 
plot but they also say Mr. Nichols 
had made it clear be wanted out 

Mr. Fortier, who served in the 
army at Fort Riley. Kansas, with Mr. 
McVeigh and Mr. Nichols and had 
been implicated in the conspiracy, 
agreed to testily for the government 
in return for lesser charges. He 
pleaded guilty last summer to trans- 
porting stolen firearms, making 
false statements to authorities and of 
knowing about tbe conspiracy but 
failing to report it. 

Mr. Fortier has told authorities 
that Mr. McVeigh informed him that 
he and Mr. Nichols planned to bomb 
the Murrah building. Mr. Fortier has 
also said that be visited the building 
with Mr. McVeigh four months be- 
fore the blast and that Mr. McVeigh 
selected it as tbe target. 

But a recent letter from the pro- 
secution to defense attorneys re- 
vealed that both Fortiers also claim 
that Mr. Nichols was backing away 
from the plans. Mrs. Fortier, who 
has received full immunity, testified 
that Mr. McVeigh became “upset” 
in eariy 199S because Mr. Nichols 
no longer wanted to mix the bomb. 
Mr. Fortier testified that Mr. Mc- 
Veigh approached him in early 1995 
because “Nichols was expressing 
reluctance.” But there is other ev- 
idence linking him to the conspir- 
acy. 


Away From Politics 

• James B. Clark jr. was executed in Delaware on 
Friday for killing' his adoptive. parents far insurance 
money a month mef getting out of prison. : ~ -(AP) 

• Stronger warnings wQI soon appear cai charcoal 

packaging in fee United States to alert people that deadly 
carbon monoxide gas is released when tihaxcoal is burned, 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission said.- Each 
year, carbon monoxide fumes from charcoal grills and 
hibachis used- inside cause .about 28 deaths .and 300 
hospitalizations, the commission said. The new label 
reads: “Burning charcoal inside cank2Qy0U.lt gives off 
carbon monoxide, which has no odor. Never bom char- 
coal inside homes, vehicles or tents.” (APJ 

• Radar aboard the space shuttle Endeavour has 

revealed segments of the Great Wall of China lost in 
centuries of leseit sand, U-S. scientists say. The images 
from an April 1994 mission in some cases show two 
parallel, sections of wall built centuries apart (AP) 

• Doctors reported just 301 cases of meadw in tbe 

United States in 1995, the lowest numb er since the 
government began keeping count in 1912. (AP) 

• Lawmakers in Utah have approved a measure that 

bans homosexual student dubs in high schools and 
aims to curb what a backer argnedwas homosexual 
recruiting for a deadly lifestyle. Despite the promise of a 
quick legal challenge. Governor Mike Leavitt said be 
would sign the MO.'- "(AP) 


TOPICS 


Want That 15 Minutes of Fame? 
There’s Rent-A-Fan Club 

These days you do not have to wait for your 15.minute$ 
of fame. Instead, you can buy them, fee ~Los Angeles 
Times reports. 

For $150; Rent-A-Fan Onb clients can hire groupies 
guaranteed to gush, swoon and, of course, for auto- 
graphs for a solid quarter hour. And for an additional $50 
to $75, the company will throw in some paparazzi xom- 
plete with flashing cameras. 

Lissa Negrin, the club’s creator, says, “Depending on 
how much money people want to spend, they can rent 
mobs of screamingfansall wife Polaroid cameras who are 
begging for autographs and fruntiug.” 

She recounts, “Once we were fired by this not-yet- 
famous actor who wanted to coBvmcethis mm director be 
was hot ' ' Two fans showed up at the Beverly ISOs Hotel 
where the actor and director were meeting and made such 
a fuss they were thrown out of the hoteL 

Last week, as Pan] Krajeski, an insurance writer in 
Agoura Hills, California, sat down to his 50th birthday 
celebration dinner with his family at aswanky restaurant, 
he was startled by two screaming fans. “Oh my God! It’s 
him! It’s Paul Krajeski!” one of them shrieked. Gushed 
■the other, “I just want yon to know it is the highlight of 
my life to be here with you!” 

As tbe adulation continued, Mr. Krajeski turned beet 
then began to enjoy the experience, which his family 
h»ri paid for as a birthday surprise. 

Short Takes 

A quick-thinking young dog named Sterna helped 
save her playmate, a 90-pound W ack Labrador mix named 
Bowdie. who fell 30 feet into an abandoned well in Oak 
View, California. Alerting a neighbor, who then wiled 
91 1 . the 7-month-old German shepherd mix stood by the 
well howling until firefighters arrived to Hft the other dog 
out “It was kind of Kke Lassie,” said a firefighter Bert 
Van Auker. who was eventually lowered into the well to 
rescue the dog. “Her buddy could’ve beep down there a 
long time without her help.” 

Tbe political satirist P.J. O’Roorke says Americans 
have become a bunch of ciybabies. “I bear Amenca 
whining; it’s the crybaby to the world, he said. There 
was a time when people weepmg m faeir beer were 
shunned. Now, they're on ‘Oprah, a TV talk show. 

The current Vermont maple sugar season is /‘cer- 
tainly the best in the last four or five years, says Henry 
Marckres. a product specialist 

department. “I’m guessing well end up Jhe SOOJWO- 
eaSon range. The sweetness of the sap is figh, son takes 
less sap to make more sy n ^.-*’VOTomt*s2^£» ccm- 
mercial sugannakere last year 

gallons. The 20-year average, from 1969 to 1988, was 
385,000 gallons, grossing $15 million to $20rmlhon. 

Roxanne Ward of Littlefield, fa* ” 

the last two world’s hog-calling 

ford Oklahoma, has produced a video. Learn to Call Hogs 
£jdi Roxanne Ward.” Says she: * If the iwd b not 
blowing, you can hear me for five miles. If the wind is 
Wowlni you can hear me for two miles — depending on 
where you are. But with a microphone, I in to^y awe- 
some." She adds. “I do eat pork. But not if I know fee. 

hoe.” .. . 

hucrnaiiomtl // eruld Tribune 
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Part of fife crowd that joined in the first on-campus dance at Baylor University, a Baptist school in Waco, Texas. 

At Last, a ‘Foot Function’ at Baylor 


By Sue Anne Pressley 

- Washington Post Service 

WACO. Texas — Someday, perhaps 
on Judgment Day, die president and 
trustees of Baylor University may have 
to face their itiaker and explain why they 
allowed this to happen: 

An actual dance an campus. 

For 151 years, through die waltz and 
the jitterbug, the pony and the twist, the 
leaders of fee largest Baptist university 
held firmly to the belief that dancing 
would rarely lead down "die slippery 
slope” to, well, apfes-dancing. 

Collegiate shows featured not dan- 
cing but “choreographed movement,” 
ana off-campus dances were politely 
described as “foot functions." 

There may never have been an official 
written policy feat outlawed dancing on 
campus, but generations of Baylor stu- 
dents knew they bad better take their 
happy feet elsewhere. 

One of those students was Robert B. 
Sloan Jr. (Class of 1970), who became a 
Baptist minister, a Baylor theology pro- 
fessor and, last year, fee president of this 
12,000-student university. When, at his 
job interview. Dr. Sloan was asked by 
the board of regents what changes he had 
in mind, he lightly replied that he would 
move topermit dancing on campus. 

“If fee regents were willing to take 


the heat with me,” he recalled this week, 
“I would pull fee trigger. I said: ‘My 
wife and I will have the first dance. We 
will dance the Minuet in G.’ Just to make 
them laugh, and to also make them see I 
wouldn’t be too radical about it." 

And so h was oo Thursday night,' a 
humid evening in Waco, feat Dr. Sloan 
took his wife and dance partner. Sue, 


Tf the regents were 
willing to take the heat 
with me, I would pull the 
trigger,’ President Sloan 
recalled. And he did, to a 
Beethoven minuet. 


into his arms and swept her along to the 
tasteful strains of a Beethoven Minuet in 
G. And that is about as racy as it was 
expected to get at fee outdoor dance on 
Fifth Street, really, despite the presence 
of five bands and several thousand lib- 
erated hoofers. 

• Dr. Sloan had already announced — 
somewhat tongue-in-cheek, but fee 
meaning * was still clear — that there 
would be “oo lewd gyrations’' at any 
Baylor campus dance, and some stu- 


dents joked feat they were chi the lookout 
for the “dance pttkee." 

Tbe dancing itself did not come too 
easily. A few people swayed gamely as a 
band struck up “Boogie Woogie Bugle 
Boy,” but it would take the country band 
Cherokee Rose and the rock group Mor- 
ticians to get their feet moving. 

The dance police managed to stay far 
away, muttering from the occasional 
Baptist pulpit across Texas. Historically, 
fee ban on dancing had always been one 
of the basic tenets of what is known as a 
good Christian life — other oo-nos in- 
cluded smoking, drinking and gambling. 

Dr. Sloan argued that the lifting of the 
ban showed that Christian life was not 
strictly about “a set of no-nos." 

Students come to Baylor already 
knowing they will have to attend chapel 
for two semesters, take two courses on 
fee Old and New Testaments and live by 
a Christian mission statement feat calls i 
for fidelity and commitment and faith. 

To dance or not to dance is apparently | 
rarely an issue at home for most stu- 
dents. 

But even as they began to dance fee 
night away on tbe Baylor campus, rev- 
eling in the historic event, everyone 
agreed there is one ban at Baylor that no 
one will touch: the strict ban on drinking. 
There will not be any keg parties here 
anytime soon. 


Pentagon Ousts a Senior Official 


By Bradley Graham 

WatUngtou PosiS errice 

WASHINGTON — A seni- 
or Pentagon official has been 
summarily removed from his 
post after a series of policy 
differences wife superiors. 

Timothy Connolly was 


ordered Thursday to step 
down immediately as princip- 
al deputy assistant secretary of 
defense for special operations 
and low-intensity conflict. 

Tbe dismissal was appar- 
ently triggered by an incident 
last week during which Mr. i 
Connolly, in a meeting on 


possibly providing more as- 
sistance to Liberia, suggested 
employing Special Opera- 
tions Forces. That was nor the 
position of the Pentagon's 
senior leadership. 
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Health Insurance Bill Advances 

WASHINGTON — The Senate has cleared fee way for 
passage of legislation that would make health insurance 
more accessible, narrowly defeating an amendment by 
Senator Bob Dole feat opponents asserted would have 
killed the bill. 

The Senate disposed of all other amendments to the 
measure and scheduled a vote on final adoption, which is 
assured, for Tuesday. 

Tbe bill would make it easier for workers to obtain 
health insurance coverage if they changed jobs. Mr. Dole, 
the leader of the Republican majority in the Senate, 
sought to add to it tax incentives encouraging medical 
savings accounts, in which individuals put aside money to 
pay for health care costs not covered by high-deductible 
insurance policies that they buy. 

But the amendment was rejected on a vote of 52 to 46. 
wife five defecting Republicans joining all 47 Demo- 
crats. 

Democrats had said that President Bill Clinton would 
veto tbe bill if the Dole provision was included, fearing 
that h would appeal to die rich and the healthy, who would 
benefit from lower-cost, higher-deductible insurance, and 
raise costs for the poor and the sick, who would dol 

But Mr. Dole, fee presumptive Republican presidential 
nominee, said fee provision would enable someone to 
“tailor his or her own health care to his or her own 
needs.” He said he would press for the amendment in the 
conference committee fear will reconcile the Senate bill 
wife one passed by the House, which includes the pro- 
vision. (NYT) 

Clinton Holds the Lead, in Cash 

WASHINGTON — President Clinton has more than 
$16 million in cash on hand to spend on his re-election 
campaign between now and fee Democratic convention 
in August, according to reports filed with the Federal 
Election Commission. 

Senator Dole’s campaign had not yet made its spending 
reports available on Friday, a day before the filing dead- 
line, so it remained to be seen how much cash fee 
Republican had to spend between now and August, but it 
was expected to be quite low. 

Mr. Dole said last week that his campaign was 
“broke.” But Dole officials insist they have enough to 
tide the campaign over until fee Republican Party nom- 
inates Mr. Dole in August, and he receives federal match- 
ing money for the general election in November. 

As for the Clinton campaign, combining his cash on 
hand wife fee approximately $4-5 million that it expects 
to generate over fee summer, including additional federal 
matching money, the president will have more than $21 
million to spend between now and August, according to 
Clinic® officials. I NYT) 

Vatican Assails Abortion Veto 

VATICAN CITY — Tbe Vatican accused President 
Clinton on Friday of shameful action for vetoing a ban on 
a type of late-term abortion, saying his move amounted to 
brute! attack on human life. 

In an unusually strong statement, the chief Vatican 
spokesman, Joaquin Navarro- Vails, said that Mr. Clinton 
was putting the moral and ethical future of American 
society at nsk by le galizin g what be called an “inhuman 
procedure.” 

He expressed tbe Vatican’s full support for a letter of 
rebuke to Mr. Clinton from American Roman Catholic 
Church leaders, who said the president was moving the 
United States “one step further towards acceptance of 
infanticide.” 

The bill killed by Clinton’s veto fast week would have 
outlawed a procedure that involves partially extracting a 
fetus from fee womb, inserting a catheter in the skull and 
removing the brain. 

Mr. Clinton said he acted because his plea for an 
exception for mothers facing serious adverse health con- 
sequences of carrying a pregnancy to term were ignored 
by supporters of fee bill. (Reutersl 


Quote/Unquote 


Senator David H. Pryor. Democrat of Arkansas, on 
Kenneth W. Starr, fee Republican who is heading fee 
Whitewater investigation of President Clinton and his 
wife, Hillary: “Mr. Starr has conflicts of interest which 
are precluding him from presenting a fair image of 
investigation and of fact-finding in the Whitewater mat- 
ter.” (AP) 
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With Cholera 
Threatening, 
Fighting Mars 
Liberia Talks 



Ilf: 




The Associated Press 

MONROVIA, Liberia — New 
clashes broke out Friday as foreign dip- 
lomats urged rebels to accept a truce 
plan in this capital, wrecked by war and 





t/iV Force Quits Rwanda; 
Leader ‘ Proud 9 of His Men 
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threatened by an outbreak of cholera. 
The chief worry was the crowii 


The chief worry was the growing 
number of cholera deaths among 
refugees, and officials were hoping to 
ce m ent a truce that would allow relief 
efforts to resume fully. 

A new round of talks was scheduled 
at the seaside U.S. Embassy after a first 
meeting ended without agreement 

The nearly two-week-old flare-up in 
Liberia's six-year civil war has left 
60,000 people homeless and left the 
capital descending into chaos and loot- 
ing^ 

Fighting began April 6 after a six- 
man interim government tried to arrest a 
rebel leader, Roosevelt Johnson, on 
murder charges related to cease-fire vi- 
olations. The battle pitted Mr. Johnson’s 
men against those of Charles Taylor, a 
leading member of the governing coun- 
cil ana a rival warlord. 

An intense firefight lasted a half hour 
in the Mamba Point section of the cap- 
ital Friday, while scattered firing of 
guns and rocket-propelled grenades 
broke out near the U.S. Embassy’s res- 
idential compound, where 20,000 
Liberians have taken refuge. 

A U.S.-run evacuation that has flown 
more than 2,000 people to neighboring 
Sierra Leone, including more than 430 
Americans, was winding down, a U.S. 
diplomat said. 

UJS. Navy ships carrying 1 .500 Mar- 
ines were due Saturday. They were ex- 
pected to relieve other U.S. forces se- 
curing the embassy compound and the 
18 embassy officials still there 



A Monrovia fighter dancing a jig Friday in an attempt to provoke foes. 


Reuters 

KIGALI, Rwanda — The last member of the United 
Nations force in Rwanda left Friday, saying he was proud of 
what his troops accomplished after the 1 994genoctde of up to 
a million people. 

The commander. Brigadier General Siva Kumar of India, and 
five bodyguards left Kigali on a transport plane Nairobi 

“We did a good job here under very difficult circum- 
stances. I am proud of what the troops achieved,’' he said. 

The UN farce arrived in Rwanda an Nov. 1, 1993, to 
support a peace agreement intended to end the civil war and 
allow power-sharing and a return of refugees. At its peak the 
force had about 7,000 troops. 

Things went wrong when President Juvdnal Habyorimana, 
a Hutu, was assassinated April 6, 1994, triggering a three- 
month genocide by Hutu troops, militias and mobs. 

Most Rwandans, bitter that the UN did nothing to prevent a 
million ethnic Tutsi and moderate Hum from being butchered 
in die genocide, are happy to see UN forces leave. . 

General Kumar said there was little that any force or a 
stronger mandate could have done to prevent the bloodletting. 
But many Rwandans are angry that most UN soldiers left the 
country shortly after the start of the genocide while a token 
farce of 270 stood by and watched fee carnage. 


Sn Lanka iMundkes Offensive 
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COLOMBO — Thousands of goverom^tsokiias. 
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backed by tanks, atimeg and 

tensive Friday against Tam 4 rebds ftm- 

insula. The government imposed an 
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media. Inning the last offensive, in 1995, the government 
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censored news reports for nearly two awntite. 

At least three soldiers were wounded by nines as 

troops moved into the eastern half the prain^la^saia a 

.western part of the peninsula in December when it 
smashed rebd headquarters in Jaffna city after a 50-day 

battle that killed 2^00 people. . 

The rebels want an independeat ho m e l a n om me north 
and east for Sri Lanka's Tamil minorit y. Ih cy say the 
QrnkaiiMM. majority, which is p redomin a ncy Bu aflnm , 


out of jobs, denying them education and development 
funds. 


Japan to Reassure Neighbors 


TOKYO — Japan decided Friday to send i 
envoys to China and. South Korea to calm fears 


Yeltsin Blames Army for Deadly Ambush 


By David Hoffman 

Washington Post Service 


MOSCOW — President Boris N. Yeltsin 
Warned the army leadership Friday for the am- 
bush of a Russian convoy by Chechen sep- 
aratists that killed more than 70 Russian sol- 
diers, and Defense Minister Pavel S. Grachev 
offered to resign. 

The attack was further evidence that Mr. 
Yeltsin’s March 31 peace initiative has meant 
little change in the course of the war, in which 
an estimated 30,000 people have been killed. 
The Moscow-backed Chechen leader, Doku 
Zavgayev, announced that a partial troop pul- 
lout, a centerpiece of Mr. Yeltsin's plan, was 


The attack occurred in the early morning 
hours Wednesday, but two days later there re- 
mained conflicting accounts of the toll. The 


independent television network NTV said 93 
servicemen were killed General Gxachev put the 
number at 53. Itar-Tass quoted the military com- 
mand in Grozny as saying 76 had been ldDed 

General Grachev told the Iowa- house of 
Parliament, the State Duma, that the convoy 
included 199 servicemen and that the attack on 
them had lasted three hours. 

The convoy was from a Moscow-based unit 
and was carrying food, fuel and medicine when 
it was ambushed by Chechen fighters. Accord- 
ing to Interfax, the attackers destroyed the lead 
tank, blowing it up with a land mine, and then 
wiped out six armored reconnaissance vehicles 
and 13 trucks with portable rocket launchers, 
mortars, machine guns and small arms . 

There have been repeated calls for General 
Grachev's ouster, but Mr. Yeltsin has stood by 
him in the past The defense minister raised the 
possibility of resigning in bis appearance Friday 


before angry members of the Duma. His com- 
ments came as Mr. Yeltsin said he was “shaken 
by the tragedy’’ near the village of Yaiysh- 
Mardy, in me Shatoi region about 50 kilometers 
(30 miles) south of Grozny, the Chechen cap- 
ital. 

* Mr. Yeltsin declared, ' “The military is to 
blame and will be taken to account for the 
tragedy.’’ The Duma issued a statement sup- 
ported by all the factions calling tire attack “one 
more link in the drain of bloody events resulting 
from the irresponsibility of military command- 
ers and an inadmissible attitude to the army on 


BDl Ctinton’s summit meeting in Tokyo. 

In a statement after toeir meeting Wednesday, Mr. 
Clinton and Prime Minister Ryuraro Hasitimoto said that 
the United' Stales would maintain its force level of 
100£00 trams in Asia and that Japan would take on an 

expanded military role. ' 

^‘The most impor tant titing now is to carefully study 
what we Mm do within the bounds of current laws,** 
Defense Minister Bde o Usui said at a news con ference 
Friday. ... 

“At this time, we axe not ctxteUtering adopting new 
laws,’* Mr. Usui said, re ferring to concerns that the 
government might push through Pa r l iamen t security- 
related laws, knag under study, to deaT with aimed con- 
flicts outride Japan's borders. (Reuters) 


Touri* 


U.S. Emissary in Afghanistan 


behalf of the country’s top leaders.” 

Hk: Duma called fora narional day of mount- 
ing, and urged Mr. Yeltsin to appoint a special 
commission to investigate the incident. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Yeltsin, the convoy's advance 
reconnaissance apparently failed to see the 
Chechen fighters. 


A Beijing Official Flees 
Hong Kong Amid Protests 


KABUL — A senior State Department official, Robin 
Rapbei, arrived in Kabul on Friday for two days of talks as 
part of renewed international efforts to stop the prolonged 
civil war in Afghanistan. 

Ms. RapheL assistant secretary of state for South Asia, 
flew into Kabul after discussions with officials in 
Pakistan. Also on her agenda is an attempt to improve 
strained relations between the government of President 
Burfaannddin Rabbani and Pakistan. (Reuters) 




For the Record 


Agertce Franee-Presse 

HONG KONG — A senior Chinese official left Hong Kong 
on Friday after a testing week of talks on the territory's future, 
leaving behind angry protesters, hunger strikes and mounting 
anxiety. 

Loud demonstrations pursued the official, Lu Ping, head of 
China's Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office, throughout his 
eight-day visit, which officially aime d at discussing the 
makeup of the territory's future provisional government. 

But Mr. Lu was widely accused of avoiding debate of 
China’s plans to replace Hong Kong’s democratically elected 
Legislative Council with a provisional version more to its 
liking after it resumes sovereignty on July 1, 1997. 

Mr. Lu was finally spirited across the border in a limousine, 
avoiding further demonstrations at the airport. 

“We are very very frustrated by this ridiculous act,” a 
legislator, Andrew Cheng, told reporters at the airport. 

“We are trying to send a peaceful message that we oppose 
the provisional legislature, nothing else,” added Mr. Cheng, 
whose Democratic Party dominates the Connell but was not 
allowed to attend the talks with Mr. La. Mr. Cheng was among 
nine legislators and activists who staged a 50-hour hunger 
strike during Mr. Lu’s visit 
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A budget dispute in Taiwan’s legislature degen- 
ated into a brawl Friday when a lawmaker punched two 


eraled into a brawl Friday when a lawmaker punched two 
colleagues and injured a third with aheadlock. The fight 
broke out when several opposition legislators occupied 
the podium to Mock a proposal by the governing Na- 
tionalists to send the budget to a committee. Tseng Cbenr 
nun, aNationalist, jumped onto the podium and attacked 
three of fee lawmakers. Several otheis joined in the brief 
mel£e that ended when the committee chairman, Hsiao 
Grin-lam called for a quick vote that approved the budge! 
screening. (APJ 


A phosphorous factory hasemitted arsenic into a lake 
in southwestern China, lofHng one woman and poisoning 
406 other people. The arsenic flowed into Hongfeng 
Lake; an inqwstant tourist attraction and main source of 
drinking water for Guizhou Province, the newspaper 
China Youth Daily-said ftjday. (AT) 


PARLIAMENTARY SCUFFLE — Members of Taiwan’s Parliament scuffling at the podium Friday in a 
dispute over whether to send the budget bill to committee. Several punches were exchanged. 


A British fugitive convicted of kiUixig and dismem- 
bering a South African tourist was hanged I^iday, the first 
Westerner executed m Smgapore for murder. The con- 
vict, John Martin Scripps, 36, had refused to appeal his 
convioiozL His lawya- sahi he wanited to get over with it 
quickly. ( AP ) 
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MANANA By Matt Gaffney 


SPRING COLLECTION 


By Judith Krantz. 358 pages. 
$24. Crown. 


Reviewed by 
Robin Givhan 


I T’S easy to forget how sat- 
isfyzne a trashy novel can 


Aisfying a trashy novel can 
be. So just for a moment, put 
aside all snobbish preferences 
for highbrow, purposeful lit- 
erature. (We won't tell any- 
one.) Now remember this in- 
nocent pleasure: a fast- 
moving tale with titillating 
sex scenes, beautiful female 
leads with power and knock- 
out wardrobes, and strong yet 
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vulnerable men dripping with 
money and charm. 

Judith Krantz gives us that 
kind of quality trash in 
* ‘Spring Collection. ’ ’ 

Krantz concocts steamy sex 
scenes among likable — or at 
least, amusing — characters. 
She connects the late-night 
trysts with a respectable nar- 
rative that zips along at a com- 
fortable clip. Start “Spring 
Collection” in the morning, 
and you could be finished in 
time for the cocktail hour. 

The premise is this: Three 
novice fashion models travel 
to Paris far the couture shows. 
Accompanying them are a 
photographer, a reporter and a 
modeling agency chaperon 
(who acts as the book's nar- 
rator). The trip is bankrolled 
by a wealthy Swiss business- 
man who has outlined an elab- 
orate contest in which one of 
the models will become the 
Lombardi girl — the official 
“face” of the Marco Lom- 
bardi couture house. The con- 
test. of course, is a red lter- 
ring. The point of toe novel is 
for Jacques Necfcer — Mr. 
Swiss Moneybags — to be 
reunited with ms long-lost 
daughter. Who hates him. Of 
course. Along toe way, toe 


travelers encounteran earnest 
American artist, a lascivious 
Italian designer, a bawdy 
blond Texas socialite, a 
haughty French businesswo- 
man and world-weary mod- 
els. In short, a cast of cliches. 
But cliches do the trick in this 
tawdry tale of great clothes 
and bad dialogue. As Krantz's 
narrator tells us, “Looked at 
from one point of view, the 
last two weeks had been like 
an extended, real life episode 
of the ‘Love Boat.’ I’ve 
watched a few cable reruns of 
that show, when l needed to 
choose between mindless en- 
tertainment or brooding my- 
self to death. At the beginning 
of toe hour a whole bunch of 
strangers meet, and by the end 
of the show, they've all paired 
off.” That’s about as insight- 
ful as Krantz cares to get But 
at least you realize that she's 
under no delusions about 
what she's serving up. 

And Krantz has done her 
homework. She accurately 
portrays Les Cravates Rouges 
— the official fashion-show 
security team. They are a 
group of young men dressed 
in navy suits and red ties. 
They aren't the muscle-bound 
stereotypical bouncers but in- 


stead are mine like nasty Boy 
Scouts who lord over the en- 
trances to all fashion shows. 

Krantz’s narrator, Frankie, 
offers an insider’s defense of 
models and their industry. 
Frankie compares them to ath- 
letes — blessed by genetics 
with particular physical attrib- ! 
utes and pressured by a limited 
window of opportunity in 
which to make the most of 
them. And Krantz is skilled at 
toe cold analysis of the kind of 
beauty the fashion industry 
embraces. Good looks alone 
won’t turn a girl — and female 
models are always called girls 
— into a superstar. She needs 
personality, attitude, determ- 
ination, flexibility and hick. 

This is not the literary equi- 
valent of “Unzipped,” the 
highly acclaimed film about 
designer Isaac Mizrahi. 
“Spring Collection” doesn’t 
capture the magic and excite- 
ment of fashion. In the end, 
you're left wondering what all 
the characters find so enticing 
about the fashion industry. 


38 Actress Merkel 


1 Clog (op) 

4 Venue for 
political 
oomage 
8 Sharp 

14 Range 

18 It has 
ahead 
and hops 

20 Kind of cuisine 

21 like some caps 

22 Shiraz native 


40 Like a good 
cake 


41 Ron through 

43 "Sesame Street” 
setting 

44 Bills coach 
Levy 

45 State n a m e 
preceder 

48 Dolt 


49 The Waltons" 
character 


23 TV show on 
delayed 
broadcast? 


52 One in a wool 
coat 


28 Utyd Ge orge 
contemporary 

27 Beef cuts 

28 Absolute Truth 


53 "Billy 
Bathgate" 
author 


30 One of the 
Pointer Sisters 


31 Kind of deck 

32 Surrender 


54 One of three 
Indy winners 

55 "What did I tell 
you?" 

58 Out of control 
58 First name in 
autocrats 
58 Parent 


85 Girls’ shoes 

67 Work 

68 Vienna 
transport 

70 India's first 
prime minister 

72 Does field 
work • 

73 Folks 

74 “Who's there?" 
reply, informally 

75 50’s TV actress 

77 Expiration 

78 Raiders leader 

78 Feudal stale 

80 Had been 

S3 Van Owen 
player on “LA 
Law" 

84 Look over 

85 New York City 
iughway.with 
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36 Melodramatic 
parting 

88 Chance 
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limj m ^■na 


34 Kissers’ 
interference 

35 Somewhat 

36 Part of a 
pound 


60 Go-man -Polish 
border river 


90 Word with water 
or wall 




61 Steady high 

63 It's south of 
Eur. 


91 Slangy greeting 


92 Tennis’s 
Nastase 


93 Does 'Jingle 
Bells’ 


© New York Times Edited by WSL Stotts. ( 


Robin Givhan covers the 
fashion industry for The 
Washington Post. 
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95 It precedes 
"Remember* 

and "Forger In 
song titles 

97 Wasted time 
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98 Mohawk Valley 
city 

99 Chy sacked by 
Tamerlane, 1395 

101 Sconier 

103 Untrained 

104 Assassination 
victim Of 1981 

105 Rain date fora 
big sports event? 


7 Working 
tirelessly 


38 Columbus's 
borne 

40 Tardy . 


74 Porcelain. «Lg. 1 


76 Celebrated 
Freud case 


42 “What- 


80 Formed, as 
tears 


109 Academy 
founder 


8 Undo 

9 To the point 

10 Newspaper 
reportage 

11 Dido of Carthage 

12 Speak 
deliriously 

13 Raised 


43 English port 
west of 
Bournemouth 
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110 Draw- 
sand 


14 It jo ins the 
Colorado near 
Yuma 
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111 Aloft 

112 Aztecan 


15 Stadiums 




16 1985 pop hit 

released behind 
schedule? 
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113 Less straight- 
forward 
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WcYc up to 
stonutthiiig Hood. 


114 Kind .of knife 

115 Shocks 

1 16 fntl. writers' 

org, 

DOWN 

1 Anesthetic 

2 Loudly laments 

3 Places for 
December lights 

4 Stadium sound 


18 Brown and 
Turner 


24 Semiconductor 
device 

25 Clod busier 
31 Mitchell place 

33 -Mick Jaeger's - 

toe girlfriend? 

34 Treaty subjects 
36 Gator cousin 


44 It gets the shaft 

46 Publishers 

Clearinghouse 

- contests 

47 Sibyls 

56 Cup filled to the 

top 

51 Moreadvanced 

53 Popular pencil 
and paper game 

56 Skiing event' • 

57 Postponed 
religious event? 

60 French- and 
AratHC-speaktng 
.seiporr 

"81 Nudged 

62 Goesafrer 
64 “If— —see you 


81 Drive away 

82 Racing vehicle 
85 Impassioned 
87 Ream 

'89 Pinpoint 

90 “Quit bothering 
me?* 

91 PH BetaTiappa 
and such 


93 Architectural 
. . decorations 

94 To any degree ’ 

96 Picked -up item 

97 Best Actor of . “ 

1996 ' 

99 P.D.Q. 

106 Infcatha Freedom . 

- Party supporter '. 
102 Ridicule ' 
M3 Feds 5 

106 King of Spain 
167 Baton Rouge 
sch. - 

108 Otr there 
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at a 2d Base 


. The Boston Globi 

. QANA, Lebanon — As United Ns- 
J°os peacekeeping troops on Friday 
bulldozed rubble away from their base 
mt by , Israeli missiles that killed more 
Lebanese refugees the day 
it emerged from, interviews 
mat a si milar tragedy was narrowly 
averted the day before. 

UN troops and refugees at a 
Nepalese base in the village of Majdal 
Ztm said that the base tor* direct hits 
Wednesday from four -Israeli jet 
bombs that destroyed all the prefab- 
ricated boil dings, an observation 
tower and several vehicles. 

Four other bombs fell jost outside 

A ' * ' -T < 


None of the 30 or so refugees who 


the 20 soldiers were injured.. Most 
pecple on the base, but not all, were 


protected inade bomb shelters. 

The bases of the UN Interim Force 
in Lebanon are large buildings with 
blue UN flags fluttering from them. 
They have been in place for 18 years, 
since Unifil was established here, and 
the Israeli Army knows their positions 
well. There are 17 Unifil positions 
manned by 4.500 troops from nine 
countries. 

In press conferences and inter- 
views, Prime Minister S him on Peres 
of Israel has said that the Israeli Army 
was unaware thar Unifil had taken 
civilian refugees into their bases in the 
recent crisis. ’ 

But Mikael Undvall, a Unifil 
spokesman, said that he had told seni- 
or Israeli officers last Tuesday that 
there were about 5.000 civilian 
refugees spread among the U nifil 


Shaken, a UN General Asks: 6 Why Civilians? 5 


The Associated Press 

QANA. Lebanon — The sky that 
rained shells over the United Nations 
base here now produces only a light 
spring drizzle — not yet enough to wash 
away the smells of smoldering mat- 
tresses, singed hair and blood. 

The explosions from incoming shells 
echoed through the hills in southern Le- 
banon, landing about three kilometers 
from the headquarters of the Fijian bat- 
talion of the United Nations Interim 
Force in Lebanon. Israeli warplanes 
roared overhead. 

That was Qana on Friday, the day 
after Israeli attacks left chaos and death 
behind. Scores of men, women and chil- 
dren were killed. They thought they had 
found sanctuary from Israel's determ- 
ined campaign to deal a knockout blow 
to Lebanon's Iranian-backed Hezbollah 
guerrillas. 

“My brain is dead," a shaken sur- 
vivor, Jalali Buhjair, said as he helped 
with the cleanup. "My mind is para- 
lyzed." 


The victims Thursday were among 
hundreds of refugees who had sought 
safety with the UN troops at Qana, 
headquarters of the Fijian contingent of 
the 4 ,500- member UN peacekeeping 
force in Lebanon. 

More than 100 people were wounded, 
including four Fijian peacekeepers, 
when six Israeli 155mm artillery shells 
tore into the base. 

*‘2 can't find the words to describe 
what I feel after seeing this," said Gen- 
eral Stanislaw Wozniak, commander of 
the UN force, as be inspected the af- 
termath of the carnage. 

The attack on the UN base — the 
Israelis said they intended to hit a nearby 
guerrilla outpost — was the bloodiest in 
Israel’s nine-day air and artillery blitz in 
Lebanon. 

At least 134 people have been killed 
and more than 300 wounded since the 
assaults began. Nearly all were civilians, 
according to Lebanese police and other 
officials. 

Only one Israeli — a soldier serving in 


Israel’s occupation zone in southern Le- 
banon — has been killed. 

•‘Why civilians?” said General 
Wozniak. a Polish officer. “You simply 
don't attack civilians. You don’t attack 
UN positions." 

He said he had told the Israeli military 
chief of staff. Lieutenant General Am- 
non Sbahak, "general to general" that 
"what has happened is not acceptable, 
and I made it clear to him it should not 


IN troops, undeierred by the 
intermittent shelling in the nearby hills, 
worked to clear the pieces of broken 
glass, the dagger-sharp bits of shrapnel- 
shredded tin roofing and the blood- 
stained blankets that had been used by 
the refugees. 

Mattresses still smoldered. The walls 
that remained were covered with blood- 
stains. 

A mass funeral was to be held Sat- 
urday in the village, Lebanese officials 
said, security conditions permitting. 

The victims of Qana, some of whose 


bodies were torn to pieces, will be buried 
in a single grave, the officials said. 

Many surviving refugees, meanwhile, 
were evacuated to other UN bases or left 
for Beirut. Mr. Buhjair, one of those who 
stayed, is from Algeria, where a Muslim 
insurgency has left thousands dead since 
1994. 

“I fled Algeria to get away from the 
killings.” be said. "Here I am, by far, 
much worse." He said be escaped injury 
by diving into an underground shelter. 

Ahmed Rabihi, a political refugee 
from Iraq, said his life was saved be- 
cause a woman behind him absorbed the 
shrapnel as she tried to reach an un- 
derground shelter. 

When the first shell landed nearby, 
Mr. Rabihi dove to the ground with ins 
wife. Clutching their year-old son and 31- 
year-old daughter, they crawled down 
several steps into the shelter. 

“Another shell hit.” Mr. Rabihi said 
“A woman behind me slammed on top 
of me. I felt the heat. It was blood. She 
was dead" 
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In Tourists’ Massacre 


By Youssef M. Ibrahim 

*■ • New Yori Junes Ser vice 

CAIRO — Security forces launched a 
roundup Friday of Muslim fundament- 
alist suspects in three working-class 
neighborhoods of Cairo near a hotel 
where 17 Greek tourists were shot and 
killed the day before. 

The police sweeps concentrated on 
the slum areas of Boulak el Dakrour, 
Birka and Talibiya, all in the vicinityof 
the Pyramids. In past attacks on tourists, 
Egyptian police forces have almost al- 
ways tracked down those responsible by 
depending on a Vast network of inform- 
ants and ro^ fa^m ethods of questioning. 

number of those arrested but a senior 
government official said privately that 
"a few dozen have been taken in for 
questioning." 

Although the authorities have yet to . 
announce which tenor group was re- 
sponsible for the attack; the official said 
suspicion hovered around the Gamaa’a 
Islamiya,the Islami c Group, once led by 
Omar Abelrahman, a fundamentalists 
cleric implicated in the murder of Pres- 
ident Anwar Sadat and now serving a life 
sentence in the United States far cou- 


That reversed two years of relaxation 
by security forces as acts of tenor in this 
city of 13 millio ns abated. 

"Yesterday the market was crawling 
with tourists, as it is today, but I don’t 
know about the future," said Mo- 
hammed Ho ssein, a merchant of copper 
handicrafts in rare of the tiny winding 
alleys of the old market 

On the sidewalk of the Buropa, the 
eight-story hotel where three gunman 
sprayed the Greek tourists with auto- 
matic rifles, all traces of the killings had 
been cleaned away by Friday after- 
noon: 

The attack left 18 dead — 14 women 
and 3 men, all Greek, ami an Egyptian 
parking attendant. In same 20 other at- 
tacks since 1992 on tourists, eight were 
killed. 

An estimated total of 920 people have 
died in alLtbe terror assaults in the last 
four years. 

Only a few cases remain unsolved, 
according to the police. Egyptian jails 
are full of suspected Muslim fundamen- 
talists prisoners, whose numbers are es- 
timated by human-rights organizations 
at 25,000. 



Emir Viit/fhe Kuoemrd Pretn 

Patrolling on camel, Egyptian policemen increased security Friday at the Pyramids and other tourist sites. 
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Deeply shaken by the incident, which ° 

Continued from Page 1 

j rrw» nrnimi Hirvn t rnnvwi 

quickly to < 
that the kfll 


CAVE: Clues to an Early Amazon Culture 


broke a long hiatus in tenor attacks on 
tourists in the capital, Egypt moved 
i contain the damage, asserting 
t the killings will have Imte impact on 
its newly thriving tourist industry. 

“This is a single incident after a long 
period of calm, and quiet,” said Nabil 
Osman, the chief spokesman for the gov- 
ernment. “When you come right dawn 
to it, Egypt is a modi safer place than 
European and Western countries, and so 
far there is no evidence it win set the 
tourist industry back.” 

That remains to be seen. After an 
earlier wave of attacks an tourists in 
1992 and 1993, the industry took 'a dip. 
Hotels emptied and stayed that way until 
tourists returned last yearin record num- 
bers — 3.1 million. - 
Several managers of hotels owned by 
the government nmorted business as 
usual, but officials of the tourist industry 
said it would take time for a correct 
assessment ...... 

What was clear in -a tour of well- 
frequented tourist sites in Cairo — in- 
cluding the Pyramids, the museum and 
the thriving 400-year-old Khan Al 
Khalili Bazaar plus several major hotels 
— was the installation of a discreet but 
impressive police presence. 


the first time that the Italy’s main leftist 
party — a moderated version of die 
onoe-mighty Communist Parly — will 
have ever shared in an electoral - victory r 

A victory for the center-right would 
also be hailed as both a vindication of 
former Prime Minister Silvio Ber- 
lusconi’s ^ short-lived 1994 government, 
and an endorsement for me constitu- 
tional reforms that would give Italy a 
presidential system loosely based on the 
French model. 

But barring an overwhelming man- 
date for one side or the other, the most 
Bkely outcome of these elections will be 
another brokered arrangement, perhaps 
another technical government like the 
one in place now, headed by Lamberto 
- Dini, the former central banker. 

And despite campaign [nonuses, 
made by all sides, to pursue political and 
institutional reforms, the prospects for 
changing Italy’s flawed system will 
probably remain slim in the next few 
months. "• . 

\ After 54 governments in 48 years, few 
here would dispute the notion that the 
political system needs fixing, and many 
wooldeven agree about what is wrong: a 


weak executive, an excess of small polit- 
ical parties, an overweaning bureaucracy 
and a overly centralized state. 

But in any country, major constitu- 
tional reform requires political will and 
some sense of urgency, elements that 
curiously have yet to cotne together in 
Italy. Although the two major coalitions 
have campaigned on the need for reform, 
neither lobbied the public to create a 
constituency for one model or another. 

And no one chose to challenge the 
lingering remnants of the old propor- 
tional system — 25 percent of the 630 
seats in the lower chamber of Parliament 
are filled from party lists — or the low 4 
percent vote threshold for political 
parties, two reasons for the continuing 
proliferation of small political parties 
whose demands can often be crippling. 

Some analysts here note that despite 
the widespread disgust with the old polit- 
ical class, there is tittle popular demand 
for reform. And some even predict that 
when Italy has finished with its political 
transition, ft may well end up with another 
centrist party that will once again push the 
rightist National Alliance, formerly neo- 
fascists, and the Democratic Party of the 
Left, formerly the Communist Rttty, to 
the edge of the spectrum. 


Continued from Page 1 

nomy and different styles of stone 
weapons. These foragers used the cave 
as a campsite from 11,200 to 10,000 
years ago. ihe scientists estimated. 

The research seemed to confirm earli- 
er evidence that the spread of paleo- 
Indians through the Americas was more 
complex than current theories would ex- 
plain. 

It also seemed to lend weight to Dr. 
Roosevelt's thesis, based on two dec- 
ades of excavations in Amazonia, that 
the tropical lowlands were not neces- 
sarily a barrier to early human cultures 
and that, indeed, substantial societies 
were living in Amazonia as early as or 
earlier than in the Andes. 

In the Science article, Dr. Roosevelr 
and her colleagues wrote: "The exist- 
ence of a distinct cultural tradition con- 
temporary with the Clovis tradition, but 
more than 5,000 miles to the south, does 
not fit the notion that the North Amer- 
ican big- game hunters were the sole 
source of migration into South Amer- 
ica. 

“Clovis is evidently just one of sev- 
eral regional traditions. Clearly, paleo- 
Indians were able to adapt to a broad 


range of habitats. ' ’ 

Other archaeologists said the findings 
indicated that parts of South America 
might have been occupied by a wave of 
migrating people who crossed from 
Siberia before the people associated 
with the Clovis culture. 

Several recent discoveries provide 
tantalizing hints that people may have 
been in America several thousand years 
before the Clovis culture, though none of 
them have yet been established beyond 
dispute. 

Dr. C. Vance Haynes, an archaeolo- 
gist at the University of Arizona who 
specializes in the Clovis culture, con- 
ceded toe possibility. “It wouldn't sur- 
prise me that somebody was here before 
the Clovis people." he said. 


LEBANON: 

Signs of a Truce 

X Continued from Page 1 

dition that other parties agreed, Reuters 
reported from The Hague. ] 

The war continued to sputter Friday. 
Israeli gunboats bombarded the main 
coastal highway north of Tyre and 
shelled a Palestinian refugee camp near 
the city, killing one Palestinian and 
wounding three others, said Mr. Lind- 
valL the UN spokesman. But there were 
signs that the violence may be waning. 
As of Friday evening. Israel had fired 
about 1,500 artillery rounds and 
launched 19 air strikes in southern Le- 
banon since midnight Thursday, accord- 
ing to Mr. Undvall, who said the num- 
bers were “much lower" than on 
previous days. 

In Moscow on Friday night, a spokes- 
woman for President Jacques Chirac of 
France told Reuters that the United States, 
Russia, France, Japan, Canada, Germany. 
Italy and Britain had agreed on a joint 
appeal for a cease-fire. Dennis Ross, the 
Ui>- special envoy for Mideast policy, 
arrived in Israel on Friday; Mr. Chris- 
topher is due in Damascus on Saturday. 

Syria is critical to any cease-fire accord 
because it occupies Lebanon with 35.000 
troops and calls the shots on major de- 
cisions by toe Lebanese govemmentSyr- 
ia supports Hezbollah in its campaign to 
evict Israel from its self-declared security 
zone in southern Lebanon. 

Until toe shelling incident Thursday, 
Israel had insisted that it would press its 
offensive until Hezbollah met its de- 
mands for a comprehensive security ar- 
rangement that would bar Hezbollah 
even from attacking Israeli troops in 
southern Lebanon. 

Western diplomats say, however, that 
toe United States and France were work- 
ing toward reinstatement of an unwritten 
“understanding’ ‘ that grew out of a sim- 
ilar Israeli campaign against Hezbollah in 
July 199 3. Syria and Israel agreed that if 
one side attacked a civilian target, the 
other had the right to retaliate in kind. 

But with Israel coming under increas- 
ing pressure from world leaders. Pres- 
ident Hafez Assad of Syria has the upper 
hand. "He won’t want to do something 
for nothing." the diplomat said. "Pre- 
sumably he's going to be wanting to 
extract a price for his services." 


SHELLS: Israeli Reliance on Hi-Tech 
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CHINA: Christopher Urges Talks on Korea 


Continued from Page 1 

not necessarily reflect official views- 

Mr. Qian also registered irritation 
with U.S. criticism of China’s human- 
rights record and ofrecent tnilitary man- 
^juvers near Taiwan.. The foreign min- 
'ester said his government insisted on 
“strict compliance" with the principle 
of noninterference in China’s affairs. 

• Mr. Christopher offered assurances 
that the Clinton administration sought a 
“constructive relationship with a strong, 
stable and prosperous C h i n a.” They 
made their statements and fielded ques- 
tions after opening their talks. 

Then Mr. Christopher and Mr. Qian 
returned to the Chinese Embassy for a 
meeting that continued late into the 
evening. 

Mr. Clinton's proposal for four-way 
peace talks — the United States, Ch ina , 
and the two Kareas — was a top item on 
Mr. Christopher's agenda. 


China policy, a senior American official 
said. . • 

China had previously responded pos- 
itively to Mr. Clinton’s proposal for four- 
way Korean peace talks. 

m its first public response to the pro- 
posal few peace talks, an unidentified 
North Korean Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said Pyongyang was reviewing the 
plan to see if it was “feasible." He told 
the North’s official Korean Central 
News Agency that the government 
needed more details. 

The U.S. official said Mr. Christopher 
would like to get a firm endorsement 
from Mr. Qian as well as a positive reply 
from North Korea, which he said “may 
take some time.” 

Applying balm to the strained rela- 
tionship, he said toe administration 
hoped China and Taiwan would cooper- 
ate "much more actively" to resolve 
their disagreements. (AP. Reuters. AFP) 



Continued from Page 1 

toe attack, Hughes officials said. Its "ef- 
fective range" is about 20 miles (30 
kilometers), and its “maximum range” 
is about 34 miles, they said. 

The town of Qana. where toe refugees 
were killed, is about 10 miles inside 
Lebanon from the Israeli border — but it 
was not staled how far the Israeli battery 
was from the border on the other side. 

Moreover, the Fire finder systems are 
least accurate when tracking and re- 
sponding to just one or two incoming 
rockets — they are much more accurate 


after tracking numerous rockets or mor- 
tar shells because that eases the task of 
spotting the source. 

It was not immediately clear how 
many Katyushas had been fired before 
the Israeli response. 

Data pinpointing the rocket launch- 
er’s Location are often given orally to the 
soldiers directing artillery return fire, so 
it is possible Israeli troops mishandled 
data gathered by the Hughes radar. "It’s 
like in golf,'* one said 
"We show you where the hole is. 
What you do with the putter is up to 
you." 


I HMD \nuiir7Thf Awn iAkd Pl«w 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. Qian as they made their joint statement Friday. 


We are looking for their support and 

SSS^fichofas^s.’S'SS SUDS: Drop in German Beer Consumption Threatens Why of Life 

w*»rinor “We haven’t heard 


Friday's meeting. “We haven 
much from the Chinese.” 

Mr. Christopher, in his sixth meeting 
in the last year with Mr. Qian* also hopes 
to find a solution to a dispute over 
China's nuclear technology sales to 
Pakistan, amid indications that the Elm- 
ton administration- would not impose 
strong sanctions against Beijing: __ 
Mr. Christopher said be had reached 


Continued from Page I 

Reunification only added to the 
hangover. No sooner (fid the Beilin Wall 
colli^se in 1989 than West Gennan brew- 
makers barreled into toe East to buy iqi its 
2,000-odd breweries, reckoning that they 
could tap into instant brand loyalty. 

That is not what happened. To meet 


no agreement with China on sales of Western Germany’s sttictly enforced re- 
uxhSlovi to Pakistan, but that experts i nheus$ebot, or brewing punty law. the 


technology 

would continue to study the issue. 

**We need to keep talking, Mr- 
Burns said as it was disclosed a Chi nese 
delegation would go to Washington later 
'm the month io meet with Vice Prpiifem 
Al Gore on environmental and otner 
issues. 


wheezing Eastern plants needed com- 
pletely new equipment, which effect- 
ively added a torrent of new capacity to 
an already overserved market. 

The consolidation craze has acceler- 
ated this week. On Friday, two historical 
Stuttgart brewing addresses, Dmkel- 


Trying to overcome strains on several hacker Brauwei AG and Rob. Ltadit 
* including AO ^ announced toM £«t £feo 


> 


of copyrights. Mr. Chnsto 
reaffirm U.S. commitment 


infringement on Friday, Munich’s fabled Spalen brew- 
in tends to eiy said its 1995, net profit collapsed io 
one- 410,000 Deutsche marks ($273,000) 


to a 


from 1.6 million DM a year ago. 

On Wednesday, several hundred 
shareholders at Frankfurt's huge Hen- 
ninger brewery sat through a sober an- 
nual meeting to learn why the group 
posted a 1995 loss, why an East German 
brewery in the group was shutdown, and 
Why Henninger’s parent company. 
Gebruder M&rz AG, went bankrupt. 
Also this week, a business magazine 
reported that in Dortmund, Bran und 
Bruonen wants to find a new chairman to 
turn toe group around. 

Although problems have bom in the 
pipeline for years, much of them have 
gone unnoticed. Brewers hide their 
losses under German accounting rules, 
which are about as cloudy as a mug of 
cloister-brewed dunkel beer. 

Under German accounting, which do 
not require a breakdown of income, 
brewers camouflage brewing losses be- 
hind a different, unlikely source of in- 


come: huge real -estate holdings. 

Hundreds of years ago. before the age 
of bottling and distribution, brewers 
needed to own the rathskellers where 
their beer was served. Since then, cash 
flow from real-estate holdings sufficed 
to paper over brewing losses — at least 
until recently. 

"If you add up all the profits and 
losses of all the breweries, I think it 
might be a minus." Mr. Hampp said. 

Sadly for tradition, brewers looking 
for wider distribution now sell beer in 
cans. That means an invasion of the 
market for local breweries, a backbone 
of rustic German culture, which still use 
returnable glass bottles. 

Only three kinds of breweries are ex- 
pected to survive the shakeout: the pricier 
premium labels, with long-established 
brand identity: strong export brands, like 
Beck's, that can offset flat sales at home, 
and cheap discount been. 


Chanteuse Sees Rights Violation 
After Her Arrest Over Smoking 


Reuters 

PARIS — The French singer and 
nightclub owner Rfigine accused U.S. 
policemen on Friday of violating hu- 
man rights for taking her to jail on 
charges that she threatened an Amer- 
ican Airlines flight crew in a dispute 
over smoking. 

Rdgioe Cboukroun, 66, was due to 
appear in a court in Boston with her son 
later on Friday, charged with assaulting 
and interfering with the crew on a flight 
from Paris to Miami on Wednesday. 

“There was an argument, that’s 
all." she said in an interview with 
France-Info radio. “Does smoking 
one cigarette in a no-smoking com- 
partment deserve such a violation of 


juman rights as taking people to pris- 
on, handcuffing them, giving them a 
body search?" 

“It's a disgrace," she said, adding, 
"We are talking about significant mor- 
al and psychological damage here." 

The pilot diverted toe aircraft to 
Boston's Logan airport after her son. 
Lionel Rotcajg. 47. shoved a flight 
attendant and threatened to shoot an- 
other who had asked him to put out 3 
cigarette, court papers said 

The pair was arrested, and each faces 
up to 20 years in prison and a $250,000 
fine if convicted on toe charges. 

Their lawyers called the incident “a 
misunderstanding in language and 
cultural differences." 
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International Herald Tribune 

L ONDON — There is a hidden 
htmter in every an lover and the 
best opportunities for those dy- 
ing to buy a gem that no one 
wsepaui attention to are still to be found 

thefeason 8 ^ auctkms halfway fcroogh 

. Sotheby’s sale of Old Master' paint- 
m SSon Wednesday made one wonder 
whether the auction houses do not 
sometimes understate their case in the 
full knowledge that it will get the art. 
sleuths all excited. The most- intriguing 

SOURENMELTKIAN 

case was offered by a Mannerist picture 
onjhe subject of “Minerva, Fortune and 
Abu ndanc e.” which was described as 
the work of Hans Rottenbammer, aGer- 
• man painter (1564-1625) in great de- 
mand. The copper panel, only 3 1 .5 cen- 
timeters (12 1/4 inches) high, is 
exquisitely preserved. This made the 
estimate, £15,000 to £20,000 ($22^00 
to $ 30,00 0). curiously modest for a Rot- 
ten hamm pT 

The subject is even more curious. It 
may be a while before its nuances are 
fully understood. Abundance been 
given the features of a woman seated on 
.a draped pedestal, holding a bunch of 
■ fruit A spoofy Minerva stands in one 
comer, steadying a spear as she twists 
her body to look back at Abundance. 


belie the martial appearance that a steel 
■helmet perched over her fair locks is 
supposed to gi ve her. Chi the right, For- 
- tune, in the guise of a young woman in a 
" golden drape, ominously toms her hark 
cm the viewer as she steadies the wheel 

* of Fortune with one hand. A bearded 
Turk with a big tuifcan clutches her other 
wrist Under his long red cloak, the 
s tump of a wooden leg can be made out 

• Unconcerned, two winged chubby little 
‘ fellows hover above the three women. 

If die scene is intriguing, so is the name 
in slanting capitals that appears under die 
foot of Minerva. Contrary to their habit, 
Sotheby’s experts make no mention of it, 
not even to refine the authorship it im- 


plies. The name reads *‘V[an] Bafen" 
and the lettering merges into the paint as 
authentic signatures do. The moment the 
picture came up, ladders jumped in. 
Johnny Van Haeften, England’s premier 
connoisseur of Dutch and Flemish paint- 
ing, won the battle to the nine of £49,500. 
double the top estimate. 

The dealer could not conceal his glee. 
Van Haeften says that the picture is, 
indeed, by Hendrik van Baku. the Ant- 
werp Mannerist. Paintings entirely from 
bis band are rare, if only because be spent 
his time painting figures into the scenes 
or landscapes of others, such as Jan 


Brueghel the Younger. Van Baien is im- 
portant Rubens was trained in his studio, 
where he probably acquired his early 
taste for the Italianate manner, before his 
trip to Italy, and Wednesday's allegory is 
a prime example of it. A significan t ait 
hi&orical discovery has just been made. 

: Couldfoere be a repeal on a minor 
scale with asother-unnsual picture m the 
sale, a “Saint Jerome" attributed to the 
"Master of the LiHe Adoration"? This 
denomination was coined by Ellen 
Konowhz when attempting to recon- 
struct the oeuvre of an anonymous artist 
from Antwerp around “The Adoration 
of the Shepherds" in the Palais des 
Beaux Arts at LiHe. 

T HE newly discovered Saint 
Jerome is curious. A bald eld- 
erly man is seated at a table, 
holding a bone in one hand. 
Behind him. a skull is laid cm a table 
against the backdrop of a monumental 
pier. It is impossible to tell whether the 
scene is set indoors, as the strong light- 
ing would suggest, or in the open, as the 
architectural dement and part of a land- 
scape in tiie fop comer right might lead 
one to info. 

The picture does not fit terribly well 
with the Antwerp style of the 1530s. Its 
sculptural sharpness, the s aint 's tormen- 
ted expression, the intense lighting, raise 
another possibility. Could this be the 
wcsk of a Flemish artist established in 
Spain? Ralph Vails, who bought it, con- 
fesses that the thought crossed his mind. 
Fa- only £18,400 he may yet come up 
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Thrill of the Hunt Is Key to an Auction of Old Masters 



Still life with a dog, musical instruments and armor, attributed to the Lombard School, circa 1700. 


with another art historical find concern- 
ing a period that was as complex as any 
in tire cultural history of Europe. 

Even well-researched schools, say 
Dutch painting of the 17tb century, still 
allow haulers to exercise their skills. 

The painting that got all the dealers 
on their toes on Wednesday was cata- 
logued as the work of Godfried 
Schalken. A woman theatrically dressed 
in improbable silk drapes inspects her 
face in a minor. She is seated under an 
extravagant piece of golden fabric 
hanging from trees to serve as a canopy 


in a forest, of ail places. A rock crystal 
footed cup with silver gilt mounts set on 
a drape is just as unlikely in this setting. 
Far away, a young man peers over a 
hedge, riveted by what he sees. The 
scene, presumably based on a literary 
(perhaps mythological) theme, has yet 
to be explained. 

As it becomes clearer, so will, per- 
haps. the identity of the master who 
painted it. Sotheby's, following the 
opinion of the Dutch scholar Fred 
Meijer. retained the Schalken label that 
was attached to the picture when it was 


Sdhety-i 


sold at Christie’s m 1934. In 1935, it 
made an appearance in the Stockholm 
art trade as the work, of Adriaen van d er 
Werff. One can see why. As it happens, 
the portrait of a family signed by Ad- 
riaen van der Werff (another rarity ) was 
included in Wednesday's sale. The wo- 
man in the group wears the same kind of 
dress with frills uncovering the upper 
pan of her breasts, and more remark- 
ably. she has the same highly perched, 
arched eyebrows. Add the closed lips in 
a dreamy pout, the same pearl necklace, 
and that is enough to make one toy for a 


moment with the thought that the same 
model may have sax for the two paint- 
ings — perhaps for die same painter. 

Other dealers believed in a third 
name, Arie de Vais. Some may have had 
the answer, fa they jumped into die fray 
with unexpected vim. Sotheby’s 
£30.000 to £40,000 estimate was ad- 
mittedly conservative, but no one would 
have dared forecast the final bid of 
£280,000 with which an anonymous 
buyer wrested it from Richard Green. 
The shrewd London dealer is unlikely to 
have raised the stakes so high on a mere 
hunch. 

T HOSE who do not have lim- 
itless funds roust not lose heart 
Not every catch mobilizes the 
energies of professionals. Two 
large-size compositions could be seen 
on Wednesday, labeled “still lives" of 
the "Lombard school, circa 1700." In 
one, a breast plate, a round shield, a 
v am brace and a jousting helmet in blued 
steel with gilded bronze mounts, all part 
of the same suit of armor, are seen lying 
across a flag and various brocaded fur- 
nishings. An ensign with a double- 
headed eagle topped by a crown is also 
visible. 

Such a precise painting was clearly 
commissioned fa a purpose. The 
matching composition, equally precise, 
is different. Precious vessels made of 
silver and silvergilt are piled up amidst 
costly brocades. A stringed instrument 
and an open score in which the notes are 
carefully rendered are also featured. On 
the silver gilt armorial shield attached to 
a beautiful silver basin, initials in a 
cursive hand ("D.G."?) can be made 
out. These might give a clue to the 
identity of the patron. In the midst of it 
all, a small dog seated on its hind legs is 
portrayed with consummate mastery. 
On his gold brocaded collar, two more 
initials in capitals, "V.W." may be 
those of the artist (Van Wittel?). 

Estimated to be worth £15,000 to 
£20,000, the pair ended up at £26,450, 
making it ate of the week's most in- 
spired buys. Ait may be getting scarcer, 
but the bum has lost none of its fun. 
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Variation on a Theme Park: Key West in Age of Absolute Simulation 


By William Booth 

Washington PostService 

O RLANDO, Florida 
— Here in the- city 
where reality is just 
another desagn 
concept, comes die latest, 
perhaps greatest, most ambi- - 
tious forgery of alb Key West 
Wodd. 

On 5 acres (2. hectares) at 
the Sea World theme and mar- 
ine park, a highly skilled team 
of designers is nearing com- 
pletion of its own version of a 
simulated, romanticized 
"Key West,” a “hish and tri- 
brant landscape” that will — 
the promotional materials 
promise — “showcase all the 
- wild excitement, island beauty 
and funky, tropical charm" of 
the continental United States' ■ 
southernmost city, minus the 
laid-back debauchery associ- 
ated with the real Key West, a 
- seven-hoar drive south. 

Yet to the scholars and crit- 
ics who seek to understand the 
political antisocial rnwining of 
the American landscape, the 
new Key West, with its non- 
alcoholic margaritas, repres- 
ents not just another new tour- 
ist attraction in Orlando, but 
foe most powerful trend in 
American architecture: foe 
creation of hundreds, perhaps 
thousands, of "themed envir- 
onments,” the sanitized, 
"Disneyfied," simulated 
spaces popping up across the 
country. 

"I think that theming, it 
is often called, is the largest, 
most notable trend in arcfai- 
. tecture today." said Margaret 
Crawford, the chair of history 
and theory at Southern Cali- 
fornia Institute of Architec- 
ture in Los Angeles. 

As examples. Crawford 
and her colleagues point to 
the creation of streams and 
forests within malls and hotel 
atriums, to office buildings 
towering above the preserved 
facades of old three-story 
brownstones. to all manner of 
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Building of ‘ ‘ Dolphin Cove ’ 1 at simulated Key West. 


replications of Old West 
towns and Mexican hacien- 
das in regional airports. 

“The fake is replacing foe 
real everywhere, and it is not 
just at theme parks,” Craw- 
fad said. "The artificial en- 
vironment is ubiquitous be- 
cause everyone knows the 
fake is better than the real." 

T HREE years ago, 
when MCA Devel- 
opment Co., a sub- 
sidiary of foe giant 
entertainment company, 
opened CftyWaSc. a $100 
million re-creation of raffish 
Southern California locations 
such as Hollywood 
Boulevard and Venice Beach 
but built within foe grounds of 
Universal.- Studio's theme 
park in the San Fernando Val- 
ley, a company official called 
it “idealized reality.” Critics 


in Los Angeles called die ped- 
estrian mall, lined with res- 
taurants and shops, an attempt 
to censor foe realities of urban 
life. 

The real can be messy and 
dangerous. Reality looks so 
unfocused and incoherent and 
unplanned, Crawford said. 
The fake brings order, secur- 
ity and, of course, the awe- 
some ability to mass-market 
products. So what is wrong 
with themed environments? 

Yet Crawford and many of 
her colleagues believe that we 
are living in what foe French 
postmodernist and decon- 
struct! onist Jean B au d ri lla r d 
calls “foe Age of Absolute 
Simulation,” where foe lines 
between foe authentic and tire 
re-created are blurring at a 
fozzy rase, and where, for in- 
stance, those bom in “the 


post-mall world" view the art- 
fully recreated “village 
squares" and rebuilt "historic 
downtowns" as foe real thing, 
when in fact they never existed 
in their present, pristine form. 

Nowhere is foe simulated 
environment so apparent, so 
much a part of "life,” as in 
Orlando, where tollways are 
lined with billboards touting 
66 theme attractions, which 
draw 25 million leisure vis- 
itors a year to the region of 1.2 
million inhabitants and 84.327 
motel rooms. The amount of 
money spent, according to foe 
region’s visitor and conven- 
tion bureau, is currently in- 
calculable. 

There are medieval dinner 
theaters, complete with table- 
side jousting. The Rain Forest 
Cafe. African safaris with real 
elephants. Splendid China 
theme park, with its miniature 
version of foe Great Wall. 
Mayan temples and Egyptian 
pyramids. Scaled and simu- 
lated models of Paris and 
Rome and Manhattan at Dis- 
ney Wold and Universal Stu- 
dios. And the movie and tele- 
vision rides and exhibits fa 
"Bay Watch," “King Kong" 
and ‘‘The Twilight Zone” at 

foe other parks. 

The creators of Anheuser- 
Busch Cos.* Key West at Sea 
World think they are just 
building another pleasant at- 
traction among the many 
already filling Orlando. And 
they are. But it is clear that foe 
Age of Simulation already is 
flourishing at the new tourist 
attraction. 

* ‘I think Key West is fun," 
said Art Freeman, Sea 
World’s vice president of en- 
tertainment "We are not 
copying Key West We are 
romanticizing it” 

In their re-creation. Free- 
man and his fellow designers 
sought out “icons" associ- 
ated with the real Key West 
which itself is quickly gentri- 
fying as "conchs,” foe long- 
time residents, move out and 



Reprise at Hermitage 

New York Times Service 

HOSE who thought they bad missed * ‘Hidden Treas- 
ures Revealed,” which closed last, month at foe Her- 
mitage in St Petersburg, have another chance. The 
blockbuster exhibition of Impressionist and Post-Im- 
■ssionist paintings from German private collections, once 
• — J i in World Warlt, was the 

- T ’“ mm 

This smaller show, which wui oe on v«rw ror irajix 
months, has been named “French Paintmgs of foe J9fo and20* 
Centuries From German Private Collections Transferred During 

’ W ^ffinoe*Ute paintings are no longer hidden, we thought we 
should give it another name," said Albert Kostepench, a 
curator of modem and Europ«in paintings at foe Hemutage. 
•This new installation gives foe idea of the original show. It 
. includes foe best paintings-” 



i act week, the Hermitage a,™ ~ 

V/wfctMtblisher announced that the museum would mount 
worts in ration. • ‘ M» D™ 
Kcovered: Treasures From Prewar German Collections 1 

from Dec. 3 to March 31. 


auction sales 
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QROUOT RICHELIEU 

9, rue Drouot, 75009 Paris - TeL: (1) 48 00 20 2A 
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; Friday, May 3, 1996 — 

Boom 5 at 2:35 pm. - ABSTRACT AND CONTEMPO- 
RARY ART. Experts: Mrs. M. A Plat, M. F. Bailie. On view 
Thursday, May 2, from 11 ajn. to 6 pm-, Friday May 3, 
from 31 aan. io noon. E tu d e TAJAN, 37. rue des Math Li- 
nns, 7500B PARK. Td.: (1) 53 30 30 30 - Fax: (1) 53 30 30 31. 


In NEW YORK please -owaact Ketty Maisonrouge <$ Or. Inc. 
Ifi East 6^01 Street, fifth fltxjr. N.Y. 1UU21. Phones (212) 
737 35 97 / 737 3K 13 - Fax-. (212r H61 14 34. 


Friday, May 3, 1996 

Room 4 at 2:00 p.m. - “L f An et Li Cynegctique' from 
Mr. P., Important Collection of HOOKS - PAINTINGS - 
DRAWINGS - WATKKCOLORS - ENGRAVINGS - 
BRONZES. MOXON-ROBERT, 19, roe de la Grunec- 
HaiuUery, 75009 PARIS. Tel.: U) AH 00 99 44 - Fax: 
( ] MH 00 9K 5H. 




their houses are converted in- 
to quaint inns . 

And so Key West World 
wfl] have "dolphin lagoons" 
with plastic sea fens and coral 
reefs made of fiber glass -re- 
inforced concrete, which will 
mimic the actual coral reefs 
slowly dying in the real Ra- 
ida Keys. 

There will be "sandy 
beadles" too, gently washed 
by mechanically created 
waves revealing hidden plastic 
shells in die rocky grotto, 
which is filled with feke rocks, 
because fa one thing, “real 
rock doesn’t have as much 
character as foe molds,” ex- 
plained Frank Mum. Sea 
World's general curator. 

The animal exhibits of real 
dolphins, sting rays and en- 
dangered sea turtles will be 


surrounded by a sanitized 
"Duval Street" and a "cas- 
ual and eclectic neighbor- 
hood” populated by paid 
"colorful characters.” 

The characters will include 
wire walkers and a sand 
sculptor, “a bom and raised 
Floridian." Freeman said. 
"She'll be interactive.' * There 
will a magician, too. modeled 
after a W.C. Fields-type char- 
acter selling swampland. 

A S for island tunes, 
in “a place to kick 
off foe shoes and 
dance in foe sand." 
the park is creating something 
it calls “Florida jazz," which 
is a melding of Jimmy Buffet. 
Louis Armstrong and Louis 
Prima. (Indeed. Buffet, him- 
self. is into simulacra with his 


chain of Margarita ville res- 
taurants.) 

Freeman admits that there 
is '"a certain decadence you 
don’t want to do" from the 
real Key West. 

It is home — though less so 
each year — to all manner of 
free-tivers. boat bums, drug 
traffickers. Bahamians, bo- 
hemians and blocks of sa- 
loons. many of them simu- 
lated “Old Key West" 
hangouts, on the famously 
bawdy Duval Street. 

The ersatz Key West will 
have its own version of 
Duval, painted in teal tones 
with tin roofs and palms, a big 
gift shop selling Key West 
memorabilia and restaurants 
offering conch fritters, funnel 
cake, key lime pie — and 
hamburgers with fries. 


Even foe critics of such 
simulated environments 
praise the awesome workman- 
ship and skill of foe attraction, 
to be opened on Memorial 
Day weekend. The "coral" 
looks alive. The dolphins will 
squeak and 1 eap, and foe sting 
rays will eat shrimp out of 
children’s hands. 

“We’ve gotten a little 
grief.” Mumi confessed. 
"But we’re not trying to du- 
plicate foe Keys. This is good 
for them and good fa us.' * 

"Them,” the denizens aod 
marketers of foe real Key 
West, also depend almost en- 
tirely on tourism for their 
livelihood. Key West offi- 
cials have said they hope the 
attraction will help entice 
more people to visit their is- 
land. 


ANTIQUES 



British Golfing 
Antiques 

We are proud to present this special sale 
ut'a country gentleman’s outstanding private 
collection of clubs, balls, paintings and other 
gulling rarities, dating from 1835 to 1^55, and 
belonging to famous characters throughout historv. 
All pieces are fully documented and authenticated, 
included are items used and owned by 

Sir Winston Churchill, Charles Dickens, 

King Edward VIII, Tom Morris 
and the Duke uf Wellington. 

Prices vary from US$950 to US$27,200 
and include full authentication jnd hisrorv 
of the item, plus delivery and insurance worldwide. 

If you would like to consider owning one 
of these magnificent and unique pieces, please contact 
Mr. Lewis on phone number +44 17 1 470 7109 
or fax us on +44 171 470 7119. in London, L'K. 


COLLECTORS 


HARRY FANE 

wishes to purchase old 

CARTIER 

objects: 

clock*, QjPKttca «*«*, powder hotel, 
desk accessories, phocn frames, etc. 

Please contact: 

OBSIDIAN, London 
[Teh 0171-930 8606 fee 0171-839 5834 


Spink 
deal in 

English Paintings and %teteulaus 
Oriental. Asian and Islamic Art 
Textiles - Medals and M Starts 
Coins - Bullion -Banknotes 
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SPINK & SON LTD KINQ ST. 
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SkoMai w» too a/imfor vdbt ort in ihr IXTUtMIKMI. 1 1 GUI J) THIBl Xt 


ART EXHIBITIONS 


From PISANELLO to TIEPOLO 

VEOTIHN DRAWINGS FROM THE FWTC UCT COLLECTION 

\ from March 21 to May 5. everyday except Monday firm 1 pm to 7 pm 
hBtinn Neobocbfa, 121, luedeLSe. 75007 PARIS. Metro: Assembler Naikmale 


NEW ORLEANS 

/hytfe# 

(tali'. 

these fine 
luilde, 


The Rodrigue Gallery of 
New Orleans. Inc. 
Galerie Rovale. Ltd. 


to visit ^ 

Royal Street Guild establishments 
in the heart of the Vieux Carre. 
Antique Furniture, Decorations & Paintings 

French Antique Shop Henrv Stern Antiques 

Rothschild’s Antiques Waldhoro Company. Inc. 

Royal Antiques. Ltd. M.S. Rau. Inc. Antiques 

Keifs Antiques Regency House Antiques 

Art Galleries 

Touchstone Fine Art 
Dyansen Gallery' of 
New Orleans 

Jewelry — Estate, Antique, Contemporary 

Hoover Watches & levels Gerald D. Katz Antiques. Inc. 

Thomas Mann Gallery I/O 

Coins, Stamps & Specialities 

Diane Genre Orien la] Raymond H. Weill Company 

Art & Antiques James H. Cohen & Sons. Inc! 

Gifts & Decorative Accessories 

Brass Monkey Moss Antiques 

Shop of The T\vo Sisters 

Hotels 

Omni Rova! Orleans 

Royal Street Guild 

Upholding The Code of Ethics for Quality. 
Integrity, Authenticity 

The Roval Street Guild. 828 Rova! Street. 

Box 522/Dept. IHT. New Orleans. La.. 70116. USA 
Phone: (504) 524-1260. Fax: (504) 891-1228. 
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A New York Feeding Frenzy 

IPOs Go Hollywood, and Buyers Eat it Up 


By Judith H. Dobrzynski 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — On the floor of 
the New York Stock Exchange, a 
lot of high-priced talent is standing 
around in the frenzy. 

Henry Schacht, chairman of Lu- 
cent Technologies Inc., is pan of 
the crowd, and so are Richard 
Gras so, the exchange chairman, 
and President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro 
of Italy, who is at the exchange to 
give a speech. 

Messengers push through die 
gawkers to deliver buy or sell or- 
ders to Michael La Branche, the 
specialist at Post 7-N. 

Lucent is going public, a spin- 
off of AT&T Corp. Even those 
who are not trying to buy shares in 
the $3 billion deal, the largest ini- 
tial public offering in American 
history, want to witness it. 

Most excited of all, perhaps, is 
Nellie Perkins, who works fee 
second shift at a Lucent plant in 
Oklahoma Gty. She has never be- 
fore set foot in New York, let alone 
on the floor of the Big Board, but on 
this particular day, April 4, Lucent 
has flown her in to buy the first 500 
shares. 

Finally, at 10:44 AM., 74 
minutes after the opening bell, Mr. 
La Branche matches orders and 
bundles them into one trade. 

Ms. Redans, whose purchase is 


pan of the package, announces the 
inaugural trade: “15,887,800 Lu- 
cent shares to trade at 31%. ” Cam- 
eras click. These are smiles, hugs, 
even tears in the Lucent crowd. 

In one variation or another, feat 
scene has been repeated hundreds 

Planet Hollywood and Compu- 
Serve well received. Page 10 

of tiroes in the past year, as com- 
panies increasingly make going 


The Allure of IPOs 

Money raised through initial public 
offerings. More has been raised so 
far this year than In the entire first 
half of 1995. 

• FuSyear 
■& First halt at year 
■ Year through April 17 


$30 billion 



'86 ’88 '90 '92 , 94'-’95- , ’96 
Source: Securities Data Co. 
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public into an event, hoping to stand 
out in the crowd. And what a crowd 
it is. If current trends hold up, April 
will be the hottest month ever for 
raising money in new issues. 

Wall Street's roaring bull is al- 
lowing a throng of companies to 
rap the market for money. 

But as a few recent sharp declines 
suggest, the market's strength — 
based in part on a five-year-old 
economic expansion — will not last 
forever. At some point, investors 
will have their fill of these newly 
minted companies, and the window' 
for new stock issues will close. 

That prospect is making the cur- 
rent rush to the starting gate all the 
more jammed. 

New York, as the capital of cap- 
italism, makes it all happen. Wall 
Street orchestrates and lives off 
these stock offerings, through 
which shares in private companies 
are made available for sale to the 
public for the first rime. 

The blockbuster fees generated 
by mergers and acquisitions get 
more attention because the deals 
are bigger. But securities firms 
typically collect 7 percent of the 
value of a stock offering, com- 
pared with 1 percent of a merger, 
said Richard Peterson, an analyst 
at Securities Data Corp. 

Not once in the past 10 years 

See IPO, Page 10 


Fidelity Managers 
Reported Under 
SEC Investigation 


Australis Ends News Corp. Deal 


OMeniallanal Herald Trtane 


Ciwpii. Iby OwStfFism 

SYDNEY — In a blow to Rupert 
Murdoch’s plans to do minate the 
Australian pay-television industry, 
his rival Kory Packer has agreed to 
fund fee cash-strapped pay-TV op- 
erator Australis Media Ltd. 

Australis, in turn, on Friday ended 
plans to merge with News Corp.’s 
ocal pay-television arm, FbxteL 
News Corp. announced the mer- 
ger in October, and the combined 
pay-TV company would have bad 
the capacity to reach 90 percent of 
Australian homes. But Australia's 


antitrust body found fault with the 
deal, and Mr. Packer’s funding of 
200 million Australian dollars 
($1573 million) will provide Aus- 
tralis with working capital for the 
next six months. 

Australis warned on March 15 
that its ability to remain a viable 
operator depended on new funds 
from shareholders. 

Under the agreement, Mr. Packer 
can convert 40 million dollars of his 
loan to Australis into equity. To- 
gether with options over shares and 
convertible notes, the agreement 


may see him emerge with a voting 
stake in Australis of as much as 23 
percent according to fee securities 
house P.G. Intercapital. 

“It certainly puts Packer in a 
much stronger position than he was 
before," said John Bell, media ana- 
lyst at ABN Amro Hoare Govert. 

Australis has kept in place a pro- 
mam-supply agreement between its 
Galaxy satellite and microwave ser- 
vice and Foxtel. which guarantees 
Australis about 4.4 billion dollars in 
payments from Foxtel over 25 
years. ( Bloomberg . Reuters) 


By Brett D. Fromson 

Wus/iingio* Post Service 

WASHINGTON — The Secur- 
ities and Exchange Commission is 
investigating Jeffrey Vinik. who 
runs the S56 billion Magellan Fund, 
and other fund managers at Fidelity 
Investments to determine whether 
they used Fidelity ’s market power to 
profit from trading stocks for them- 
selves. according to government 
and legal sources. 

Investigators are looking at the 
personal "trading of at least three 
Fidelity fund managers other than 
Mr. Vinik, the sources said. 

They also are examining the trad- 
ing of three former Fidelity employ- 
ees. a former fund manager and rwo 
former analysts, while they were at 
the Fidelity, the sources said. 

Hie agency's enforcement divi- 
sion is trying to determine whether 
the fund managers and analysts 
traded stocks for themselves to be- 
nefit from subsequent buying or 
selling by Fidelity mutual funds, a 
practice called ‘‘front-running,’’ the 
sources said. Such trading could vi- 
olate securities laws prohibiting 
front-running and insider trading. 

[The Securities and Exchange 
Commission took issue with The 
Washington Post’s report that the 
SEC was investigating trading at 
fidelity Investments. Bloomberg 
Business News reported from Bos- 
ton. It said the article contained ‘ ‘in- 
accuracies which have led to er- 
roneous impressions." It did not 
elaborate. Typically, the agency 
does not comment on its invest- 
igative activities.] 

A spokeswoman for Fidelity said: 
“We are not aware of an SEC in- 
vestigation into persona] trading at 
Fidelity. During the broad consid- 
eration of personal trading issues that 
occurred in the 1993-94 period, the 
SEC staff talked to many investment 
companies, including Fidelity. We 
have not heard from the SEC on 
those matters in well over a year." 

[“I don’t have anything to say." 
Mr. Vinik said when asked for com- 


ment on the report, according to 
Bloomberg.] 

The SEC investigation began in 
1994 but proceeded slowly because 
other matters took precedence and 
because it is difficult to demonstrate 
when front-running actually occurs, 
officials said. 

The inquiry has been given new 
attention in recent months, but there 
is no certainty feat it will resulr in 
enforcement action, they said. 

fidelity', which has more than 1 00 
stock funds, is the biggest, best- 
known U.S. mutual fund company, 
managing $428 billion for nearly 10 
million customers. 

The investigation also could af- 
fect the entire $3 trillion industry by 
focusing attention on the ethical 
standards of mutual funds — spe- 
cifically, on their rules on personal 
trading by employees and how well 
those rules are enforced. 

These investors can be affected if 
the personal trading of fund em- 
ployees creates a conflict of interest 
— if, for example, a fund manager 
or analyst buys a promising stock for 
his own account before buying for 
his fund or recommending it to man- 
agers of other funds at his firm. 

Besides Mr. Vinik, Fidelity man- 
agers whose trading is being scru- 
tinized include Larry Greenberg, 
manager of the Emerging Growth 
and VIP Growth funds; Michael 
Gordon, manager of Retirement 
Growth, and Harris Levi ton, man- 
ager of Adviser Strategic Oppor- 
tunities Fund, sources said. 

The three former Fidelity employ- 
ees are Larry Bowman, a former fund 
manager who now manages money 
for Soundview Financial Group Inc. 
of Stamford. Connecticut; Jeff Fein- 
berg. who assisted Mr. Vinik at 
Magellan and now is a managing 
director at Soros Fund Management 
in New York, and Steve Shapiro, 
another former technology analyst 
who is now an analyst at Tiger Man- 
agement Corp. in New York. The 
three said through their companies 
that they would not comment 


ECONOMIC SCENE 


New-Media Jobs Spur Coastal Rivalry 


By Steve Lohr 

New fort Times Service 


NEW YORK — The new-media 
business may be a fledgling industry, 
but it has already generated a trig-time 
fight for bragging rights that pits New 
York against the West Coast. 

The heated debate was precipitated 
j a study of the new-media industry in 
Tew York released this week. 

The study, conducted by Coopers & 
Ly brand, found that companies mak- 
ing sites cm the Internet's World Wide 
eb, multimedia software, computer 
games and other new-media products 
supported 71,500 workers m 4,200 
companies in fee metropolitan New 
York region. 

New-media jobs, the study found, 
had doubled over fee past three years, 
and gross revenue reached $3.8 billion 


& 

Ly 


— although after transactions among 
themselves were eliminated, the final 
figure was about $1 billion. 

On fee West Coast, these figures 
were greeted with derision, 

“Thar New York study galvanized 
people here like you wouldn’t be- 
lieve," said Rohit Shukla, executive 
director of the Los Angeles Regional 
Technology Alliance, a corporate and 
government partnership. 

“There may be a thriving new-me- 
dia business in New York,” Mr. Shukla 
said, "but no matter what they are 
doing in New York, it isn’t generating 
those kind of revenues and jobs.” 


Mr. Shukla, using a different meth- 
odology and definition of new-media 
technologies, places New York behind 
both San Francisco and Los Angeles. 

A study by Bay Area Multimedia 
Partnership, a corporate and govern- 
ment group, estimated last year feat 
new-media industries in the nine- 
county region around San Francisco 
had mare than 2,200 companies em- 
ploying 62,000 people. 

Measuring employment and job cre- 
ation in any new industry is tricky 
because such jobs do not fit neatly into 
fee standard industrial classifications 
of the federal government's official 
employment counter, die Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. 

Most new-media jobs, economists 
say, would probably be included in the 
government’s business services cat- 
egory, which saw a rise of 30,000 in fee 
wist three years, to 260,000 from 
230,000, in New York City and ad- 
jacent counties in New York state. said 
David Hensley, a regional economist at 
Salomon Brothers. 

In New York City, die nearest com- 
parable area in the Coopers & Lybrand 
study, 17,000 new-media jobs were 
created over fee past three years. 

“The net job growth is possible, but 
it would mean new media accounted 
for much of the growth in the entire 
business- services category," Mr. 
Hensley said. 

“Measuring this kind of amorph- 
ously defined industry is difficult for 


anyone, but the results of the New York 
study don’t make sense to me," said 
Joel Kotkin, a senior fellow for public 
policy at Pepperdine University in 
Malibu, California. 

Andrew Zimmerman, a partner at 
Coopers & Lybrand. said, "I feel that 
within a reasonable margin of error, fee 
survey numbers are accurate.” But he 
said that measuring employment in 
new media involved judgment calls. 

• ‘We did extrapolate from a sample, 
but we made every effort to avoid 
double-counting feat might exaggerate 
the numbers," Mr. Zimmerman said. 

Coopers & Lybrand followed up the 
data generated by market research and 
government data wife telephone in- 
terviews and some face-to-face inter- 
views. 

The New York survey was paid for 
by Empire State Development Corp., a 
state agency, and commissioned by fee 
New York New Media Association, a 
trade group. 

One explanation for fee bicoastal dis- 
pute, said Brian Horey, president of the 
trade association, is that people on fee 
West Coast “are looking at ttus from the 
prism of CD-ROM and PC software." 

New York lags in those areas, be 
said, but the region is rich in small 
companies designing and s upp o rti ng 
Web sites for larger companies. 

He estimated that companies work- 
ing on the Web accounted for more 
than half the new-media employment 
in New York. 


4- Way Talks Start on Telecom Pact 


Reuters 

KOBE, Japan — Trade chiefs from 
four major economic powers began bi- 
annual talks here Friday bur prospects 
were cloudy on their main challenge — 
making headway on a pact to open up the 
world’s telecommunications market. 

The trade ministers gathered in fee 
Japanese port city of Kobe, an inter- 
national trading hub which just over a 
year ago was devastated by an earth- 
quake. 

The meetings bring together the Euro- 
pean Union trade commissioner. Sir Le- 
on Brrttan, Trade Minister Shunpei 
Tsukahara of Japan, the Canadian trade 
minister. Art Eggleton. and acting Trade 
Representative Charlene Barshefsky of 
the United States. An April 30 deadline 
looms for forging a global telecommu- 
nications pact 

Sealing such an accord would mean 


cheaper phone calls and lower business 
costs because of more competition in the 
$513 billion telecommunications mar- 
ket 

"It is a key time for trying to make a 
final push forward in basic telecom ne- 
gotiations. which should end on April 
30,“’ Ira Shapiro, general counsel to the 
U.S. Trade Representative's office, told 
a meeting of business executives. 
“Without the leadership of Quad coun- 
tries. we will not make the requisite 
progress.” 

Sir Leon, for his part, said a failure on 
telecommunications would cast a “deep 
shadow" over the weekend’s so-called 
quadrilateral trade talks, which will cov- 
er a broad agenda. 

Telecommunications “is the most im- 
portant issue and it would cast a deep 
shadow over the talks if no satisfactory 
agreement is reached," Peter Guilford, a 


European Commission spokesman, said. 

But wife the United States urging its 
quadrilateral partners to make better of- 
fers on how far they will open their 
markets to foreign investment and com- 
petition, and fingers pointing at Canada 
as one culprit, it was doubtful how much 
progress could be made. 

“At best, we will reach a kind of 
common understanding among quadri- 
lateral members." Mr. Guilford said. 
"But it won’t be easy." 

Even if fee four partners clinch a deal, 
it remains unclear whether enough of fee 
countries debating the issue within fee 
Geneva-based World Trade Organiza- 
tion would join them with substantial 
offers. Formally, 51 governments, in- 
cluding the EU's 15. are taking part in 
the negotiations, which are unfinished 
business from the 1986-1993 Uruguay 
Round of world trade talks. 
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30-Year T-Bond Yield 


Microsoft Cheers PC Industry 


IPO: New Issues Play for the Camera 

Continued from Page 9 ' J™ 


Jones indnsoial avn^ dosed 
down I6J26 pomts at 5,535.48, bat 
gaming issues outnumbered losing 
Siesby a 3-ro-2 ratio onfoe New 
Yoric Stock Exchange. - 
Microsoft rose % to 109 m a day 
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O^^b^QarSufffnmDiipta^es 

REDMOND, Washington — Mi- 
crosoft Corp.'s shares rose Friday on 
an earnings report that suggested the 
personal-computer industry during 
die first three months of the year was 
healthier than it had been widely 
portrayed as being. 

Hie company said late Thursday 
its third-quarter earnings rose 42 
percent as software royalties from 
PC makers hit a record level. They 
install Microsoft's programs to run 
die basic functions of a machine, 
usually in a process that is lucrative 
to die software company. 

Microsoft shares closed up 75 
cents, at $109.75, in over-the- 
counter trading. The profit report 
came out Thursday after the market 
had closed. 

Microsoft said it earned $562 mil- 
lion, or 88 cents a share, in the period 
ended March 31, up from $396 mil- 
lion. or 63 cents a share, a year 
earlier. Revenue rose 39 percent, to 
$22 billion. 

Analysts had been forecasting a 
profit of 85 cents a share. 

“We had a great quarter,** said 


Mike Brown, chief financial of- 
ficer. “It was one of those quarters 
that was solid across the board.” 

The strong earnings put Mi- 
crosoft on the “recommended for 
purchase'* list of stocks at Gold- 
man, Sachs & Co. 

Richard Sheriund, a Goldman 
Sachs analyst, also raised his earn- 
ings forecast for financial 1997 to 
$4.10 a share from $4 amid expect- 
ations for strong software sales. 

Mr. Sheriund said he thought 
strong sales of software to run cor- 
porate computer networks would 
overshadow slowing sales of gen- 
eral business software in 1997. 

Mr. Sheriund took Microsoft off 
foe * ‘recommended list" in Novem- 
ber because of concern that nimble 
Internet software companies were 
gaining a lead over Microsoft in a 
potentially huge software niche. 

Microsoft also feces slowing sales 
of word processors and spreadsheets 
as fewer new PCs are sold and fewer 
people rash to buy these p r ogram s 
when new versions come out 

Microsoft results came just a few 


days after Intel Corp., which malms 
the mrrfp rhip font nms PCs,- aim 
reported results that were better, 
than expected. 

Many analysts have been watch- 
ing for signs of a sharp reduction in 
PC-industry growth. 

Few major PC makers have re- 
ported their January-March resales. 
International Business Machines 
Corp. said this week that worldwide 
PC demand had grown steadily but 
that U.S. sales growth was weak. 
Apple Computer Inc., stung by 
takeover rumors and an executive 
changeover, suffered an 18 percent 
(hop in sales. 

But Mr. Brown warned the Aprfl- 
June period was traditionally the 
time Microsoft experienced the 
slowest growth. 

“I wouldn’t be surprised to see a 
little bit of a fourth-quarter tip- 
down,” he said. 

Far die first nine months of its 


have merger fees surpassed stock 
offering fees, which have exceeded 
$700 mfllirHi so far this year. 

From the pockets of investment 
hanlrarg , that money* gets sprinkled 


19961 

firing 


ers, hotel and restaurant workers, 
cha u ffe u r* and even unemployed 
actors on some recent occasions. 

In a trend likely to fallen the 
bonanza, some -recent stock offer- 
ings are being celebrated in ways 
th at go beyond the traditional ex- 
clusive breakfasts and dinners for 
executives and investment bankers. 

Now companies are using the oc- 


year, Microsoft earned $1.64 bil- 
lion. up from $1.09 billion a year 


lion, up from $1.09 billion a year 
earlier, as revenue rose to $6.4 bil- 
lion from $43 billion. 

(AP, Bloomberg) 


Now companies are using me oc- 
casion to forge an identity, with 
Wall Street brokers and traders. 

Revlon brought the models 
Claudia Schiffer and Cindy Craw- 
ford to spice op its debut in Feb- 
ruary. It also put their photos on the 
traditional giveaway lapel pins, in- 
stantly turning what are normally 
throwaways into hot hems. 

Cartoon character appearances 
— like Spiderman for Marvel Com- 
ics and Mr. Peanut foe Nabisco — 
are becoming so common that last 


ted the. computer industry was 
hfflft bfer dan portrayed, dning die 
first three months of the year. 

International Business Machines 

shook faith in the technology mar- 
ket Wednesday . w hen ft warned that 
future - arn mg s growth may slow. 
The stock remained under presage, 
closing at I05%* down S4. 

But Bay Networks rose Itt to 
30K after "Merrill Lynch rated the 
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Very briefly: 

Westmghouse Selling Off Units 


2 High-Profile Firms Go Public 


PITTSBURGH (Bloomberg) — Westmghouse Electric 
Corp. said Friday it would take an $813 million first-quarter 
charge to sell its environmental-services businesses and for 
several other actions, as it continues its shift to broadcasting 
and away from its traditional heavy industries. 

Westmghouse said “several strategic and financial buy- 
ers” had expressed interest in its environmental businesses 
and that it expected the sale of those units and other assets to 
generate $300 milli on to $500 million in cash this year. 

Westmghouse became the largest U.S. broadcasting com- 


pany when it acquired CBS Inc. in November for $5.4 billion. 
The company wul be left with five nonmedia divisions: power 
generation, nuclear energy systems, government services, 
communications and electronic security systems, and Thermo 
King, a maker of transport-refrigeration systems. 


The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Two closely 
watched initial public offerings, 
CompuServe and Planet Hollywood, 
began trading Friday, and both were 
well received by investors. 

The parent company of the Planet 
Hollywood restaurant chain, co- 
owned by Sylvester Stallone, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and other 
stars, sold its stock to the public for 
the first time. Planet Hollywood In- 
ternational Inc.’s offering app e are d 


to meet with rave reviews. Trading 
for the first time Friday on the Nas- 
daq market. Planet Hollywood 
closed at $26,875 a share, up 49 
percent from its offering price of 
$18, raising about $182 miflinn for 
the company. 

CompuServe shares, also trading 
for the first time Friday on the com- 


puterized market, closed at $33, up 
$3. The company, spun off by H&R 


$3. The company, spun off by H&R 
Block Inc., issued 16 milli on shares 
to the public, 12. 8 million of them in 


the United States. Planet Holly- 
wood, whose other owners include 
the acton Bruce Willis, Demi 
Moore and Whoopi Goldberg, ini- 
tially plarmftd to offer the shares at 
$14 to $16 each but raised the price 
even before the first bid. 

The stock is being offered through 
underwriters led by Bear, Steams & 
Co. The company, which has 31 res- 
taurants in nine countries, is wTfing 
shares to pay off $1303 million in 
debts to institutional investors. 


• Kellogg Co. said solid sales gains, especially in North 
America and Asia, helped push its profits to a record $206.10 
million in the first three months of the year from $196.0 
million a year ago. 


Fed Official Backs a Strong Dollar 


• The Federal Trade Commission said it had approved a 
$9. 1 billion acquisition of most of Loral Corp. by the defense 
contractor Lockheed Martin Corp. 


• Adolph Coors Co.’s first-quarter loss widened to $3 million 
as the brewer incurred costs from abandoning old packaging 
inventories and producing new products. The loss, which 
equaled 8 cents a share, followed a loss of $9 17,000, or 2 cents 
a share, in the like period last year. 


• Gronpe Videotron, Quebec's No. 1 cable company, plans 
to buy CFCF Inc. for 301 3 million Canadian dollars ($220.9 
million) to ward off Cogeco Cable Inc.'s rival 253 million 
dollar takeover offer. 


• Mercedes-Benz AG plans to invest $400 million to build its 
small A -Class car in Brazil. Bloomberg. AP. AFP. Reuters 


Cat^Sed by Our Satf Firm DUpat&ta 

WASHINGTON — The dollar’s 
recent rise is not a threat to the com- 
petitive position of U.S. exp o rters in 
world markets, a governor of the 
Federal Reserve Board Friday. 

“Central bankers generally like to 
have their currency be strong, and I 
share that,” Edward Kelley said. 
“On the other hand, we're well aware 
that too strong is not healthy either. 
But I have no concerns about oar 
foreign-exchange position inhibiting 
our ability to export at these levels.” 

The dollar has steadily appreci- 
ated in recent months a gains t both 


the Deutsche mark and the yen. ft 
closed ar 1-5128 DM on Friday, op 
from 15025 DM on Thursday, and at 
107350 yen, up from 106.715 yen. 

The dollar rose to 12285 Swiss 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


Kefiey said export growth was un- 
likely to be a source of strength for 
the IT S MQnQmy in coming mnntfw , 
as tiie economies of most major U5. 
trading par tners were not in a “par- 
ticularly ebullient phase.” 

Expectations for Germany's cen- 


francs from 1.1218 francs and to 
5.1240 French francs from 5.0985 
francs. The pound fell to $1-5145 
from $15184. 

Analysts have expressed concern 
that the United States would not want 
to see the dollar rise much further, as 
it could hurt U.S. exporters. But Mr. 


tral hank to follow up Thursday's 
half-percentage-point cut in tbe dus- 


fall Boston Beer Co. did not just 
bring an actor playing Samuel 
Adams, tbe namesake of its label, 
bat re-enacted the Bosom Tea 
Baity, sect of, on Broad Street 

These antics are spreading as the 
number of new issues soars. Brer 
wnw> tiie bull ra nke r that began in 
tbe early 1980s got its second wind 
in 1991, private companies with 
great ambitions and a need for cap- 
ital have been runmng to investment 
bankers. They size up tbe company's 
prospects with investors and determ- 
ine the price tiie shares may fetch. 

Lately, in ve s tors have be en s n a p - 
ping up virtually every company on 
offer. Companies with a link to die 
Internet, no matter bow tennous, are 
the st ars , «wmw«mfmg prices in the 
ionosphere. When one of them — 
Yahoo — went public last week, it 
soared from an offe ri ng price ofS 13 
to $43 and closed at $33. 

So far tins year, 198 co mp a n ies 
sold $12.6 buHon of new stock, 
more than double the money raised 
in tiie corresponding period m, 
199S, according to Securities Data. 
The pace so for tins year is naming 
ahead of 1993, when a record $34 
billion was raised. . 

The numbers add up to good news 
for the economy, amply because 
initial public offerings fueL dreams. 


computer networking company 
above average. 

Cisco Systems gained 1% to 4734 
afterthe company's senior vice pres- 
ident said the network designer was 
poised to make larger acquisitions. 

Iomega rose 2 55/64 to 37Vi after 
the maker of removable computer 
efisk storage systems posted a first- 
quarter profit, reversing a loss in the 
year-ago period. • . 

But EMC a competitor of Io- 
mega, fell 1% to 18% after report- 
ing first-quarter earrings below 
Wall Street's expectations. 

Among nontechnology stocks, 
Kimberly Clark fell 1 to 69 % after 
the consumeriaodocts company < 
said it would sell its remaining 
■chawsc in Midwest Express Airlines. 
Kimb erly Clark divested itself of 
about 70 percent of its shares in 
Midwest in 1995. ft now plans to 
sell its nearly 13 million remaining 
shares in apohlic offering. 

AMR, the parent of American 
Airfares, was tiie most actively 
traded issue on the Big Board, fell- 
ing 2% to 90)4 a day after saying it 
would spin off its profitable Sabre 
computer reservations system into a 


ril 1 * 


PaincWeb 
rose their 
In foe 


half-percentage-point cut in tbe dis- 
count rate with reductions to a key 
money-market rate also helped buoy 
the dollar. Traders said the Bundes- 
bank would probably trim its 14-day 
repurchase rale to give the economy 
an additional boosL 

(Bloomberg, Knight-Ridder.AFP) 


■ Technology Stocks Rise 

Blue-chip, shares fell Friday, 
news agencies reported, but tiie 
broader market was lifted by tech- 
nology issues, which gained after a 
strong earnings report from Mi- 
crosoft was seen as encouraging for 
the computer industry. Tty Dow 


Gillette rose 2*4 to 54*4 after a 
strong et amaff t report released 
Thursday prompted Bear Steams, 
PaineWebber and Merrill Lynch to 
raise their opinion of the static. 

In foe Treasury bond market, 
prices rose as investors bet that re- 
cent concent over faster growth and 
inflation, was overb lown. 

. The price of the benchmark 30- 
year Treasury bond rose 16/32 to 
90, taking tfac yield down to 6.78 
percent from &84 percent. 

“I don't boy this idea that we'll 
see inflation coming back,” said 
Jack Saunders ttUSAA Investment 


“We may see 7 percent bond 
yields, but in tbe grand scheme of 
tilings, well be near 6 percent by 
the aid of die year.” 

(AP, Bloomberg ) 
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Usinor Scales Back 
1996 Profit Forecast, 
:eel Slowdown 



&n*Utr0m-S4rFnmUqm*a 
p AMS — Usinor SacHar SA, 
s biggest steel company, said 
V®®Y & slowdown in steel produc- 
tion would prevent it from mmr-hfng 
its 1995 earnings tbis year. 

The company, which was sold to 
the public in July 1995, said in Feb- 
rmiy its net profit last year was 4.4 
button francs ($862.9 million). At 
that time. Chairman Francis Mer 

CsiJ k. ■ I J __ 


said he expected die company to 
maJse a “similar” profit this year. 


Aker’s Chairman 
Resigns in Dispute 


Usinor now says dig,* is not real- 
istic. “A recovery could min* pi 
in Europe in the fan," a company 
statement said, "but the ymKcptiony 
of the first quarter do not permit us 
to envision for Usinor Sacilar a 
1996 result similar to 1995." 

Behind the pessimism is a 7.6 per- 
ceot drop in European Union steel 
production in die first quarter, which 
is hurting all European steel com- 
panies. 

Usinor also confirmed it would 
gay a net dividend, its first, of 4 
francs a share on 1995 eanmu 

Usurer's shares fell 1.60 fi 
to 87.40, on the Paris Bourse. 

The company’s comments fbl- 


The Associated Press 

OSLO — The chairman of Aker 
A/S re signed Friday, two days after 
setting o ff a dispute by farcing the 
company’s popular chief executive 
to step down. 

Gerhart He iberg, who led the com- 
mittee dial arranged Norway’s suc- 
cessful 1994 Winter Olympics, said 
he had dec i ded to resign as chairman 
"after thorough consideration.” 

Labor onions, major stockholders 
and even some board memW hgd 
lashed out at Mr. Heibog in an un- 
usually public flap after he told 
Aker’s chief executive officer, Tom 
Ruud, to step down. Mr. Heiberg said 
Mr. Ruud had to gp because die two 
had disagreed on corporate strategy. 

Mr. Ruud succeeded Mr. Heiberg 
seven years ago as chief executive 
of the Oslo-based comp an y , which 
is active in construction for the off- 
shore oil industry as well as in ce- 
ment and buSdmg materials 7^ 
company bad revenue of 153 billion 
kroner ($2.4 billion) last year. 

Aker's unions threatened indus- 
trial action if Mr. Heiberg did not 
resign. He also became embroiled in 
a dispute over his decisions, broad- 
cast Thursday on national radio, 
with Tore Lmdhoidt, the hftgd - of 
Norway’s state insurance fund, a 
major Aker investor. 

Mr. Heiberg said he would re- 
main in office until Aker gtockhold- 
ers elected a new c hairman at a 
special meeting May 8. 


lowed similar warnings by other 
Europe’s 


steelmakers. Last month, 
largestjjublicly traded steel com- 
pany, Thyssen AG, said earnings in 
the six months ended Much 31 were 
down from the like period a year 
earlier and below target as the Gear- 
man economy stagnated and de- 
mand for steel lagged. 

Also on Friday, the Swedish 
steelmaker SvensktStaal AB said its 
first-quarter pretax profit was down 
28 percent from its record earnings a 
year earlier. 

The European steel business 
peaked in the spring of 1995, ana- 
lysts said, with dear signs of de- 
stocking starting at the end of the 
summer. A slight improvement in 
the U.S. steel business may presage 
a similar recovery in Europe, they 
said, although there is usually a lag 
of about six months between the 
U3. and European cycles. 

The steel industry in France has 
had a particularly tough start to the 
year, with production down mare 
than 11 percent in the first two 
months, according to Alan Gnat^ an 
: at Merrill Lynch, 
worst effect on Usinor’s 
this year will be a drop in 

prices from 4,000 

Deutsche madcs ($2^00) a ton in 
October to 3,000 DM in January, 
Mr. Coals said. 

The recent strengthening of the 
franc against the nrnrrt- also has hurt 
Usinor. Germany is the steel- 
maker’s thiid-largest market 

( Bloomberg , Kmght-Ridder ) 


Listeners Stick With 6 le Rock ? 


French Radio Quota Hasn’t Alienated Fans 


By Daniel TiUes 

Special to the Herald Tribune 


PARIS — Ii has been tbree-and- 
a-faatf mryfirh-g since the govern- 
ment demanded at least 40 percent 
French-language programming by 
most private music-oriented radio 
stations, and so far, the worst tears 
of station managers and on-air per- 
sonalities have yet to matterialiTft 

Despite continued complaints 
about die absence of quality 
French music, a listener survey in- 
dicates that die stations most af- 
fected by the quota actually in- 
creased their market share in the 
first three months of the year. 

The law was adopted in February 
1994 to combat what Paris per- 
ceived as the growing influence of 
?apK^> .ian piiiy songs on French 
radio stations — notably those, such 
as Fbn Radio, Skyrock and NRJ, 
that feature a rode *n’ roll format. 

Such stations previously de- 
voted "as little as 15 percent of 
their airtime” to French artists, 
said, a spokesman far the Conseil 
Supdrieur de 1 ’Audio visuel, the 
Bench media- watchdog agency. 

Stations have largely complied 
with the quota, which has been 
raised progressively, reaching the 
c ur re nt level of 40 percent in Jana- 
ary. But mmplianra* has DOt 00096 


without criticism and concern. “It’s 
not good, because it’s a law which 
doesn't take into account a radio 
station's format,'* said Florian Ga- 
zan. a disk jockey at Fun Radio. 

He argued that French record 
companies were not producing 
nearly enough music that appealed 
to Fun Radio's target audience of 
men and women aged IS to 25. 

“We have to play the same 
artists over and over; it’s a night- 
mare for programmers,** said a 


disc jockey at anpthgr nati onal 
French status 


station, who asked nor to be 
identified. “There is not 40 per- 
cent of quality French music in a 
rock ’n’ roll formal." 

Not surprisingly, French music 
industry professionals disagreed. 
"There is enough quantity, ’ ’ said 
Antonie Cartier, direc t or of stat- 
istics and economic applications at 
Syndic® National de 1’Edition 
Phonographique, an industry or- 
ganization, “As for quality, it's a 
question of taste, so this is not a 

valid argument." 

Nevertheless, Manuel Bamber- 
ger, bead of the music industry 
office at the French Ministry of 
Culture, said the government had 
askedFrench record companies to 
* ’increase Bench-language output 
over the next two years." 

While respecting the letter of 


the law, some rock stations have 
found ways to minimize its impact 
on listeners. "During school va- 
cations we will play less French 
music and make up for it during 
school days," said Genie Godula, 
a disc jockey at Fun Radio. “The 
CSA allows this." 

Despite the fear among Bench 
station managers that the quota 
would drive away listeners, an audi- 
ence poll released this week by M6- 
diametrie, a market research com- 
pany, indicated that the three largest 
national music stations and most 
smaller cues all gained market 
share in the first quarter, compared 
with the like period last year. 

Any drop-off in listeners would 
affect stan on advertising reval- 
ues, though so far “the law hasn’t 
touched advertisers very much,” 
said Rextaud Vieljeux, an exec- 
utive at IP France, an advertising 
sales company. 

But one rock-station disc jockey 
called the results into question, 
saying the poll had been conducted 
too soon to "take the consequences 
of the law into account” 

French radio executives also are 
worried that foreign stations, 
which would not be subject to the 
40 percent quota, could eventually 
compete to listeners in France via 
cable or satellite. 
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Very briefly: 


A Pirelli to Leave Chairman’s Job 


r 


Cc^^bfOtrStt^FrvmDoptacha 

MILAN — Leopoldo Pirelli will 

netiffR as fbamnan rfi Pr n»Ui SpA, tite 
tire and company founded in 
1872 by his grandfather Giovanni 
Battista, the com p any said Friday. 

Mr. Pirelli will be replaced by 
Marco TYonchetti Provera, 48, who 
is now chief executive. 

"I have come to this decision mi 
die one hand becanse of my 70 years 
of age and 45 years of service m the 
group, 33 of which as its chief ex- 
ecutive,” Mr. Pirelli said. “I know 
that I am leaving ti* company in 
capable and reliable bands.” 

Mr. Pirelli’s retirement is the 
latest sign of a generational shift at 
Italy's largest family-controlled 


corporations. In March, Fiat SpA's 
Gianni Agnelli retired as chairman 
of the flirtraflalrw founded just nine 
years after Mr. Pirelli started mak- 
ing rubber bicycle tires in a factory 
in Northern Italy. 

In both cases, die management 
torch has been passed to executives 
that are not members of the con- 
trolling famillea Cesare Romiti is 
now Hat’s chairman. Mr. Provera 
was married to Mr. Pirelli's daugh- 
ter Cecilia until a 1994 divorce. 

Just as Fiat is expected to name Mr. 
Agnelli’s nephew as chief executive 
in a few years, Mr. Pirelli’s son Al- 
berto was named deputy chairman on 
Friday, priming him for Pirelli’s top 
management sioL 


Mr. Pirelli said he would continue 
as chairman of Pirelli & C„ die 
company that controls 
ipA, for three more years. 

The tire company also said Friday 
it would reinstate a dividend for the 
first time in four years, paying 50 
lire (31.7 cents) per share and 210 
lire per savings, or nonvoting, share. 
Pirelli posted net profit of 304 bil- 
lion lire in 1995. np from 147 billion 
lire in 1 994. Sales rose 1 1 percent, to 
10.89 trillion lire. 

Mr. Pirelli’s decision is not ex- 
pected to have a dramatic effect on 
the company's fortunes because Mr. 
Provera has overseen most of the 
company's operations since 1991. 

(Bloomberg. Kmght-Ridder) 


• IG Medien, the German prim workers’ union, reached an 
agreement with employers calling for a pay raise of 1.85 
percent and allowing businesses to reduce weekly working 
hours to 30 from 35 if needed to avoid layoffs. 

• Clariant AG earned a net 50 million Swiss francs ($40.7 
million) in its first six months as an independent business; the 
chemical company was spun off by Sandoz AG last June. 

• Banco Santander SA purchased 3 percent of tire gov- 
ernment-controlled power company Endesa SA, spending 
about 50 billion pesetas ($397.5 million) in the open market to 
take advantage of Endesa’s presence in Larin America and in 
the telecommunications industry. 

• WPP Group PLC’s shares jumped 43 percent, to 211 

pence ($330), after the chief executive of the world’s biggest 
advertising and marketing company predicted revenue would 
rise faster this year than last. AFX, Bloomberg 


M&G Spurns Rentokil Bid 


Bloomberg Business Ne*'s 

LONDON — M&G Investment Management, rite largest 
shareholder in BET FLC, said Friday it had rejected Rentokil 
Group PLC’s £2 billion ($3.04 billion) bid for iL 

Nigel Morrison, a fund manager at M&G, said die British 
pest control company's bid was too low. 

"We have a high regard to Rentokfl’s management, but 
unfortunately they were not prepared to pay quite enough," be 
said. 

Charles Grimaldi, Rentokil ’s director of corporate affairs, 
said of M&G. “As far as we know, historically they always 
support the existing management." 
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Westpae Bids 
To Build a Giant 


Cct^Adbjdo-SiaffFranDijaachts 

Wm^OTTON - Westpae 
Banking Carp, of Australia madea 
taseover bid valued at 137 bfflion 
New Zealand dollars ($869.9 mil- 
lion) for Trust Bank New Zealand 
Ltd., in amove that would create New 
Zealand’s largest banking group. 

“We can take the No. 4 and No. 5 
banks and out of that create the No. 1 

bank m the country,” said Bob Joss, 

Westpac's managing director. 

According to foe accountancy 
group KPMG’s Latest survey of the 
banking industry, the merged bank 
would have an asset base of 22 1 
billion dollars. Currently, New Zea- 
land’s largest bank. Bank of New 
Zealand Lid., has assets of 19.22 
billion dollars. 

Trust Bank New Zealand said the 
offer from Westpae would give Us 
shareholders 2.92 dollars for *a«»h 
share owned. Trust Bank’s shares 
rose 5 cents, to 3.03 dollars, after foe 
announcement. Westpae closed at 
6.08 Australian dollars ($4.78), down 
4 cents. 

Investors in Trust Bank New Zea- 
land “are probably seeing the valu- 
ation of the tax benefits or the bonus 


Indian Unilever Units to Merge 

Bloomberg Business News 

BOMBAY — Two Indian units of Unilever PLC said Friday their boards 
would meet Monday to plan for a merger that would create India’s second- 
largest private company in terms of sales. 

Hindustan Lever Ltd.. India's largest srum rnnVw Rmniw 


Anglo-Dutch consumer-goods concern, owns a majority stake in both 
companies. The boards are to plan details of die merger and detide the ratio 
at which shareholders of each company will exchange their shares with that 
of foe merged company. 

“I think two shares of Brooke Bond will be exchanged for a share of 
Hindustan Lever,” saidUJL Bhar, chief executive of Jhrmne Fleming Asset 
Management Co. Hindustan Lever shares fell 8 rupees, to 770 ($22.50), on 
the National Stock Exchange. Brooke Bond Upton rose 5, to 405. 




Persistence Pays Off for Allianz 

German Insurer Expects to Do Business in China by Year-End 


issue of shares," Mr. Joss said. “We 
think it is a very fall, fair offer.’ ’ 

Before the offer was made. Trust 
Bank said it would pay a bonus 
dividend of 7 cents a share, ora total 
313 million dollars. 

It will then make a bonusissue of 
three shares for 1 1 shares currently 
held, after which Westpae will offer 
2.24 dollars each for all of Trust 
Bank’s shares. 

Trust Bank said Community 
Trusts Investments, foe investment 
vehicle of eight co mmu n i ty trusts 
that own about 75 percent of Trust 
Bank, had indicated it would accept 
Westpac’s offer. The bid is con- 
ditional on Westpae .receiving ac- 
ceptances from holders of ai least 90 
percent of Trust Bank shares. 

Harry Price. Westpac’s chief ex- 
ecutive for New Zealand, said, “It is 
inevitable there wiB be some branch 
closures, redeployment of staff and 
some redundancies.” 

He also said foe Trust Bank brand 
would be used in most retail banking 
operations, with foe Westpae name 
used in corporate, institutional and 
property-finance markets. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters) 


By Kevin Murphy 

hgwgwgf Herald Tr ibune 

HONG KONG — For months, Europe's twryst 
insurer. Allianz AG, has been knocking at China's 
door, hoping fora chance to get at least a toe over the 
threshold ahead of its competitors from America and 
Europe. 

On Friday, foe German insurer said that China had 
given a tentative welcome. 

Allianz will probably gain Beijing’s approval to 
begin operations in China before the year's end, said 
Henning Schuite-Noelle, chairman of the company’s 
management board. 

The Chinese market, now largely off limits to 
foreign insurers, is one in which diplomatic con- 
siderations appear crucial to gaining Beijing’s ap- 
proval for entry. 

Dozens of the world’s largest insurance companies 
are lobbying Beijing for permission to do business in 
China, combining offers of a wide range of 
assistance and educational grants with a strong dose 
of commercial diplomacy. 

But at last count, only three of the more than 70 
companies with representative offices in China — 
one each from the United States, Japan and C anada 
— bad been allowed to begin offering their services 
to Chinese customers. 

"We hope to be among foe very first European 


insurers to receive an operating license there — 
possibly as soon as this year," Mr. Schulte -Noe Lie 
said in announcing that Allianz would establish an 
asset-management operation in Hong Kong 10 over- 
see regional investments. 

The company, with $170 billion in assets under 
management and stakes in insurers throughout Europe 
and North America and in parts of Asia, expects to 
gain access to China's property and casualty market 
first, rather than the booming life-insurance sector. 

"If we are really lucky, we will get into both" Mr. 
Schuite-Noelle said. 

Although its operations were largely restricted to foe 
Shanghai area, American International Group Inc. sold 
$50 mfllion of life insurance last year, ranking it fourth 
in China, with a market share of 0.7 percent. 

People's Insurance Co. of China, once a monopoly, 
saw its market share slip to 79. 1 2 percent on premiums 
of 47.6 billion yuan ($5.69 billion) in 1 995. 

Qnna is only one of several insurance markets in 
Asia that are lmgely off limits to foreign investment; 
greater openness in financial markets has a result 
become a major issue with negotiators for the World 
Trade Organization- 

"TTie World Trade Organization’s general agree- 
ment on trade in services of July 1995 was a step in 
the right direction when it comes to opening in- 
surance markets in Asia,” Mr. Schuite-Noelle said. 
“But there is still much work to be done." 


China Says It Is Meeting Inflation Goal 


Caapdaiby Our Su@ Fran Dupmhet 

BEIJING — China is on course 
for its 1996 inflati on target of 10 
percent, with year-on-year price 
rises stabilizing at an average of 7.7 
percent in the first quarter of the year, 
official statistics snowed Friday. 

Separately, foe State Statistical 
Bureau said China’s gross domestic 
product grew 103 percent year-on- 
y ear in the first quarter, the same rate 
as for 1995. 

Analysts have credited the slow- 
down in inflation to a tight monetary 
policy, slowing of fixed-asset invest- 
ment growth and a freeze on price 


libe ralization- Some analysts ex- 
pressed skepticism about the data, 
however. With inflation down and 
growth in fixed-asset investments 
running at only half its 1995 rate, it is 
difficult to understand how China 
can be generating double-digit 
growth, said Kazuo Yukawa, an eco- 
nomist at Ntkko Research Center. 

"The numbers look very good, 
but numbers and reality are not al- 
ways the same,’ ’ Mr. Yukawa said. 

"A patient can get a clean bill of 
health but still feel unwell." 

China’s leaders, sensitive to foe 
effects that soaring prices could have 
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on social stability, have for the past 
two years designated inflation as foe 
nation’s most pressing problem. 

GDP, meanwhile, rose to 1.3 1 6 
trillion yuan ($1583 billion) in the 
first three months of 1 996, a spokes- 
man for the statistical bureau said. 

He said China’s first-quarter 
trade deficit of SI. 16 billion, after a 
surplus of $7.08 billion in foe like 
period of 1995, was not cause for 
serious concern. Exports in foe first 
quarter fell 8.7 percent, to $2835 
billion, while imports climbed 23 
percent, to $29.41 billion. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters) 


Source: Tetokurs imcmuooai Herald Triune 

Very briefly: 

• Yasuda Trust & Banking Corp.’s managing director in 
Hong Kong. Masayoshi Kashi wagi, fell to his death this week, 
shortly before foe bank reported 37 million yen ($341,800) of 
losses from bond trades. 

• 1st tan Co. of Japan expects to report a net loss of 31 billion 
yen for foe year ended in March, its first in 35 years, because of 
its tie-up with the failed U.S. retailer Barney’s Inc. It originally 
forecast a profit of 23 billion yen. 

• GTE Corp. of foe United States opened a representative 
office in Beijing in hopes of strengthening relations with 
Chinese phone companies and supplying local customers. 

• Shanghai Fashion Clothing Co.’s net earnings tumbled 50 
percent, to 10.3 million yuan ($13 million), last year as sales 
slumped nearly 10 percent, to 3243 million yuan. 

• The Bank of Japan predicted the nation's economic re- 
covery eventually would be led by private capital investment 
and consumer spending, rather than by low interest rates and 
government stimulus measures as it is now. But the central 
bank said unemployment was still a drag on the economy. 

• New Zealand’s retail sales in February rose an adjusted 1 .8 
percent from January and were up 8.8 percent from February 

AFP. Bloomberg, Knighi-Ridder 
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BBS column ; Stock-Picking Strategies for a ‘Take-No-Prisoners’ Market 


lavesting’s 


By Conrad de Aenlle 


Human 

Factor 


N ERVOUS? The sudden 5 per- 
cent drop in the U.S. stock 
market last week was a re- 
minder that share prices had 
risen to heights that to most minds would 
have been unimaginabje a year ago. 

Those who are driven to caution, 
rather than capitulation, may be shopping 
around for investments that can stand up 
under a severe decline, in case last week 
was the start of something bigger. 

Contrarians live by the principle that 
a market almost never falls when it is 
expected to do so. They might advise 
anxious investors to hold on in the belief 
that their fear will prove unjustified. The 
more conventional attitude is to do just 
die opposite. 

“If you're really that smart that you 
can see the market going down, sell 
! everything and go into cash,” said Gra- 
ham Wainer, executive director for fund 
management at the Private Bank & Trust 
Co. in London. “If you want to take it 
one step further, go into a short fund.” 

Several funds exist, usually in off- 
shore jurisdictions, that bet on a falling 
stock market by selling stock short — 
that is. borrowing shares and then 
selling them in the hope that they can 
bought back later at a lower price. A 
couple of examples are Optima Short 
and Alpha Short. 

There are other funds, notably hedge 
funds, that can go short but do not al- 
ways do so. This can be problematic for 
a confirmed bear. Mr. Wainer pointed 
out because “the manager might not be 
the way round you want him to be.” 

Investors who prefer to pick indi- 
vidual stocks often resort to sector ana- 
lysis in their search for bear-proof is- 
sues. While the idea that some industries 
or groups of industries perform better in 
down markets than up may have some 
validity, it is far from a foolproof in- 
vestment strategy. 

During the second half of 1987. the 
period of the worldwide crash and the 
worst six months for stocks for many 
years before or since, only four of the 97 
industry groups tracked by Standard & 
Poor's Corp. had positive returns; three 
of those were involved in metals and 
mining. 

In the second half of 1990. another 


S HOCKING, but true: No one 
really understands why a mar- 
ket moves. It is easy enough to 
give a detailed explanation as 
to the perceived causes of ashaip rise or 
fall, but this is wisdom after the event. 

In some ways, the reductive answer 
of the market-maker to die question of 
why a share rose or fell is perhaps the 
only perfect response. Why did the {nice 
rise? Because there were more buyers 
than sellers. 

This is, of course, intellectually shal- 
low. Yet the people who buy and sell 
securities, who literally “make” mar- 
kets. understand that there is much 
which is beyond their — and anyone 
else’s — comprehension. Hence the re- 
treat to the mechanistic theory of market 
movement, which tells you that a train 
moves because its wheels revolve, but 
not what kind of engine powers the 
train, who is driving it, or where it is 
beaded. 

Anyone who has stood on a trading 
floor, visited an exchange, or sat in a 
corner of a dealing room will have felt 
the ebb and flow of market forces. For 
all the weight of empirical data, for all 
the rational explanations of why and 
how a market should react to a given 
piece of news, it is the collective re- 
action of human beings that really 
makes things happen. 

While it would be overly ambitious to 
elevate the fluctuations of a market to 
tire status of language, the way a market 
moves is undoubtedly a form of col- 
lective self-expression. And primitive it 
is, too: buy and sell, up and down. These 
are the only ways of expressing what is 
rightly known as market psychology. 

The nerve-wracking truth is that 
every time investors put money in the 
market, they are making a bet that the 
market psyche will stay sane. 





Sources: Ibbotson Associates, Datastream 


losing period for stocks, shares of com- 
panies in those industries lost ground, 
but they lost much less than the broad 
market. Other industries whose shares 
did relatively well in both periods in- 
clude breweries and beverages, as 
people sought solace where they could 
find it. and oil and utilities. 

The last two tend to do better than 
most in a bear market because they pay 
hefty dividends. As prices drop, their 
already substantial yields rise, provid- 
ing a cushion. 

James Stack, editor of foe newsletter 
InvesTech Mutual Fund Advisor, said 
that stocks such as Citizens Utilities, 
which yields 63 percent, may be “bor- 
ing over the near term” but should prove 
their worth in a precipitous decline. 

Other good defensive issues he men- 
tioned include Norsk Hydro, a Nor- 
wegian chemicals company with Amer- 
ican depositary receipts that trade in 
New York, and Aflac, a global health 


insurance holding company that does a 
large business in Japan- 

In addition. Mr. Stack noted a couple 
of no-load funds that own high-yielding 
stocks: Price Equity Income and Van- 
guard Preferred Stock. 

Fund ownership has been promoted, 
rightly, as being safer than owning in- 
dividual stocks because of foe diver- 
sification funds provide. Many fund 
owners fallaciously conclude from this 
that they will be insulated from the 
ravages of a bear market. 


that does a 


Mr. Stack pointed out. though, that 
many, perhaps even most, hinds do 
worse than benchmark stock indexes 
daring a bear maxkef becahse their man- 
agers tend to own highly volatile growth 
stocks chat get hit harder than. most. He 
cautioned that even die defensive funds 
he cited nay not be good investments, 
only better ones. 

“If foe market falls substantially, 
there are no winners, only smaller 
losers,** he said. “What you try to do is 
position your portfolio, for capital pre- 


The Money Report is edited 
' by Martin Baker 


Crisis Investing 


Page 15 

How to recognize a coming 
collapse, by two market 
specialists: 

Marc Faber 
Robert R. Prechter Jr. 


Funds That Expect the Worst 


By Judith Rehak 


pen 

- ; Isa Credit Crunch Unlikely? We Can Only Hope 


A 


LL foe portents are there, say the 
bears. The U.S. stock market is 


cut it back so it wouldn't dominate to such 
an extent,” said Andrew Lohmeier, who 
follows the fund for fund research group 
Momingstar. But Paul Stephens, foe port- 
folio manager, is unruffled. “We tike nick- 


ready fora tumble. A.coiection of , el long-term, and we intend tp hold shares 


By Aline Sullivan 


O 


stock-market crash — and it 
could happen again, at least in 
theory. Credit crunches con- 
tinue to occur with alarming 


F all foe disasters tinue to occur with alarming soutbe 
flat could befall foe frequency, most recently in just sane of foe possibilities, 
world economy, the Japan, Russia and Mexico, economists warn. And if 
evaporation of Although most have been enoug 
reatens the direst contained within a single tng, tl 
aces. Companies, country, the threat appears to be hu| 
irkets, even whole be increasing that one could “Tl 
s would collapse, spill over and affect the global enorm 
to private investors economy. banks 

immeasurable. Any one of a number of James 


earthquake in Tokyo, a col- 
lapse in the derivatives mar- 
ket, political upheaval in 
southeast Asia — these are 


credit threatens foe direst 
consequences. Companies, 
stock markets, even whole 
economies would collapse. 
The loss to private investors 
would be unmeasurable. 


enough banks cut their lend- 
ing. the repercussions could 
be huge. 

“There would be an 


individuals wouldn't be able 
to pay their debts to other 
companies or to their work- 
ers. They certainly wouldn’t 
pay their taxes.” 

This is not as farfetched as 
it may sound. Michael 
Baptista, banking analyst at 
London stock brokers Credit 
Suisse First Boston, pointed 


enormous domino effect if out that in foe early 1990s 
banks withdrew credit,” said banks worldwide were hit by 


It has happened before — events could cause a massive 
in 1929, just alter the U.S. contraction in credit: an 


James Cornish. European 
strategist at County NatWest 
Securities. “Companies and 


real-estate losses just as they 
were struggling to meet new 
capital requirements set by 


A WEEK 
IN THE LIFE 
THE TRIB 


OF 




the Bank for International 
Settlements. Their resulting 
unwillingness to lend sparked 
off a nearly global recession, 
he said. 

“Most banks today are 
massively overcapitalized, so 
the issue has subsided,” Mr. 
Baptista said. “But bank 
managers often do something 
stupid when they have too 
much capital because they are 
having a hard time getting 
high returns. Some land of 
disaster can always happen.” 

Many economists are op- 
timistic that a future credit 
crunch could be averted, not 
only because capital is more 
readily available from a great- 
er number of sources, but also 
because banks are better pro- 
tected. Most big banks now 
are backed by their national 
governments, which in turn 
can rely on foe resources of 
the International Monetary 
Fund. Said one international 
economist “There are just 
too many checks and bal- 
ances in place fora collapse in 
credit to occur.” 

But be added that, just in 
case, gold is usually safe. 


Contrarian Funds 


.A. _m.al least 10 percent is overdue; 
volatility is increasing, typical of a late bull 
market; foe economy is looking stron g er, 
presaging rekindled inflation and higher in- 
terest rates, which foe stock market abhors. 

But how can investors 
brace themselves for such an 
event? Sane financial ad- Total percent rei 
visas suggest hedging part 
ofthe market risk by placing LmtarimiwL: 

about 10 percent of foe pot- **** 

folio in one of a small group ncferatoi saphu: 
of somewhat unconvenrion- Canto,bn 30 
al funds that seek to ride out Rydn . 
a marifw sell-off, and in UwaFlgld 
some cases profit from it. s&psoo a 

These fluids often take — : 

oversized stakes in the tra^ SounxUpparAnai 
ditional defenses against . 
hard times — stocks or futures associated 
with gold, base metals, and oil and gas. 
They also employ riskier strategies, such, as 


Total percent return in U.S. dollars ■ 
1985 |@t|| Average 
Lindner Invest; IWg *‘ wuaJ 

Bulwark • -11.01 HU4 


Rydax , 
liras Fund 


Sounx Upper Analytical 


in all three com p a ni es.** be declared in his 
latest shareholder report. 

Both funds have thrived in part because 
the market's choppiness has provided a host 
of opportunities tor successful short-selling, 
especially in volatile tech- 

oology stbckdMoeover, 

ninUS-doSais Mr. Stephens believes that 

H growing demand from 
Asia’s developing econo- 
mies will continue to bol- 
ster prices of commodities 
from gold to aluminum to 
oil over foe next few years. 

For investors who are 
looking strictly for a hedge, 
rather than a defensive in- 
vestment, there is foe Ry- 
dex Ursa Fund. It owns 
oily futures and options on the S&P 500 
index, structured so that it moves in foe 
opposite direction of foe index: If the S&P 


cions on foe benchmaric Stan- 500 declines, say, 15 percent this quarter, 
500 index that pay off only if ; the fund will move up 15 percent, 
tet fads, and short-selling. Jittery investors plowed a staggering $80 

>r example, foe $46.8 million million into foe fund in foe two days fol- 
raik Fluid, which rocketed lowing foe stock market's 171 point plunge 
*nt in foe first quarter of this on March 8, and its total assets have tripled 
m a n ager, Eric Ryback, star- to $341 million in foe past four months. 


Monday 

MONDAY SPORTS 


Thursday 

HEALTH/SCIENCE 


Tuesday 

STYLE 


Friday 

LEISURE 


, and Administration Soviets available at 
reasonable col Afl fees agreed with 
dients with no hidden extras. 


die stock market falls, and short-selling. 

Consider, for example, foe $46.8 million 
Lindner Bulwark Fluid, which rocketed 
almost 22 percent in foe first quarter of this 
year. When its manager, Eric Rybacfc, star- 
ted loading op on shares in Uranium Re- 
sources Inc. two years ago, prices of 'foe 
metal were so depressed that mining com- 
panies were going out of business. ‘‘Then 
demand started up because some 60 nuclear 
facilities are being built around the world, 
and there was no supply,” Mr. Ryback 
said. The result: Uranium Resources has 
tripled to $12 a share in the past three 
months. “We were rewarded fa our pa- 
tience,” be said. 

At foe Robertson Stephens Contrarian 
Fund, the big winner has been Diamond 
Helds Resources Ltd., which soared after 
its discovery of a huge nickel deposit in 
Canada last year. Now the object of a 
bidding war between Falcon bridge Ltd. 
and Inco Ltd., Diamond Helds occupies a 
precariously large 25 percent of foe fund 


The fund also performed as expected on 
March 8. As fund maj 


March 8. As fund manager Michael Byrum 
explained: “The S&P 500 fell 3.08 percent, 
and it was up 3J30 percent, so we actually 
outperformed” 

Still, the Ursa ftmd is purely abet that foe 
market will felL Anyone who held it all last 
year in anticipation of a down market 
suffered a 20 percent loss as foe S&P 500 
spiraled up 37.8 percent 
-- Why didn’t it fell 37.8 percent? “Math- 
ematically you lose at a deereasing rate in a 
long-term up market,” Mr. Bynim said 
“We didn’t expect that bur we didn’t get 
cute, we just traded the ftmd a bit better; and 
there' s foe interest that you pick up on your 
shot-term positions. 


“The unfortunate i 
haven’t been tested 


“Most portfolio managers would have . waiting for that” 


ortunate thing is that we really 
a tested” he added “We're 
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Tax free hob resident companies 
Citizenship & passport through Investment 

The Republic of Ireland & foe only member ofthe EU which 
allows foe operation of tax free non resident companies. 
These can be used as low profile offshore vehicles suitable 
for trading, consultancy and other purposes particularly when 
there is a European dimension to fcansactions. 

hi* Citizenship and passport may be acquired by investors 
who make a substantial (IR£lrraTBon+) job creating 
investment and may be attractive to foe investor who seeks 
security against negative developments in Ns own country or 
to estab&sh a right of establishment throughout the RJ. ft* 
information on Tax Bee Companies or Otizenship through 
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serration instead erf mating money 
fromiL 

“A bear market is a take-no-prisoDcrs 
event,” be added. “No matter how good 
companies’ revenuesorearmn^s appear, 
if me trend in the market a down, 
chances are that their stocks will lose 
value. The question is how much.” 
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Why You May Need Crisis Strategies Sooner Than You Think: 2 Experts’ Views 


Mw* would ix take for a 1929-style 
market crash to occur? The consensus 

view is that stocks are fairly -valued 

’ ^ 1X0 unanimity. 

fSZ'J*' ¥<** Fper. Hong Kong- 
Mid polemicist, 
anrf jffofcm R. Prechter Jr., Georgia - 
tesedprtteher of the Elliot Wave In- 
tttnational technical newsletter, argue 
mat a crash may be on the way. 

MarcFabere 

^•tonyofaBear 


- uuu*el uiuk pm 

™ (973-74 and brought down the Stan- 
dard & Poor’s 500 index in the United 
States by 50 percent Throughout the 
be®- market, however, investors re- 
xnained bullish and every tally was per- 
ceived to be a buying opportunity as fee 
economic and profit outlook remained 
bright. The market was continuously 
shding a slope of hope until at its late 
1974 low it felt as if the world was 
coming to an end. 

4 Bear markets begin when 
‘‘everything looks bright,” when it is 
* a perfect world for equities,-’ and 
when no one can see why stocks should 
go down. It is therefore common for the 
public to be most confident near major 


As during these previous financial 
bubbles, there is today almost unan- 
imous optimism about the merits of 
investing in equities. Since 1982 stocks 
have performed better than any other 
asset class, equity mutual funds are as 
popular as in the late twenties, volume is 
high and new issues soar on their first 
trading day . - 

But what could go wrong? 

In a bear market, wealth is being 
destroyed. But since today everybody 
could be fully hedged thanks to all those 
magnificent new derivative products, 
the bear market has to sneak in. so to 
speak, without most erf ns noticing it 
Today, iflhad to take a guess at what 


But as one noted market te chnician 
pointed oac “Bear markets never visit 
by appointment, ringing front doorbell 
during; daylight hours. They come like, a 
thief in die night, sneaking in the back 
door while the public sleeps die slumber 
of confidence.” 

The 1973-74 bear market was a very 
trying experience. We misjudged 
everything and were totally wrong both 
about the direction of the stock marke r 
and in our stock selection. Even the few 
bears did not perform well because re- 
curring bear-market rallies led than to 
cover their shorts or go long far too 
early. 

Today, after the uninterrupted stock 
market rally we had m the Umted States 
since 1990, it is hard to imagine the dire 
state of the brokerage and money-man- 
agement industry in late 1974. Many of 
* today’s successful strategists and 
money managers were practically out of 
business, and many institutional equity 
portfolios had declined by over 50 per- 
cent in value. 

But what have current financial mar , 
kets to do with the 1973-74 bear mar- 
ket? Today there are hardly any in- 
flationary pressures, interest rates are 
unlikely to double the way the U.S. 
prime rate did between 1972 and 1974, 
and a lasting oil sbock is only a very 
remote possibility. 

There are, however, other similarities 
not only between 1973 but also between 
the 1920s and today. 


would fool everybody, it would be the 
unshakeable notion that interest rates 
would decline again while corporate 
profits rise. , 

Investors could be wrong on both 
counts: Interest rates may no longer fall. 


Iflhad to guess what 
would fool everybody , 
it would be the notion 
that interest rates 
will decline again 
while profits rise . 


but could rise while corporate profits 
actually decline. Thus optimistic ex- 
pectations could be reversed and lead to 
a massive sell-off in financial markets. 

In order to understand this process of 
liquidation brought about by a profit 
deflation, we have to look at some of the 
business cycle theories: 

•The underconsumption theory 
holds that extreme wealth disparity 
leads to a paradox: Those at the low end 
of the income scale have the desire to 
consume but not the ability, while those 
at the high end have the ability to con- 
sume but not tire desire. 

Recent “downsizing” has boosted 
productivity and corporate profitability, 
but it has also squeezed labor com- 
pensation. As was die case in the late 
1920s, wealth and income equality have 
recently increased. Theoretically, once 
the boom ends and the contraction peri- 
od begins, the downturn is accompanied 
by deflation — of prices and well as 
profits — because the markets become 
glutted and capital spending collapses. 

•The psychological theory holds 
that in a period of growing prosperity 
and rising corporate profitability, each 
entrepreneur is likely to overestimate the 
profits likely to be obtained by himself 
as compared with others: for instance, 
today every personal -computer manu- 


facturer expects his marker share to in- 
crease. Particularly prone to errors of 
optimism are new concepts and ideas. 

Some of the most pronounced boom 
and bust periods in history were caused 
by excessive expansion of new industries 
(canals, railroads, supertankers, radios, 
autos) or the opening of new territories 
(South Sea, America's western territ- 
ories. Latin America). This is something 
that enthusiastic Internet and emerging- 
market investors should consider. 

• The monetary overinvestment 
theory states that every credit expan- 
sion must lead first to overinvestments 
and then to a breakdown. 

In recent years debt growth has in 
most countries vastly exceeded no minal 
growth in gross domestic product. As 
was the case in- the late 1920s, a shift of 
money flows has been taking place away 
from productive investments and into 
financial assets as well as government 
spending and installment credits. There- 
fore. the “qualitative distribution” of 
credits also has deteriorated and will add 
to the existing monetary instability. 

■ The debt deflation theory holds 
that the economy is subjected to a vi- 
cious spiral of expansion and contrac- 
tion bought about by the accumulation 
and liquidation of debts. According to 
its proponents, the overindebtedness is 
brought about by new opportunities to 
invest at a big prospective profit, such as 
through new inventions, new industries, 
development of new resources, opening 
of new lands or new markets. Easy 
money, it is felt, is the great cause of 
overborn) wing. 

Chief culprit of the debt growth in 
1920s, according to this theory, was the 
financing of equities with borrowed 
money, investment abroad, and toe 
high-pressure sales tactics of invest- 
ment bankers. 

In my opinion, the next decline in 
financial-asset prices will be of historic 
^portions. Equity prices will decline 
at least 50 percent across the board 
and shake an entire generation's con- 
fidence in equities. 

What tire catalyst for toe decline will 
be, we do not know, but once financial 
markets collapse toe profit deflation 
will spread and will ensure that equities 
wifl become as ridiculously cheap as 
was toe case at the bear-market lows in 
1932 and 1974. Bargains will only then 
be found: when tire public will feel like 
decapitating fund managers and will 
vow never again to touch equities or to 
invest inemergmg markets. 

Robert R. Prechter J&: 

Ebb and Flow 

As tins is written, the Dow Jones 
industrial average and the World Stock 
index are at all-time highs. The world 


economy is expanding and inflation is 
under control. All signs suggest an ideal 
environment for equity ownership. 

It is not. Rather, the “wave prin- 
ciple” suggests that a financial sea 
change is at hand. The wave principle 
holds, in essence, that mass investor 
psychology swings from pessimism to 
optimism and back in a natural se- 
quence, creating specific patterns in 
price movement When a pattern is com- 
plete, a change of direction is due. 

Today, long-term patterns in major 
stock market indexes indicate just such 
a change of direction. 

The Elliot Wave Theorist newsletter 
took a ‘ ‘buy and hold for the long term” 
stance back in the late 1970s and early 
1980s, when the idea was out of favor. 
At that time, fundamentals reflected 
what appeared to be the worst of all 
possible worlds. It was therefore the 
best of all possible worlds for stocks. 
The upside potential market then was 
truly great. 

Today, people are convinced that the 
nearly uninterrupted advance of 14 
years’ duration and the resulting over- 
valuation constitute a normal state of 
affairs — but it is just a different normal 
state from the last one. 

The reason that there is a dearth of 
gloom-and-doomers today is that the 
future just feels too promising for most 
people to bet against This is one reason 
why today’s stock markets must be fully 
valued, and therefore at or near the top. 

The next event will be a partial re- 
tracing of the rise from 1932 that will 
correct decades of rising prices, and 
therefore be of historic proportion. 


What is more, every comparable de- 
cline in stock prices on record has pro- 
duced an economic depression. The 
1840s and 1850s saw a depression. The 
1930s saw a depression. The next de- 
cline in stocks will usher in a depression 
as well. 

Properly applied, the phrase “focus 
on the long term" is in no way syn- 
dic? reason there are 
so few gloom-and- 
doomers is that the 
fiiture just feels too 
promising to bet 
against . This is why 
stock markets must be 
at or near the top . 

onymous with “close your eyes and 
buy.” It means what it says: Adopt a 
long-tram orientation. 

To do it properly, you must have a 
method of anticipating long-term 
trends. Focusing on toe long term is 
exactly what should have persuaded you 
to become fully invested in toe early 
1980s. Focusing on the long term is 
exactly what should persuade you to get 
completely out of die market today. 

Someday your grandchildren will ask 
you about the great asset mania. “What 


was it like when people couldn’t get 
enough stocks and bonds?" “Well," 
you will reply, “believe it or not, it 
seemed perfectly normal at the time.” 

Then they will ask you about the 
statistics: 

• In the United States, were there 
really more stock, mutual funds than 
there were individual stocks on toe New 
York and American stock exchanges 
combined? 

• Did the public actually pour record 
amounts of money into stock mutual 
funds month after month even after 
stocks slowed their ascent? 

• Did pension funds really put assets 
they were supposed to protect into trans- 
portation stocks yielding a record low 1 
percent, industrial stocks yielding a re- 
cord low 2.25 percent, and illiquid real 
estate that had risen thousands of per- 
cent in just two decades? 

• Did numerous companies actually 
pass resolutions forcing executives to 
take huge positions in company stock? 

• Did people really pour their sav- 
ings into junk, municipal and zero- 
coupon bonds even though toe econom- 
ic recovery or 199 1 -1996 was one of the 
weakest ever? 

■ Did most professionals really coun- 
sel the public that stocks and bonds were 
a necessity in a portfolio and that long 
rerm they always went up? 

And you will say, “Yes." 

Although aggregate social behavior 
is patterned, individuals do enjoy free 
wilL Indeed, informed individuals can 
take advantage of a knowledge of toe 
patterns of human sociology not only to 
survive, but to prosper. 


Great Expectations 
From New Index Fund 

Pioneer International Ltd. has 
launched toe Secure Stock Market In- 
dex Fund, which toe fond manager 
claims will “provide investors with 
capital security while still giving them 
toe opportunity to participate in stock- 
market gains.* 

Here is how it works: At the be- 
ginning of each quarter, funds are in- 
vested with a major money-center bank 
in the equivalent of a locked deposit 
account That preserves toe initial cap- 
ital. The interest on the account is then 
used to invest in various stock-market 
indexes. 

A major feature of the fund is that 
once gains from the indexes are re- 
gistered each quaner, they are locked 
into the deposit account so that 
“whatever happens in subsequent quar- 
ters, accrued profits will not be de- 
pleted," says Eddie Shapiro, deputy 


managing director of Pioneer. 

The fluid is managed by Old Mutual 
International (Guernsey) Ltd. 

For further information call Pioneer 
in Britain at (972-3) 695-1374 or fax 
(972-3) 696-4260. 

Discount Offered 
On Indian Stock Vehicle 

Until July 1, Guinness Flight Global 
Asset Management Ltd. has reduced the 
initial charge for its Madras Indian 
Equity Fund to4 percent from 5 percent. 
The discount is being offered to en- 
courage investors to take advantage of 
what Guinness Flight believes is the 
Indian stock market’s “excellent po- 
tential over the medium to long term.” 
especially if toe government perseveres 
with market-opening reforms after gen- 
eral elections this spring. 

Minimum investment in tire fond has 
been reduced to £3,500 or $5,000 from 
£5,000 ($7,500). 


For further information, call Guin- 
ness Flight's Investor Services Desk in 
London at (44-171 1 522 2100. 

Broader Health Cover 
For School Fees 

The School Fees Trust Scheme, an 
insurance plan for parents with children 
in private school, has introduced a crit- 
ical illness addition to its existing in- 
surance coverage for school fees. 

The plan allows pupils at fee-paying 
schools to complete their education 
without disruption if a parent contracts 
one of a list of ten critical illnesses, 
including cancer and heart disease. No 
medical information is required, although 
pre-existing conditions are not covered. 
Benefits are paid directly to schools and 
indexed to retail pace inflation. 

Further information is available from 
School Fees Trust at (44-1372) 377 817 
or from the plan’s underwriter, Swiss 
Life CLUC) PLC, at (44-1732) 582 000. 



Sagam Management 

330 MADISON AVENUE, SUITE 1278 NEW YORK, NY 10017-5001 
TEL: (212)972-3377 FAX: (212)972-0023 


REGISTERED INVESTMENT ADVISER 
IN FOREIGN CURRENCIES 


Interested Parties, Sophisticated and Accredited 
Institutional and Private Investors, that are aware of the risks, 


Personal Investment Planning 
with VBP Service 



Are you considering 
using an offshore bank? 

In that case contact 
Jyske Bank in Copen- 
hagen, Zurich, or 
Gibraltar. Jyske Bank 
offers all that you 
would expect of an 
offshore bank; security, 
quality and discretion. And 
as a bank with Danish roots, 
we offer you something extra; 
always a professional and friendly service. 

VIP Service 

You will be assigned your own personal account 
manager who will monitor your investment, and 
make suggestions with regard to any changes to 
be made. After careful consideration of your 
investment horizon and risk profile, a tailor-made 
investment proposal will be forwarded to you. 


In Jyske Bank you 
can build your port- 
folio from a wide 
range of investment 
products - from high- 
interest bearing current 
accounts with Visa card, to 
mutual funds and individual 
securities portfolios. 


Improve your return 


If you are financially capable of running 
a degree of risk, you may gear your deposit up 
to 4 times. This offers you the possibility of 
investing a larger amount and of obtaining a 
higher return on your investment 

Are you looking for an offshore banking partner ? 

For further information, mail or fax the coupon or 
pay us a visit on the internet: 
'http:Jltoww.Jyske-Bank.dk/PB ". 


O JYSKE BANK 


Private Banking the Friendly Way 


lyske Bank is Denmark's fourth largest bank and employs 2.600 people in 122 domestic branches and a number ol subsidiaries in various 
European countries, lyske Bank is a public company quoted on the Copenhagen Stock Es change rrrth more than IbQJfOO shareholders. 
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By Souren Melfldan . 

N EW YORK — 
Month after month, 
evidence is mount- 
ing cm Am auction 
scene of toe. growing role 
played by New York at the 
expanse of London. 

The rising tide of cata- 
logues coming out of New 
York alone 'tell the tale, par- 
ticularly when contrasted 
with the decreasing numbers 
of the woks of art up for sale 
in London. The latest episode 
in the shift of business away 
from London to the New 
Worid is the “Asian Week” 
that the two houses held be- 
tween March 26 and April 2. 

Auctions started with 
Korean an at Christie's on 
March 26 and at Sotheby's the 
day after. Virtually no Korean 
art is sold in London any- 
more. The sale at Christie's, 
which totaled $1.83 million, 
included a wonderful white 
porcelain brush pot of the 
early 19th century with an 
openwork lotus pattern that 
sold for $112^00. At So- 
theby’s, where the works 
fetched $2.1 mOlion, there 
was, among other tantalizing 
offerings, a historical 10-pan- 
el screen painted oo silk in 
1887. The stylized rendition 
of a royal banquet given that 
year to celebrate the 80th 
birthday of the Queen Moth- 
er, Cho, is unusual. It is 
painted in an archaistic style 


devised in the 19th century to 
- match die Neo fVirrfnHrm 
concept that inspired the ban- 
quet Only five screens of this 
type are now known. Rarity 
combined with the novelty of 
the discovery sent the price 
climbing to $1,157,000. 

It is not just Ko r e a n art d”* 
does not sdl in London any- 
more. Neither does the top lay- 
er of Indian sculpture. In Lon- 
don, where supplies of Indian 
art arc now scanty, it is tfHuwn 
in with Islamic Art. Nothing 
approaching in quality - the 
Nandi bull's head of the 10th 
or 11th century or the group of 
Pala dynasty sculpture offered 
at Sotheby’s in New York on 
March 28 has been seen in 
London for a while. This is not 
surprising. America is the 
main outlet for sculpture of 
any kind, partly because 
houses are spacious and can 
accommodate large pieces. 
Not every European collector 
could fit in the heavy 67-cen- 
timeter (26-inch) black stone 
panel carved in high relief 
with the figure of Sy amatara, 
which sold for $28,750. 

But no such reason would 
account for the vastly super- 
ior quality of the Tibetan 
works of art, particularly the 
bronzes included in the sale. 
Are the Europeans more loath 
to buy pieces seen as recent 
loot from Tibetan temples 
destroyed or plundered under 
Chinese occupation? 

. Not really. Soane London 
and Paris dealers display 
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France Reforms 
Auction System 

A Revamp of 1556 Edict 


This Indian head of a Bull, circa the 11th century, was one of the highlights of ‘ Asian Week ' in New York. 






astounding works quite pub- 
licly, including fragments of 
monumental bronze revet- 
ments such as the remarkable 
gilded bronze panel with high 
relief figures from the Densatil 
Monastery believed to date 
from the 15th century. Ons of 
these panels, apparently sawed 
off, could be seen at So- 
theby’s, where it brought the 
same price as the stone relief 
with Syamatara, $28,750. Its 
consignment to Sotheby's 
New York rather than to Lon- 
don in all probability reflects a 
commercially motivated de- 
cision on the vendor's part 
In ocher cases, the initiative 
cranes from the auction houses. 
It was Carlton Rochell’s idea at 
Sotheby’s to put together the 
first sale of Contemporary In- 

Chester arvf Davida Herwitz 
collection was offered to the 


house. This year, on April 3, 
Part II of the collection fetched 
$856,000. Conte mpo rary Indi- 
an Painting is one more cat- 
egory that now looks en- 
trenched in New York. 

All that comes on top of 
more ominous trends for the 
future of London auctions. 
Impressionist and Modem art 
sales in New York outweigh 
their London counterparts to 
such an extent that the latter 
look insignificant by compar- 
ison. Part of the reason is that 
at least half the market is in 
the United States. Vendors of- 
ten feel that their best chance 
to get a high price is there, not 
in London. Diane Brooks, 
chief executive officer of So- 
theby's worldwide, said at die 
end of the November sale that 
bids to the tune of several 
million dollars could be made 
on the spur of the moment in 


America. This does not seem 
to ever happen in Europe. 

More threatening still are 
the inroads into whi has long 
been quintessentiaHy Euro- 
pean territory. In Old Master 
drawings, the scales are def- 
initely tipped in favor of New 
York. In January this year, the 
catalogues put out by the two 
houses were impressive. 

hi London a month earlier, 
Sotheby's and Christie's 
scrapped their traditional 
December sales. New York 
bad taken it all. 

Giorgio Giulio Clovio's 
magnificent “Lamentation” 
watercolor on vellum, sold at 
Christie’s London on Dec. 8, 
1987, for £26,400 ($39,930), 
was back for sale — in New 
York, where it made $74,000. 
At Sotheby's a number of 
drawings could be seen that 
had been in famous British 
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collections two or three dec- 
ades earlier. 

The loss of Old Master 
drawings to New York strikes 
at the heart of European con- 
noisseurship. So does the 
massive transfer of objets 
d’art from the Middle Ages to 
the Baroque period, which are 
the latest jroel in the New 
York auction crown. The 
turning point came in January 
1995, when the famous Lon- 
don dealer Cyril Humphris, 
retiring after three decades in 
the job, consigned his “col- 
lection” to Sotheby’s New 
York rather than London in a 
highly symbolic move. He 
raked in $6.6 milli on. 

This year in January it was 
another dealer's objects, the 
“Blumka collection.” which 
came up at Sotheby's. Coin- 
ciding with foe Blumka sale, 
another session included ob- 
jects from various owners. 
Most pieces would have found 
their way to a London auction 
in foe 1 970s. Now no longer. 


SOVREN MEUKL4N is art 
editor of the International 
Herald Tribune. 


P ARIS — Within two 
years, the Paris auc- 
tion market will have 
changed beyond re- 
cognition. A government of- 
ficial announced last fall foal 
France was, in effect, ready to 
drop the century-old rule that 
reserves the right to hold auc- 
tions on French territory as 
the exclusive monopoly of ju- 
diciary officers called com- 
missaires-priseurs. 

This spells the end of the 
most restrictive and retro- 
grade auction system in the 
entire Western world, ulti- 
mately based on a royal edict 
of 2556 that was updated in 
1801 by Napolfion. 

Its most striking feature is 
that it casts auctioneers in the 
role of auxiliaries of the law, 
not businessmen, and sub- 
jects them to archaic rules that 
defy belief. The number of 
tenures, called in French 
charges, is rigidly determined 
by statutory law. The cora- 
missaires-priseurs buy their 
tenures as they did in the bad 
old days that precipitated foe 
1789 Revolution. 

One of foe problems facing 
the French administration, 
and one of its own making, is 
that it declared it would in- 
demnify the 107 commis- 
saires-priseurs (plus the pro- 
vincial ones) for the loss of 
the investment they made in 
buying tenures. TTiese will 
become worthless overnight 
once access to auctioneering 
is determined by competence 
and business acumen rather 
than privilege. (The commis- 
saires-priseurs will retain 
their monopoly on all sales 
resulting from a court order, 
but that will not amount to 
much in regard to works of 
art.) 

How many of the present 
commissaires-priseurs will 
manage or want to remain in 
business as capitalist-style 
auctioneers is anyone’s 
guess. For Paris “few” is the 
most charitable answer. 

They lived in a protective 
world for decades. Half the 
income generated by the per- 
centage they levied on buyers 
(fixed by law) and on vendors 


(now negotiable) was direc- 
ted until 1991 to a fund split in 
equal shares between all the 
commissaires-priseurs at foe 
end of each calendar year. 

Buying a commissaire- 
priseur tenure was an option 
open to middle-class families 
well connected in the legai 
professions if one of their 
scions displayed no striking 
disposition for hard work! 
This generated a culture in 
which laxity, nonchalance 
and complacency were rep- 
resented in equal measure. 

There were also those who. 
on the contrary, worked veiy 
hard because a passion for foe 
world of art and collecting 
had driven them into the job. 
They greatly suffered from 
the environment and the great 
question is how these wifi ad- 
just to foe new situation. 

T O have tolerated the 
perpetuation of a sys- 
tem that caused un- 
told damage to foe 
French artistic heritage and 
french prestige in foe art 
world does not say much for 
the foresight of succeeding 
French administrations. 
Whatever derision is taken by 
the consultative committee 
appointed by the government, 
the system as it exists is 
doomed in any case. 

Insiders say that during the 
first two months this year, 
sales at Drouot, foe Paris auc- 
tion house, were down 20 per 
cent from the similar period in 
1995. 

The basic reason is that 
French vendors have over the 
past three decades been vot- 
ing with their own ait against 
their national system. First, 
they consigned to die Anglo- 
Saxon auction houses their 
Impressionist and Modem 
Masters. Then they dis- 
patched forir top-notch ISfo 
century furniture pieces and 
finally their objets d'art 
The lure of Anglo-Saxon 
auction houses is one foar 
French vendors cannot resist 
Unlike Drouot where com- 
posite sales with a bit of 

Continued on Page 18 


CHRISTIE’S 

Spring Sale Highlights 


JEWELLERY 
London — 24 April 

including a private collection of fine modem 
jewellery featuring a diamond bracelet by 
Momwad and a diamond necklace by Graff 

THE IMPERIAL SALE 
Hong Kong - 30 April 
Includes a very rare early Ming blue and white 
moonflask. Imperial jadeite jewellery clocks, 
furniture and Imperial robes 

IMPRESSIONIST 
AND MODERN PAINTINGS, 
DRAWINGS & SCULPTURE 
New York - 30 April & 1 May 
Works by Gauguin from the Collection 
ofthe Jate Joanne Toor Cummings 
and Degas from the Collection of the 
late Joseph H. Hazen 

THE IRISH PICTURE SALE 

London - 9 May 
Paintings by Jack Butler Yeats, 

Sir William Orperujohn Luke 
and Roderick O'Connor 

CARS 

Beaulieu - 11 May 

Including two magnificent and rare Bentleys 

PARHAM PARK 

Sussex: Country House Sale 
13 & 14 May 

An historic collection of silver, glass, 
ceramics, textiles, pictures, furniture and 
linen some specially commissioned of 
Walter Crane, from one of the most famous 
Elizabethan houses in England. 


WATERCOLOURS AND 
PICTURES OF BIRDS 

London — 14 May 

Including works by Archibald Thorbum 
and Rodger McPhail 

MAGNIFICENT JEWELS 

Geneva - 15 May 

Starring foe mosr impressive pair of diamond 
ear-pendants ever seen at auction. 

MODERN 

CONTEMPORARY PICTURES 
Milan - 20 May 

Including two paintings by Alberro Savinio 
and Siill Life by Giorgio Morandi 

CONTEMPORARY ART 
London - 23 May 

A striking work by Wes Klein and two 
important paintings by Josef Albers 

19th CENTURY PICTURES 
Rome - 23 May 
Important regional schools 
will he represented in this sale such as 
Canaloe j f cnczi by V Caprile 

WILDLIFE ART 
London. South Kensington - 31 May 
Offering works by many of the world's 
leading wildlife artists. 


24-hour catalogue order line: (441 7J) 389 2820 
(most credit cards accepted) 
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Art Museum in Atlanta to Run ‘Rings’ Around Olympics 


By Dana Micucci 


A tlanta, die 

home of Coca- 
Cola, Cable News 
Network and the 
19% Summer Olympics, has 


serve as the centerpiece of the 
Olympic Aits Festival, which 
is planned to coincide with 
the centennial of the Modem 
Olympic Games. 

“Rings: Five Passions in 
World Art,” which includes 
more than 125 paintings and 


taken on the Herculean task of sculptures spanning 75 cen- 
uniting culture with athletic tunes and on loan from public 


competition. Rom July 4 
through Sept- 29, a ground- 
breaking an exhibition at die 
High Museum of Art will 


and private ait collections 
worldwide, pays tribute to the 
Olympic ideal of the inter- 
connectedness of all people 


GROSVENOR GALLERY 

ITALIAN ART c. 1960 

17 April - 2 May 

IS Albemarle Street London A IX 5HA 
Tel: 3171-629 CS91 Fax: 0171-491 43*91 
Week da vs 1C - 5.CC pin 


by illustrating art's power to groups, 
inspire five human emotions: plores a 
love, anguish, awe, triumph High! 
and joy. ginal rru 

It is the first major exhib- guste R 
ition to be organized around (1886)6 
the emotional impact evoked in these* 
by works of art, according to Edvard 
J. Carter Brown, the exhib- painting 
ition director and director (1893), 
emeritus of die National Gal- Munch-i 
lery of Art in Washington. scuipturt 
“We wanted to put togeth- ary Poli 
er a global show that reflects Abakanc 
principles which unite all of anguish, 
us, despite the wide diversity Work* 
of cultures and all the sep- Ant Dn 
aratism and strife that often desert-ac 
characterize human rela- Aborigir 
tions,” Mr. Brown said. Possum, 
For inspiration, Mr. Brown Buddha 
looked to Baron Pierre De Korea ai 
Coubertin, founder of the to inspin 
modem Olympic Games in In the 
1896, who revived the ancient triumph 
Greek Olympic ideal, which painter 
combined both culture and “Salutat 


groups, each of which ex- 
plores a specific emotion. 

Highlights include the ori- 
ginal marble version of Au- 
guste Rodin's “The Kiss” 
(1 886) from the Mus6e Rodin 
in the section devoted to love. 
Edvard Munch's celebrated 
painting “The Scream" 
(1893), on loan from die 


Olympic-rela 
tions before. 


-related art exhibi- or political to be enf 
fore, “Rings' ’ is the should be closer to fo 


most ambitious to date, ac- of our lives and speak to our 
cording to Ned Rifkin, the basic emotions." 


director of the High Museum, 
who predicts record-breaking 
attendance for the show. 


The question remains 
whether “Rings" and the 22 
other art exhibitions and 225 


Munch-museet in Oslo, and a They're ultimately about 
sculpture by the contempor- what it means to be human, so 
ary Polish artist Magdalena they will be accessible to a 
Abakanowicz, win represent public with a variety of ex- 


“Thcse great works of art, performances that make up 
while disparate in style and the 1996 Olympic Arts Fest- 
subject, are united in spirit, ival can compete for the at- 


subject, are united in spirit ival can compete for the at- 
They're ultimately about tendon of the sports-minded 
what it means to be human, so thousands who will descend 
they will be accessible to a on Atlanta this summer. 


Works such as “Honey 
Ant Dreaming” (1980), a 
desert-acrylic painting by the 
Aboriginal artist Clifford 
Possum, and centuries-old 
Buddha sculptures from 
Korea and India are intended 
to inspire awe. 


periences and backgrounds," 
Mr. Rifidn said. “We expect 
'Rings' to inspire everyone 


“I think ‘Rings’ will be of 
sufficient stature that it will 
attract sports fans as well." 
said David Ross, director of 


from* scholars to those who New York's Whitney Mn- 
don’t normally visit mu- seum of American Art “Ned 


Possum, ana centuries-old scums. ' and Carter have taken on a 

Buddha sculptures from While “Rings” is revolu- huge c hall enge that other cit- 
Korea and India are intended nonary in its approach to ies have failed to meet in 
to inspire awe. viewing art, Mr. Brown ad- years past And I believe this 

In die section representing mils that the ambitious show show will succeed in express- 
triumph are the American is also- taking a risk. “It may mg the diversity, quality i*nri 
painter Thomas Eakins's be too overwhelming. Some excellence that we find m the 
"Salutat" (1898), which de- people may not get it” he Olympic Games.” 

{ nets a victorious athlete sa- said. “But this show may hit a 

uting a crowd, and an am- nerve by allowing people to DANA MICUCCI is a joum- 
p hora from the 4th century see ait in a different way. Art alist based in New York who 
B.C. that shows Nike, the doesn't have to be academic writes frequently about art. 



Greek Olympic ideal, which painter Thomas Eakins's 
combined both culture and "Salutat" (1898), which de- 
spcrrL The Olympic symbol of Diets a victorious athlete sa- 
five interlocked rings, invert- luting a crowd, and an am- 
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five interlocked rings, inven- 
ted by De Coubertin to rep- 
resent the world's major geo- 
graphic regions, provided the 
metaphor for the five emotions 
around which Mr. Brown or- 
ganized the exhibition. 

“The rings symbolize in- 
terconnection,'' Mr. Brown 
said. “And an has been con- 
necting people everywhere 
for thousands of years, be- 
cause it speaks to fundament- 
al human emotions that tran- 
scend all cultural 
boundaries." 

Described by Mr. Brown as 
a museum show that “breaks 
all the rules,” since it is not 
taxonomic or monographic in 
scope, “Rings" will display 
masterpieces from a multi- 
tude of regions, cultures and 
religions in five overlapping 



'NJ 


excellence that we find in the 
Olympic Games.” 


luting a crowd, and an am- 
phora from the 4th century 
B.C. that shows Nike, the 
Greek goddess of victory, 
crowning an athlete. 

The final group of works, 
intended to evoke joy, in- 
cludes Vincent van Gogh's 
“Wbeatfield with Cypress” 
(1889), from the Narodni 
Galerie in Prague, and two 
works by Henri Matisse 
—“The Dance (II)” (1909- 
10) from the Hermitage Mu- 


DANA MICUCCI is a journ- 
alist based in New York who 
writes frequently about art. 
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Edvard Munch’s ‘The Scream ’ illustrates anguish. 


Paris to End Monopoly on Auctions 


Continued from Page 17 

everything in them re main 
common, they sell exclus- 


seum in St. Petersburg and a ively by category (Impres- 


rarely seen ceramic tile, 
“Acanthuses” (1953), which 
belongs to the artist’s grand- 
son, Claude DuthuiL 

Works by other European 
masters such as Rubens, Rem- 
brandt, Titian and Caravaggio 
will also be on display. 

While there have been 


sionists. Old Masters and so 
on), print catalogues weeks in 
advance and advertise world- 
wide thanks to their enorm- 
ous turnover. 

London and New York 
sales are attended by the 


sales, the New York auction the worldwide jewelry 
scene is often a desert with turnover in 1995 to $266 mil- 
two dozen professionals or so lion, up 40 percent from 
having a field day. In Paris, 1994. 
the large number of private Last bm not least, France 
players helps to create an at- remains Europe’s richest 
mosphere of eager expect- artistic treasure house. Time 
aocy that can make-all the capsules keep popping open, 
difference between success from 19th century pboto- 
and failure. graphic archives to objects of 


The first step that 
Christie's and Sotheby's win 
take will -be to move up to 
Paris the sales of French fur- 
niture, decorative objects. 
Old Master paintings and Old 


artistic treasure house. Time Master drawings which they 
capsules keep popping open, currently bold in Monte 
from 19th century photo- Carlo, 
graphic archives to objects of Their final decision will. 


cream of world buyers, many three single greatest artisans 


and failure. graphic archives to objects of Their final decision will. 

The second asset enjoyed die distant past collected over however, be conditioned by- 
by France is its reservoir of the centuries. Within the last the extent to which the French 
connoisseurship. Two of the two years, three porcelain administration complies with 
three single greatest artisans vessels from foe ■ Medici European Union rules. If it 


ANNA RUTH HENRIQUES 

THE BOOK OF MECHTILDE 

Exhibition of' the illuminated manusaript 
May 23 - July 31 
Inter Am fricasU 
Research Institute for the Study of Man 
162 East 78 St, Now York 10021, Tel: 212-535-N44K 
Catalogue available 


there have been of whom never come to 
Drouot. This dingy, uncom- 
fortable, tin box in Post-Mod- 
ernist style with escalators 
that are large enough for just 
one line of visitors, may do 
for down-market sessions but 

hardly for international 

sales. 

The stinging irony is that 
opening up the French market 
to European Union auction- 


s' come to of Sotheby's success in Im- 
ngy. uncom- pressionist and Modern mas- 
in Post-Mod- ters in the course of the past 
h escalators three decades are French, 
ough for just One is Man: Btondeau, 
tors, may do who was head of Sotheby’s 
[sessions but France when he left in 1987 to 
international turn to art brokerage. The oth- 
er is Michel Strauss, who star- 
irony is that ted at Sotheby’s in 1961 and 
tench market remains a linchpin of the Im- 
lion auction- pressionist and Modern Mas- 


administration complies with 
European Union rules. If it 


workshop in Florence turned should, for example, decide 


up at Drouot sales. 

Two were p re v io us ly un- 
recorded. (The total number 
of porcelain pieces from the 
Medici workshop where foe 
secret of Chinese porcelain; 
stolen by Jesuit priests, .was 
experimented with, for the. 


to take back with one hand 
what it gives with the other by 
limiting commercial free- 
dom, nothing much will hap- 
pen. The Paris auction system 
wiH simply enter its terminal 
phase arai the hemorrhage of 
art across foe Channel will 


first time in Europe,, stands accelerate. 


eers is almost certain to spark tiers department. 


off a spectacular renaissance Hugues Jo fire, who turned March. No 
on the Paris auction scene. Sotheby’s Contemporary Ait and Christ; 

France has a fantastic po- Department in London mto a get started, 

tential. The nation’s first asset roaring success and left foe 

is the French public. There company in 1992 fra OT 

are more people, ranging Christie's, where he is cur- abr 

from connoisseurs with in- rently head of Christie’s Par- rea( 
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PABLO PICASSO 

Academic and Anti-Academic (1895-1900) 


under 100.) Even splendid 
Impressionists surface at in- 
tervals, such as a Pissarro in 
March. No wonder Sotheby’s 
and Christie’s are itching to 


is the French public. There 
are more people, ranging 
from connoisseurs with in- 


depth knowledge to amateur is, is also french. In addition 
dabblers, who are interested to his new responsibilities, 
in art and collecting art of the expert took over 
every form than in any other Christie's London contem- 


This mighlbe the case it 
among otter things, the auc- 
tion houses are not given lat- 
itude to determine tire rate of 
foe commission they charge 
to buyers. In France, tins is 
currently set by law &1 10.854 
percent on all tots that are not 
classified as the work of an 
identified artist, such as an- 
onymous Renaissance 


European country. Drouot 
sales, modest as they may be. 


YOSHII GALLERY 


invariably attract hosts of head, Gerard Faggionato, ab- 
privaie buyers in startling ruptly left to become a private 


contrast to London, where the 
attendance is overwhelm- 
ingly professional. In New 
York, private buyers play a 
very important role but 


company in 1992 fra ^>4 OTHEBY’S has percent on all lots that are not 

Christie's, where he is cur- already its locale classified as the work of an 

rently head of Christie’s Far- ready, . the fine identified artist, such as an- 
te, is also french. In addition premises of theGaler- ooymous Renaissance 

to his new responsibilities, ie Cbarpentier in the rue da bronzes, Medieval champ- 
the expert took over Faubourg Saint-Honorf, Iev6 enamels or a Louis XVI 
Christie's London content- where top-level Auctions and royal commode ■ not graced 
porary art department in Oc- outstanding ait shows used to with its cabinet maker’s 
tober 1993 when the previous be held in foe 1960s. [stamp- 

head, Gerard Faggionato, ab- , Christie’s, foe its part, has In foe Anglo-Saxon world, 
ruptly left to become a private been steadily building up its the auction houses may do as 
dealer. Mr. Jbffre managed to team.: . they please. Chi all lots under 

raise its turnover from £7.77 William Lslin, who is in $50,000 in New York, or 


with its cabinet maker’s 
stamp- . 

In foe Anglo-Saxon world, 
the auction houses may do as 
they please, (hi all lots under 
$50,000 in New York, or 


raise its turnover from £7.77 
million in 1 993 to £1 6.05 mil- 
lion in 1995. 

Francois Curie!, yet anoth- 



GALERIE MERM0Z 

6, rue du Cirque - 75008 PARIS 

Tel.: (33-1) 42 25 84 80 
Fax: (33-1) 40 75 03 90 
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chiefly at auctions where er Frenchman, is Christie’s 
prices are high. At lesser key man in jewelry. He raised 


GALERIE TAKARA 

Presents 

18th- 19th Century Japanese Dolls, 
Textiles and Prints for Collectors 

Clause witz Strafie 8 10629 Berlin, Germany 

Tel: +49-30-881 8086 Fax: +49-30-S81 8087 

on appointment only 


charge of furniture fra £30,000 in London, the rate is 
Christie’s International/ is currently set at 15 percent, 
alreacty based in Paris. . .. plus valucradded tax on. that 
. Philippe S6gaIot, wbo.es- charge, the minimum deemed 
tabltebed his reparation in necessary to make the system 
contemporary art as the right- commercially viable, 
hand man of Mr. Blondeau in If the advisory commission 
his art brokerage and consult- recommends and foe admin- 


ant venture • beginning in 
1992, was hired as Christie's 
specialist for 20fo century art 
in New York this spring. 
When things get ruder way 


istrahon accepts true com- 
mercial freedom, the Paris 
auction market wd take off 
like a rocket 

French auction buffs will 


on foe Paris scene, the young be thrilled with the idea of 
Frenchman will be ready to attending orderly auctions, in 
rush in. elegant locations, with proper 

Pascal Zuber, a Paris dealer viewing time running to sev- 
and broker in Old Masters, eral days, instead of the ri- 
whose integrity and very ' diculously short one-day 
good eye are widely acknow- lapse allowed at Drouot 


[edged, joined Christie's Par- 
is team on April 1. 


The International Fine Art Fair, New York City, May 10 - May 15, 1996, 
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THE LEFEVRE GALLERY : 

Important 19th & 20th Century 
Works of Art 

30 Bruton Street ■ London ■ W1X 8JD 
Tel: 0171-493 2107 ■ Fax: 0171-499 9088 


FLAV3A ORMOND FINE ARTS LTD. 

24 Brechin Place, London SW7 4QA, United Kingdom 
Telephone.- 0171 244 7883 Fax: 0171 373 8139 
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GAFTANO GANDOLFl 
U734-1WJ2) 

Tin Half Family oilh Saint Jabu the Baprirt 
Italian, c.17w 

Inscribed G. GtmtblJ!fi7S9 in 4 latur hand 
Black chalk heightened with white, I7 '/i» * 1 1 inches (42.3 1 32 an) 


■ CAI 7 £ .S.M> BASS BY GLO^OUS POOD j 

Infcrmaticn: New Ycr* (212j 3320355 or London (0171) 73C 5491 


COLNAGHI 

KSTsmWIFO ITnO 

An Exhibition of 

MASTER DRAWINGS 

c.1530 - 1920 
May 8th - May 31st, 1996 

Ah i» exhibiting at the 
hitcmitiivitit Fine Art Fair. New York 
May Wlh - 15th. 1996 

21 East 67th Street ■ New York • NY 10021 
Telephone: (212) 772-2266 - Fax: (212) 737-8325 
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The international . public, 
properly servedby catalogues 
sent out in advance and aler- 
. ted by advertising, will 
slowly get used to coming to 
Paris again. As an art city, foe 
French capital holds attrac- 
tions with which London (or 
New York) simply does not 
begin to compete. 

If that commercial freedom f 
is allowed, it is safe to bet that r 
Paris would catch up with 
London in French furniture, 
European works of an and 
Old Master drawings within • 
five to seven years, courtesy*? 
of Christie's and Sotheby’s. *4: 

And if foe French ra.foi^, 
Europeans in general are wiser - 
enough to give up any thought * 
of keeping op foe absurd droir 
de suite (that is, foe current 3 
percent charged to the vendor 
on all works of art created by 
artists whose death occurred : 
less than 70 years ago), one ■ 
may even envisage in foe long - 
term a renaissance of the. mar- . 
ket fo r late Impressionist and 
20fo century mastras. • 

. . Otherwise they will all be • : 

beaded for New York. 

If all that comes to pass, 
much of the art that is now - . 
slipping away from French 
bands, particularly fee more ; 

njodestworksofanthatmake. ; 
up the setting of daily life arid 

underpin the living culture/ ' 
wul stay in France imtead of^- 
being shipped across to Bri- 
tain or the United States. 

Far more is at stake here 
“tan foe specialists in legal 
matters or foe revenue-ob- 
?^s®d Treasury officials who , 
will be taking the f artful de- ' 
cisions nn behalf of France 
ran imagine. The dock is . 
*! cklJ ^-, By next fall, we ■ 
shcwld know which way the . 
cat jumps. Hold your breath. • 

Soureri Melfician 
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Mining for Gold in Master Drawings: Uncharted Territory 


By Sotxren Mdikian 


P ARIS — - Master 

drawings are the last 
haven of peace for 
thosewbo buy ait out 
of passion. The field; with its 
hundreds of schools and tens 
of thousands of artists, is too 
complex to lend itself to hype 
for more than about a few 
famous names. It largely re- 
mains uncharted territory 
with discoveries to be made 
every week. 

At the Salon du Dessin, one 
of the buyers’ yearly gath- 
erings, celebrated this year at 
the Hotel George V from 
April 11 to 16, the members 
of that club without formal 
membership were on a lark. 

The 23 dealers, the major- 
ity based in Paris with Ger- 
man colleagues as their 
guests this year (the practice 
is to have one guest nation, 
each year), enjoyed it, the mu- 
seum curators enjoyed it, the 
private collectors enjoyed it. 
hi short, it was a riot. 

The winner in die best-boy 
category was probably 
George Goldner, curator of 
Old Master drawings at the 
Metropolitan Museum in 
New York and, through him, 
his institution. Not many mu- 
seums in America or else- 
where wiB be able to boast the 
acquisition of a small gem by 
Corot for 50.000 francs, 
bought from die Gaierie 
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The Rateleuse by Jean-Froncois Millet. 


Bruno de Bays er. 

Mr. De Bay ser pointed out 
t hat stormy landscapes are 
exceedingly rare in the 
French artist’s oeuvre. A 
drawing blatantly done under 
the influence of Rembrandt's 
etchings is rarer still. This 
turns the black chalk sketch 
into a discovery important for 
art history, if not really a sur- 
prising one — Corot's an, 
was arguably at its greatest in 
his etchings. 

Mr. Goldner also acquired 
an enchanting mountainous 
la n dscape by Paul Huet dat- 
ing from the early 1830s. 

The price, as it happens, 
was also $10,000. The sweep- 
ing view in pen and ink, 
heightened with wash, is in- 
tensely romantic. Indeed, it 
was featured in the famed 
Paris Ceotcnaire du Ro- 
mantisme show in 1930 and 
more recently in the Huet 
196S retrospective in Rouen. 

The curator had some close 
runners-up in the competition 
for low-priced art Ker-Xavi- 
er Roussel’s landscape dating 
from the 1890s that was sold 
by the Gaierie Brame et 
Lorenceau for $5,000 was a 
steal. Bordering an abstrac- 
tion with lightly applied 
touches of almond green, 
beige and white, it is as ad- 
vanced as anything ever done 
by a Nabi school painter. 

Even more than the pos- 
sibility of buyinggreat works 
at prices under $20,000, it is 


Italy Freezes a Dispute Over Churches 


By Roderick 
Conway Morris 


V ENICE — With a 
host of other prob- 
lems in the fore- 
front, arts issues 
were hardly expected to get a 
look during the build-up to 
Italy’s parliamentary elec- 
tions this weekend. 

But that was before it was 
revealed, in February, that the 
Italian state seemed on the 
verge of handing over to local 
parish administrations more 
than 100 churches that have 
been public cvqperty since 
they were confiscated from die 
Catholic Church in 1866-67 
during the ramification of 
Italy. 

WhDe the Co n ference of 
tttalianJBishqps was muck to. 
•point out that fee churches 
involved represented less 
than 1 percent of the fetal in 
Italy, it became equally dear 
that they included many 
renowned monumental bmkl- 
ings: Santa Maria del Popolo 
in Rome, with its canvases by 
Caravaggio, frescoes by Pin- 
turicchio, monuments by 
Sansovino and a chapel de- 
signed by Raphael; Santa 
Maria in ValliceDa, also in 
Rome, with its paintings by 
Rubens and frescoes by Cor- 
tona and Gnerrino; the San 
Marco Convent in Florence, 
the Santa Chiara and San 
Domenico Maggiore 

churches in Naples, and fee 
Monreale Abbey near 
Palermo. 

The issue was brought to 


public notice by fee aits and 
environment campaigners 
Italia Nostra, who relaunched 
a previous petition appealing 
to the government not to part 
wife fee churches. As a result 
Prime Munster Laxnberto Dim 
effectively froze the matter, 
postponing the final decision 
until after the elections. 

“Weregardtinsmhself as 
a considerable victory,” said 
Gaia Pallottino, secretary- 
general ofltaHaNostra, “and 
nope feat whoever forms fee 
next government will confirm 
feat these churches should xe- 
in»fn in fee public d omain. ' * 

At present fee churches are 
a dmini stered and their ton- 
rung costs entirety paid by the 
state through a special divi- 
tion of the Ministry of the 
Interior, the FEC, or Reli- 
gious Buildings Fond, though 
they are freely available to fee 
Church far services. 

Despite fee apocalyptic 
visions of some in the arts — 
who pictured young men in 
clerical collars carting church 
treasures off to fee nearest 
auction house — movable 
artworks contained in fee 
churches continue to be sub- 
ject to fee protection of the 
Cultural Heritage Ministry, 
whose permission would be 
required before any work 
could be removed or sold: 

However, a change in the 
churches- ownership would 
be significant, both in legal 
and practical terms. To un- 
derstand why, a little history 
is in order. 

In 1929, Mussolini signed 
the Lateran Treaty with the 


Holy See, recognizing its sov- 
ereignty and granting it vari- 
ous privileges. 

■ In 1984. however, a new 
Concordat, or pact between 
the ecclesiastical and civil au- 
thorities, was signed by the 
then-prime minister. Bettino 
Craxi. reaffirming and updat- 
ing fee Lateran Treaty. 

The 1984 Concordat “ ac- 
tually gave far more conces- 
sions to the Church than Mus- 
solini's did in 1929,” said 
Piero Bellini, who teaches the 
history of canon law at La 
Sapienza University in Rome. 
According to the 1984 Con- 
cordat, cultural properties be- 
longing to tire Church have to 
be regulated by agreement be- 
tween the Church and the 
state. As long as the state still 
owns these churches, it re- 
tains direct and immediate 
control over them, and has the 
power to intervene at once if 
urgent work need to be done 
to them. 

At fee moment, relations 
between the Church and state 
are good, but if disagreements 
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were to vise, fee result could 
be situations of bureaucratic 
obstruction and stalemate. 

Such impasses are far from 
unknown in Italy, and Mr. 
Bellini pointed to the recent 
case of fee basilica at Nolo in 
Sicily. On March 13, most of 
die dome and roof of the 
Baroque church collapsed 
suddenly. Although govern- 
ment funds apparently had 
been made available to pre- 
serve fee budding, red tape 
and repeated delays kept fee 
work from being carried out in 
time to prevent fee damage. 

Nevertheless, a chief hope 
of those opposed to fee hand- 
over of the churches is feat it 
will be possible to prove the 
move ille gal and unconstitu- 
tional. 

RODERICK CONWAY MOR' 
RIS is based in Venice. 


the countless unexpected in- 
sights into an that makes the 
entire field a kind of adven- 
ture ground for connoisseurs. 
Drawings can reveal unsus- 
pected sides to the great paint- 
ers who sketched them. Those 
who are accustomed to Fran- 
cois Boucher's be ribboned 
shepherdesses and Louis XV 
women of the court inanely 
beaming with their breasts 
half uncovered may marvel at 
the red chalk portrait of an 
adolescent uncorking a bottle 
of wine. 

Bruce Livie and his wife. 
Angelika Arnold! of Munich, 
sold it on the opening night 
for 375,000 francs to a French 
collector who told him he had 
always wanted a Boucher. 

From the late 18fe century, 
talented individualists ex- 
plored new avenues in their j 
drawings without really car- 
rying over their experiments 
into their finished pictures. 
There is nothing in late 18th 
century landscape painting 
feat has the scintillating lu- 
minosity rendered by Jean 
Jacques De Boissieu in a view 
of the village at Dargoire 
done in pen and wash 
heightened wife white in 
1793. It is on view at Didier 
Aaron & Ge. 

Curiously, fee most aston- 
ishing discoveries are per- 
haps those that concern more 
recent times. One easily for- 
gets how closely Germany 
came to spawning an Impres- 
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si on 1st school as early as the 
1830s. A landscape painted in 
oil on paper at that time, 
which Thomas Le Claire of 
Hamburg displays as fee 
work of Cart Gustav Cams, is 
a study of tight playing on the 
leaves of seedling under- 
growth. That and the studied 
sketchiness herald much that 
was to define early Impres- 
sionism. making one wonder 
why Germany or. more spe- 
cifically in this case, fee 
Dresden school, did not take 
it any further. 
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The soppy Jean-Francois 
Millet could at intervals dis- 
play striking vigor. The figure 
of a woman raking, sketched 
around 1850, which was dis- 
played at fee Gaierie Berfes, 
was one of the salon's sur- 
prises. 

Designed on a human scale 
and unpretentious, the Salon 


du Dessin is the perfect light- 
weight show, conceived for 
the viator’s pleasure wife a 
sp rinklin g of excellent pieces 
under $100,000 that are just 
sufficient to sustain fee con- 
noisseur’s interest 

throughout. There is hardly 
any other field where this 
could be done. 
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I Maiso\ STROSSER 
Eetab. in 1874 
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LINCOLN CENTER 

FESTIVAL 


A three-week explosion of 
classic and contemporary 
music, dance, theater and 
more, including Four Saints 
in Three Acts, the New York 
Philharmonic, Alvin Aitey 
American Dance Theater 
with Wynton Marsalis mid 
the Lincoln Center jazz 
Orchestra, Merce Cunningham, 
John EUot Gardiner, 
Vietnamese water puppets, 
all of Samuel Becketfs 
plays and Tod Mach over’s 
interactive Brain Opera! 
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Oriental Art 


10 Clifford Street 
London W1X IRS 
Telephone; 0171-493 5464 
Fax: 0171-409 3136 
Cables: ES*ENAa London W1 


11 June - 13 July 1996 


Sculpture and ornament 
in early Chinese art 
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Sperial festival Packages have been 

Sponsored by 

created by 1 JS'l' 


Packages include priority rickets, hotel 


accommodations, gourmet dining, and 

Philip Morris 

specially designed tours of New York 

CenjNUMs Ik. 

City*s cultural treasures. 

©Lexus 

For a Festival brochure call 212-875-5132 

For more information on travel packages, 
call 1-800-833-2111 in the UJS. 
or 212-563-1202 outside the U.5. 
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LINE: 4 I 5-863-3330 


Egon Scfetde. Frau Mil Sihnarrfra Hut (Cennide Sctuds) signed with initials and dated 1909. Oil and 
siKar and gold bnma- paini on cam » 100 b> 99.7 mj I.W by 39 - in. ). Estimate: S3 .000 .000- 5 .000. 000 


IMPRESSIONIST AND MODERN ART 


SOTHEBYS 

=3 

AUCTION IN NEW YORK ON 1ST & 2ND MAY 
ON VIEW FROM 27TH APRIL 1996 

Enquiriea: Alexander Apsis in New York. Tel (2121 606 7360 Fax (2121 606 7037 
Sotheby's, 133-1 York Avenue. New York. NY J002I. Illustrated catalogues 
are available from our office* and galleries worldwide. To purchase a catalogue 
please telephone London on tlllt 3 14 4444 or fax on l!7l \ 4G8 5909 
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World Roundup 



Onrgc Gwtao/AP 

Greg Norman responded to the 
crowd after shooting a 2-under- 
par 69 in the opening round of 
the MCI Heritage Classic. 


Courier Is in Semis 


tennis Jim Courier had a tough 
battle before finally bearing fellow 
American Todd Martin 6-3, 7-6 (7- 
4) in the quarterfinals of the Bar- 
celona Open on Friday. 

Courier, serving for the match at 
5-4 after talcin g the first set, double- 
faulted twice and was broken by 
Martin. In a set-closing tiebreaker. 
Courier scrambled across the clay 
court to return two consecutive 
overhead shots and went on to 
win. 

Courier’s victory set up a semi- 
final match in the $925,000 tour- 
nament with Marcelo Rios of Chile, 
who ousted Magnus Larsson of 
Sweden 2-6, 6-1. 6-2. 

No. 1 seed Thomas Muster easily 
advanced to die semifinals, over- 
whelming Francis Roig of Spain 6- 
1. 6-1. and will face Carlos Moya 
on Saturday. Moya advanced by 
bearing fellow Spaniard Alberto 
Berasategui, 6-3. 6-3. f AP) 


Northern Transvaal Wins 


rugby Northern Transvaal sur- 
vived a late burst of three tries from 
Transvaal to beat its old rival. 25- 
15, on Friday night, moving up to 
third place behind Auckland and 
Queensland in the Super- 1 2 
league. 

Northern Transvaal was ahead, 
19-0, with 24 minutes left but 
Transvaal threw caution to the wind 
and ran in a hat-trick of tries 
through prop Ian Hatringh, fullback 
Gavin Lawless and wing Pieter 
Hendriks. 

But Lawless missed all three 
conversions as well as a fifth- 
minute penalty for a barren evening 
with the boot that proved costly for 
the visitors. ( Reuters) 


Morris to Face Trial 


football Pittsburgh Steelers 
running back Bam Morris will free 
trial July 15 on two drug-possession 
charges stemming from his arrest 
last month during a traffic stop. 

Morris, wearing a mustard- 
colored suit, entered a written plea 
of innocent during a brief hearing 
Thursday before state District 
Judge Bill Lofland. “I can’t talk 
about it now,’ ’ Morris said. (AP) 


The Referee’s Fault 

Paralyzed Rugby Player Wins Suit 


Carried bfOwS*&FnmDiqKiaJ*j 

LONDON — A British rugby union 
player, paralyzed from the shoulders 
down in 1991 during an under- 19 game, 
won a landmark court case Friday in 
which he sued an amateur referee for £1 
milli on ($1.51 million) in d amag es. 

The actual level of damages will be 
assessed at a later date. 

The case was believed to be the first of 
its Vinrf agiiiptf a referee, with no similar 
judgment in existence in the courts of 
Britain or Ireland or other major rugby- 
playing countries such as Australia, 
New Zealand or South Africa. 

Ben Smoldon. a promising player, 
was 17 when he broke his neck after a 
scrum collapsed during a game between 
his team, Sutton Coldfield, and Burton- 
on -Trent Colts in October 1991. 

in the High Court, Smoldon accused 
referee Michael Nolan of failing to en- 
force the laws of the game and properly 
to control the match so as not to expose 
players to unnecessary risk. 

The judge said Nolan “in important 
respects had failed to exercise reason- 
able care and skill in the prevention of 
collapses by sufficient instruction to (be 
front rows,” of the scrum. 

Thomas Whitworth, a prop forward 
for Burton Colts, was accused by Smol- 
don of causing die front rows of the 
scrum to collapse. But he was absolved 
of liability by the trial judge. 

Smoldon 's victory could have ser- 
ious consequences for the future of all 


amateur games, not just rugby, at a 
grassroots level by creating a landmark 
precedent, lawyers said. 

**I personally feel that it’s been a long 
hard struggle and been very worth- 
while,” said Smoldon, who is now 21 
years of age. 

"I do not want to discourage, though, 
any player from playing the game of 
rugby but X hope this case is one step to 
making the game safer. I will continue 
to support the game of rugby for the rest 
of ray life.” 

Previously it was assumed in law that 
amateurs could not sue because they had 
voluntarily agreed to play. 

Recent court cases had opened the 


way for players to sue if injured by a 
te foul which 



DmOnkbVAP 

Rugby referee Michael Nolan was 
found negligent regarding an in- 
jury to a player, Ben Smoldon. 


deliberate foul which was not con- 
sidered a reasonable risk of the game. 
But Friday’s judgment took the idea of 
liability one step further, lawyers said. 

Nolan's lawyers said he was ‘ ‘deeply 
disappointed’ * by the decision. 

“The implications which this de- 
cision has for refereeing in sport in 
general needs to be carefully con- 
sidered,” they said in a statement issued 
through England’s Rugby Football Uni- 
on. 

The referee was backed by the Rugby 
Football Union, the game's governing 
body. Nolan is insured under a Rugby 
Football Union plan and denied liab- 
ility. 

Smoldon was playing hooker when a 
scrum collapsed for the third time. 

Nolan was accused of negligence in 
f ailin g to explain to the front rows how 
scrums should be set, failing to stop 
players deliberately collapsing scrums , 
neglecting to order off offending play- 
ers, and not being physically fit enough 
to control the match properly. 

The court was told that a touch judge 
had warned the referee that unless he did 
something, someone in the front row of 
the scrimmage was going to be injured. 
“Mr. Nolan agreed but, in effect said he 
could not do anything aboat the situ- 
ation,” said Smoldon ’s lawyer, Peter 
Andrews. 

Nolan, 54, a referee for 14 years, told 
the High Court that he was strong on 
discipline and strict on the rules of fee 
game. He denied losing control of the 
game and put the number of collapsed 
scrums at eight rather than the 25 al- 
leged by Smoldon. 

Smoldon, now a philosophy student, 
is paralyzed from the shoulders down 
and has no bowel or bladder controL 

He suffers from depression as a result 
of his injuries, loss of his independence 
and inability to take part in sports, his 
lawyers said. (Reuters, AP) 



Richey Reneberg backhanding a return to Michael Chang on Friday. 


Reneberg Topples Chang 


The Associated Press 

TOKYO — Richey Reneberg over- 
came the formidable defenses of Mi- 
chael Chang in a 6-4, 7-6 (7-3) upset 
Friday that carried him into the semi- 
finals of the Japan Open. 

World No. 1 Pete Sampras, taking 
advantage of his few chances against a 
tough server, straggled past No. 10 Guy 
Forget of Ranee, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4. 


player,” Chang said. “He was just a 
little bext 


“That’s about as good as I can play,” 

irofhis 


said Reneberg. who had lost all four o 
previous matrhgg against Chang. “I felt 
like I took advantage of every oppor- 
tunity.” 

Reneberg, ranked 63d in the world, 
broke serve against Chang in the first 
game and, after losing his own serve in 
the fourth, broke again in the seventh. 

The two traded breaks early in the 
second set, but Reneberg dominated the 
tiebreaker, going up 4-1 by getting two 
points off Chang’s serve. Chang set up 
match point with a double fault, and 
Reneberg closed the match with a ser- 
vice winner. .... 

“Richey has always teen a solid 


i tetter tfian me today.' 

Sampras, who had a 4-4 record 
against Forget before Friday .served 18 
aces to the French player’s 14. 

Two careless . . volley errors by 
Sampras led to Forger's break in die 
sixth game of the first set But Forget 
Scored only nine points against 
Sampras’s serve the rest of the match 
Sampras’s semifinal opponent" Sat- 
urday will be No. 5 seed Mark Wood- 
fbrde of Australia, who used his mixture 
of touch and power to beat No. 3 
Thomas Enqvist of Sweden, 6-4, 7-5. 

Reneberg’s semifinal opponent win 
be another iwimAil player, Hendrik: 
Dreekmaxm of Germany, who beat No. 
6 Richard Krajicek of the Netherlands, 

7-6 a-5), 7-6 (9-7)- 
Womeo’s top seed Kimikn Dale ad- 
vanced to her fifth straight Japan Open 
final with a 6-1, 6-3 victory over Jap- 
anese compatriot Ai Sugiyama. 

Amy Frazier, the No. 3 seed, was tx> 
free play Naoko Kipmuta in foe other 
. match. 


For France, A Double Chance at a Championship 


International Herald Tribune 

For France’s footballing sons the 
hour of glory may finally have come. On 
Tuesday, in Bordeaux, as the home team 
cantered to victory over Slavia Prague 
in the UEFA Cup, its delirious fans gave 
a tastefully brief rendition of the French 
national anthem. La Marseillaise. 

Two days later in Paris as the home 
team beat Deportivo de La Coruna in 
similar circumstances in the Cup Win- 
ners Cup — like Bordeaux. Paris-SL 
Germain bad won 1-0 away and was 
cantering to a 1-0 home victory — the 
home fens did the same tiling. 

Suddenly France had teams in the 
finals of two European cups it had never 


European Soccer/ Pktbb Berlin 


won. Like the World Cup and the mod- 
ern Olympics, these competitions were 
French ideas. 

To be sure, the structure of the vari- 
ous cups can be confusing. The Cham- 
pions’ Cup — also known as die Euro- 
pean Cup or the Champions' League — 
is fought between the league champions 
of the 24 countries whose teams have 
played best in overall competition in 
Europe in recent year. The Cup Winners 
Cup pits the winners of national cup 
competitions — as opposed to league 
play — against each other. Finally, the 


AIR RACE OF THE AMERICAS 


March 31st - April 21st 96 


New York • Pointe a Pitre • Salvador de Bahia • Rio de Janeiro • Buenos Aires • Ushuaia 
Santiago de Chile • Lima • San Jose • Oaxaca • New Orleans • New York. 


official sponsors 

Raymond x- 


The last days were long and exhausting for all race participants. 


Oaxaca, Mexico, April l<fc00, 04HM) 

UTC. 

Whereas the airport mana- 
gement (women only) were 
enthusiastic and helpful in 
Santiago de Chile, the 
Peruvian aviation authorities 
in Lima did their best to make 
everyone's life miserable 
The pilots were denied the 
crew channels, and forced to 
complete the airline passengers 
circuit with queues at immigration, 
customs and security counters, endless 

corridors and the usual harassment. Yet. 
unlike the airline passengers, they were then 
invited to pay up to 525 IS dollars in airport 
fees, including 420 for a so-called “VIP 
treatment". This to he compared to the 20 to 
50 US dollars they paid in the otter countries 
the race visited. 

Yet, the head of Peru's aviation, General 
IJurjja, had agreed to waive the taxes. Bui the 
official confirmation never came to the airport 



tax office. After hours spent near 
the aircraft to wait for the 


promised fax, race director 
Bernard 


Lamy decided to call it 
quit, paid the $4,000 ransom 
and headed off to Costa 
Rica- 

Exhausted crews eventually 
arrived at night in Son .lose, 
the airpon being surrounded 
by flashing thunderstorm 
douds, concluding a 14 hour 
working dav with a 18 knot 
night crosswind landing. None of 


them plan to return to Peru anytime soon. 


Between San lose and Oaxaca, several 
wed signs of latigue: Cidos had 


aircraft show* 

an indicator failure arid landed in 
Guatemala to check one of their engines, 
thus loosing lime and their second place. 
Knight Flight had rr. fly visual all the way 
because of instrument problems, hut keep 
their first place. The race will end on 
Sunday, at Caldwell airport. Fairfield, N.J. 


Transmitted from Oaxaca, Mexico, via CompuServe Information Service. 
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Contacts: 

Call { 1 212) 6819252 in New York 
or visit our web site at: 

http:/, on rworld.compusert’c.com/homcpages/fairault." 


Kirsten Leads 
South Africa 
Over India 


Reuters 

SHARJAH, United 
Arab Emirates — Open- 
er Gary Kirsten stroked 
an unbeaten 1 15 and Pat 
Symcox lashed a thun- 
derous 61 to power South 
Africa to 287 for five in 
their 50 overs against In- 
dia in the Sharjah Cup 
final on Friday. 

South Africa, which 
won the toss, set India a 
demanding task after re- 
covering from a shaky 20 
for two, losing opener 
Andrew Hudson without 
scaring and Daiyfi Cul- 
lman for two. 

Kirsten anchored the 
innings with a century of 
controlled aggression, 
his second hundred 
against India in the tour- 
nament, which also fea- 
tured Pakistan. 

However, it was die 
whirlwind batting of off- 
spinner Symcox, pro- 
moted from the lower or- 
der, which enabled South 
Africa to snatch the ini- 
tiative. 

Symcox smashed his 
61 off 49 balls, hitting 


five fours and two sixes, 
and shared a third wicket 
partnership of 95 in 91 
deliveries with Kirsten. 

Captain Hansie Cranje 
(25 off 34 balls) and 
Derek Crookes (26 off 30 
balls) weighed in with 
useful contributions, be- 
fore Brian McMillan 
ended the innings with 
flourish. 


EUFA cup is contested between the test 
finishers in each national league that 
have not made it to either of the other 
competitions. 

But while the French may have 
launched the idea of these tournaments, 
they have rarely managed to take home 
a championship. In 40 years of trying, a 
French club has won a European trophy 
only once — in 1993, when Bernard 
Tapie’s Marseilles club, the first French 
team to compete with Europe’s plu- 
tocrats in the player marketplace, got its 
h an ds on the European Champions’ 
Cup. Boc within months, French au- 
thorities were dusting it for fingerprints 
after it emerged that Tapie was using his 
money not just to buy nis own players 
but those at other dubs as well, bribing 
them to throw matches. 

The French record in European com- 
petitions is astonishingly ted. Since 
1956, when Champions’ Cup play 
began, the French have managed just the 
one tainted cup. ho that time, the English 
have won 24 cups, the Italians 22 and 
the Spanish 21. The Romanians, the 
Swedes, even the East Germans have 
won more than the French. 

Losing again and again, as Paris-SL 
Germain had done in the semifinals for 
three straight years before Thursday, 
suggested that losing had become a 
French habiL 

For a long time, the French did not 
win anything because their clubs simply 
weren’t very talented. But since 1976, 
when Sl Etienne lost die Champions’ 
Cup final to Bayern Munich, France has 
produced world-class players in abund- 
ance. Indeed, this year’s successes axe 
all the more surprising because so many 
top-class players have left France. 

Bordeaux had to overcome Marcel 
Desail ly's AC Milan in the quarterfinals 
and will face Jean-Pierre Papin when it 
plays Bayern Munich in the finaL The 
best French player in the Champions' 
Cup semifinal between Nantes and In- 
ventus on Wednesday was Dicfier 
Deschamps, who kept his head in die - 
Italian midfield while, around him, " 
30,000 of his compatriots were losing 
theirs. 

Yet there is still great talent, par- 
ticularly attac king talent, in France. 
Bordeaux fielded three Frenchmen of 
world class: Bixente Lizara zn, aggress? 
ive and a little crazed at left-back, Zi- 
nedine Zidane, a silky attacking mid- 
fielder, and Christophe Dugany, a 
flamboyant striker. Perhaps one reason 
the French produce players of such bril- 
liance is because they are prepared to 
indulge the romantic myth erf genius in a 
wav that the top Italian and German 
cluos are noL 

The Girondins long march to the 
UEFA cup final has been speckled with 
yellow and red cards — and therefore 
suspensions — for its three stars. 


Zidane and Dugany both got them- 
selves booted in the silliest ways Tues- 
day, even foough both kite w that another 
yellow card, would make them miss the 
first game of the two-legged finaL 

Nantes* defeat revealed the continu- 
ing weakness of French club soccer at 
die highest IeveL- French clubs still can- 
not attract enough top-class foreign 
players to give then: squads the depth of 
Ajax or Milan or Bayern. PSG had Rai, 
a very good Brazilian. Deportivo, shorn 
of several injured stars, still hadBebeto, 
a great Brazilian. Bordeaux has three its 
outstanding Frenchmen but the quality 
of some of the supporting cast is ques- 
tionable. 

Juveutus had 2 1 top-class players on 
the field — and several more on the 
substitutes’ bench — while Nantes did 
not Juventus demanded of Nantes a 
toughness in the tackle, a precision in 
tire pass and a speed in execution which 
tiie home team could not sustain. The 
Italians scored, with alarming ease, with 
their first shot on goal, to leave Nantes 
needing four goals to qualify. After Eric 
Decroix scored one of them just before 
half-time, Nantes, howled on by its fens, 
turned tiie second period into a 45- 
minute cavalry charge. The result was 
three more goals. Unfortunately the first 
of them was scored by Juventus with its 
second shot on goal. 

Afterwards Jean-Michel Feni, the 
Nantes captain, boasted: “We almost 
made them ctadL ” In truth tiie only way 
of knowing that an Italian defense was 
close to cracking is after it has done so. 
On Wednesday, the Italian cilib. deeply 
habituated to winning, seemed to be 
prepared to allow Nantes to salvage 
some pride rather than risk injuries and 
cautions that might keep players out of 
•*“ finaL MarceDo Lippi, the Milan 


the 


coach, removed all three of his. star 
strikers well before the end. 

European competitions taka a lolL 
Bordeaux, which qualified, for the 
UEFA Cip through last summer's In- 
tertoto Cup, has played 16 games to 
reach the finaL Its form in the French 
league has been torpedoed by eariy- 
season injuries to Dugany and Liz- 
arazn. It could win the UEFA Cup and 


still sink into the French second di- 
vision. Zidane will arrive at the Euro- 
pean Championships haying pfayed^JOC- 
cex non-stop for two years and having 
taken part in more than 60 games for 
clnb and country this reason. Flayers 
from these three much dubs who play, 
for the national teams in the European 

• t j s • ‘ . 


Olympics will enter next season without 
having given their bodies a properresL 
..Aim6 Jacquet, die French coach, 
must have watched this week’s three 
games with mixed feelings. Club tri- 
umphs will do much to dispel the in- 
security which have also* undermined 
the national team, but may leave players 
mentally and physically weakened. 
French glory is coming at a {nice. 


Red Sox Beat 




Orioles to Halt 



The Associated Press 

The Boston Red Sox ended their sw- ’ 
en-game losing streak Thursday, beat- . 
ine Mike Mussina and the Baltimore , 
Orioles, 10-7, for their third victory of . - 
die season. . , * 

Mo Vau ghn and Mike Stanley - 
horaered far the Red Sox, whose 2-12 , 
start was the worst tn franchise history. . 

The Red Sox tagged Mussina (3-1) for 
ax rims — five earned — and lO hhsin Z 
six frgring fc- Stanley, who came in bat- 
ting. 121, went 3 for4 as toe Sox reached,, 
season highs in runs and hits ( 14). " 

Brady Anderson sad Rafael Palmeiro ^ 



* v- 




2, 


i 


homcre d for the Orioles, who had won 
seven of eight Baltimore's 1 1-3 record 
is still die best in the majors. 

Heatbdiff Slocumb, who pitched toe 
ninth for his second save, struck out 
Roberto Alomar with two runners on to 
end the game. 

ltarimrs 11. Thiers 3 Alex Rodriguez ; 
hit his first career grand slam and toe i 
Seattle Mariners tied a team record with 
their wghth straight victory. , 

Frigar Martinez and Jay Buhner hit • 
consecutive home rims as die Marinas 
matriiw! eight-game winning streaks. of — 
1985 and 1991. At 12-4. Seattle is off to 
its best start ever. 

Detroit's starter, Clint Sodowsky (]- * 
1), left before gettfog an oat in Seattle V , 
rix-ron second inning. 

Annals ft, Hu* Jay* 8 George Arias, a ;; 
rookie, hit his first major league homer, 
a three-run shot to cap a five-run first ~ 
inmng ] and California held off?. 
Toronto. >• 

After binUfing a 6-0 lead off Jeff 
Ware (0-2) in too second inning, .titer/ 
Angels let the Blue Jays get back in'it f* 

Toronto scored two runs on bases* ^ 
loaded walks, another on a wild pitch, 
and three unearned runs after Randy 
Velarde’s error at second base m the 
sixth wming 

■f t—! s. Royals ft Kevin Seitzer 
homered and drorc in four runs, helping 
Steye Sparks avenge his one-hit loss to 
Kansas City last week as Milwaukee . 
beat Kansas City. 

Seitzer hit his fifth home ran of the 
seasrar off a former teammate, Mark- • 

. Gubicza (l-3Lin the sixth. He also had 
an RBI pounder in Milwaukee's fourth 
; straight win. 

ft was the first start for Sparks (1-2) 
since he was beaten, 3-1, last Saturday 
^ Milwaukee. Sparks lost despite giv- 
ing tqtjnst one hit m eight innings — a 
three-run homer by Michael Tucker. 

Sparks went seven innings this time, 
giving up seven hits and one ran. The 
krmcklebaUer (fid not walk a batter and 
struck out two. 

" In National League games: 

PtaOHaaft, Rxposa Todd Zeile hit two 
homexs, including a ihree-nm shot in the 
ninth inning that tallied Philadelphia - 
over MooircaL 9-8. . 

Zeile, who hit a home run with the 
bases empty in the eighth, capped a 
four-nm comeback in the ninth. 

The Phillies trailed, 8-5, entering the 
ninth, but Mel Rojas (3-1) issued a 
leadoff walk to Kevin Stocker and a ; 
one-out walk to Mickey Morandini. ! 
Mark Whiten hit an RBI single and.'. 
ZeQe followed with a deep shot to left- 
center. ft was the Zefie’s second two- 
homer game — the other came on May r ’ 
10, 1995. Ricky Bottalico (1-0) pitched 
one and a third innings for the victory. 

Mw t iBi s, Rim a Charles Johnson 
hit a two-nm homer and Gary Sheffield j 
added a solo shot as Florida snapped a 
four-game losing streak, beating At- u 
lanta. Rob b Nen. who blew a 2-0 lead in > 

tiie eighth inning tire previous night in. 
A t l a nta , recorded Florida’s first save of 
the season. 

With runners on second and third, 

Nen struck out Ryan Klesko and got 
Dwight Smith, who was pinch-hi tting , 
bn a grounder toend the game. 

The Martins, backed by Sheffield’sCj 
homer in the first timing and Johnson’s 
in die fourth, built a 5-0 lead over Tom 
Glavine and the Braves, whose three- 
game winning streak ended. 

Glavine (1-3) straggled for the 
second game in a row. Chris Haxmtiond 
(E2) was the winner. 

PRa*— ft, ftininrii 2 Al Martin. and 
Orlando Merced homcred on consec- * 
utive at-b ats and Paul Wagner won his 
third straight start as Pittsburgh beat St- " 
Louis. • ; : 

Martin horaered off Todd Srbto 
tlemyre (1-1) after Nelson Lirianp . 
doubled to start the fourth. Merced fol- 
lowed with his third home run, all in the 
last three games, to make ii 6- 1 . Merced , 
was 7_ for 16 in tiie series. 

Lmano had four hits and scored twice 
for the Pirates, who have hit 10 home 
runs m the last six games. Pittsburgh, has ' 
won four of six. ■ l, _' 

Wagner (3-0) gave up his fimnm of 
the season on Pat Borders’s single in the 
second, ending a ran of 17 scoreless . 
mnmgs that included a brief relief stint”' ?! 
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His ERA is now 6.77. 

, 7 i siteti 6 Luis Go nzalez had 
three hitSi including a two-nin double in 
afive-nm fast inning, and Chicago took 
advantage -of four San" Francisco er- 
rors. 



Mike Perez (1-0) picked up the vic- 
tory m two innings of two-hit relief. He 
struck orn three and walked two for tiie 
Cubs, who have won four erf their lastrfi 
« ,???•. Weudell pitched the ; 
dual I 2-3 innings for his second save, 
out three of the five batters he 

raced. 






(0-3) took 



11 walking one X *** 

and striking out one over five-plus in- >1^ ; ft ***** 
rungs. -- ,y7 

am 




I ' • . 
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.Blues Lose Fuhr 

Goalie Felled by Knee Injury 


The Associated Press 

Philadelphia was upset by 
Tampa Bay and the New 
York Rangers lost their 
second straight at homa to 
Montreal in- the opening 
round of die NHL playoffs. 
No team, however, lost more 

MHI Hatomi"*" 

than the St Louis Blues. 
Their star goaltender, Grant 
Fuhr, suffered a season-end- 
ing knee injury Thursday . 
night in die Blues’ 5-4 over- 
time loss to Toronto, which 
evened the best-of-7 series at 
one apiece. 

Fuhr was injured when de- 
fenseman Orris Pmngw 
cross-checked Nick Kypreos - 
into him and bis leg got twis- 
ted in a- tangle- of bodies as 

tbeBhies 

blamed Kypreos, the Toronto 
forward said he was inno- 
cent 

LfflMnina 2» Fbm 1 At 

Philadelphia, Brian Bellows 
^scored the winning goal 
Against the injury-plagued 
Flyers at 9:05 of : overtime. 
Bellows beat goalie Ron Hex- 
tall with an 18-foot slap shot 
from Just inside the right 
faceofr circle. Li ghtning 
goalie Daren Puppa, who 
made 25 saves; came up with 
several lag stems in overtime. 
Philadelphia forwards John 
LeClair, Joel Otto and John 
Druce were injured daring the 
game and their status for 
Game 3 is uncertain. The 


teams are tied at 1 apiece. 

CanwSatta s, Ringm a At 
. New York, Vincent Damph- 
ousse again scored , the key 
goal — his second of the 
game — with 3:26 left After 
die Rangers scored three 
straight tones to tie it on Ulf 
Sanauelsson’s goal with 7:43 
remaining, the r!anwriiy»ng 
moved a h ea d bn a two-man 
rush , by Dampbousse ppH 
Mark Recdri, who set up 
Damphoosse with a terrific 
.-pass- from behind the goal 
line. Mark Bureau added an 
empty setter for Montreal 
with six seconds left D amph - 
ousse scored twice in Game 1, 
including the winner in over- 
time. Gaines 3 and 4 will be 
_ played in Montreal , where die 
Canadians are 17- 1-3 in their 
last 21 games ngainst the 
Rangers. Montreal is 2-0 in : 
the playoff series. 

Canuck* 3, AratanohaA At 
Denver, Vancouver rookie 
goaltender Corey Hirsch . 
settled down after a shaky 
start. Hirsch, malting Ms first 
playoff start in place of Kirk 
McLean, gave up three first- 
period goals but steadied 
himself in -the final 50 
minutes. Gino Odjpck, who 
didn’t have a point in 22 pre- 
vious playoff games, served 
two goals for the Canucks. .. 
Hirsch finished with 28 saves 
after giving up three goals oh 
five shots in die. first 10 
minutes. PatrickRoy^playing 
in Ms 116th playoff game, 
had 24 saves for Colorado. 
The series is even at 1-1. 



m Frank Cmm/Tbr AMcrutrd ftru 

Blues goalie Grant Fuhr sprawled for the puck against Toronto. He suffered a season-ending injury in the ^»np, 

Nebraska Second-Stringer Killed in Air Crash 


The Associated Press 

RAYMOND, Nebraska 
— Brook Bejringer, die 
lanky 22-year-old second- 
string quarterback who 
helped the University of 
Nebraska win national col- 


legiate football champion- 
ships in the past two seasons, 
was killed Thursday in an 
aircraft accident. 

He was was piloting a 
1946 Piper J-3 Cub when it 
crashed rear Lincoln. 


Also killed was his girl- 
friend’s 32-year-old brother, 
Tobey Lake of Aurora, Col- 
orado. 

Benin ger, who played be- 
hind starting quarterback 
Tommie Frazier, expected to 


be selected in the NFL draft 
this weekend He held a pi- 
lot’s license and often flew 
the plane, said Harry Barr, 
the plane’s owner. Berringer 
had flown the plane earlier 
this week. 


Scott Sets 6 3 9 Mark 


The Associated Press 

Dennis Scon made an 
NBA-record 1 1 three-pointers 
and Orlando won a franchise- 
record 58th game Thursday 
night with a 1 19-104 victory 
over the Atlanta Hawks. 

Scott, who made 1 1 of 17 
from long range and finished 
with 35 points, tied the record 
of 10 treys — held by three 

different players, including 
teammate Brian Shaw — 
with 9:28 remaining. He re- 
ceived a standing ovation 
from a crowd of 17.248 when 
be Moke the mark a few 
minutes later. 

Shaqirille O’Neal had 22 
points and 14 rebounds for the 
Magic, which built a 20-point 
lead in the first quarter and 
were never seriously 
threatened the rest of the way. 
Craig Ehlo led Atlanta with 20 
points. 

Cm*Bw*92,Knieks77The 

Cleveland Cavaliers en- 
hanced their chances for the 
home co art advantage in the 
first round of the playoffs 
with the victory. Cleveland 
and New York are each 46- 
34, bur Cleveland holds the 
tiebreaker advantage. 

Bobby Philis had 17 points 
and 1 1 assists for the Cava- 
liers. Patrick Ewing led New 
York with 18 points and nine 
rebounds. 

Buck* 111, Hornets 103 

Glenn Robinson had 23 
points and rookie Shawn Re- 
spert had a career-high 20 as 
Milwaukee further damaged 
Charlotte’s playoff hopes. 
Glen Rice had 29 points and 


Kenny Anderson 28 for the 
Hornets, who fell one game 
behind Miami in the battle for 
the eighth and final playoff 
spot in the Eastern Confer- 
ence. Each ream has two 
games Jell. 

Bull* IIO, Piston* 79 Mi- 
chael Jordan got some rest 
and he also got 30 points as 
the Bulls improved to 71-9. 

Jordan played 24 minutes, 
sitting down for good with 
2:27 left in the third quarter. 
He made 11 of 18 shots, in- 
cluding 4-of-5 three-pointers. 

UaMricks 133, Nugget* 99 

Jim Jackson hit four three- 
pointers in the third quarter as 
Dallas won in its final home 
game of the season. 

Jackson led Dallas with 25 
points, followed by George 
McCloud with 23 and Jason 
Kidd with 19. 

Rockets 115, dippers 107 

Hakeem Olajuwon scored 35 
points and moved within two 
blocks of Kareem Abdul Jab- 
bar’s NBA career record. 
Olajuwon, who had three 
blocks in the game, has 3,1 87 
in his career. 

Spun 103, Laker* ioo Dav- 
id Robinson scored 29 points 
and Sean Elliott added 23 as 
San Antonio came back after 
trailing by as much as 21 
points in the third quarter. A 
field goal by Elliott put the 
Spurs ahead for good at 101- 
100 with 54.7 seconds left. 
Robinson followed with two 
free throws. 

Jazz 94, Grizzlies 79 Karl 
Malone scored 26 points as 
Utah finished Vancouver's 
inaugural season at home with 
a loss. Jeff Homacek bad 16 
points. 



Scoreboard 


Major League Standcnos 
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New York 

6 
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Seattle 

12 

4 
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10 

4 

714 

1 


CaRtomia 

7 

8 

M 7 

4H 

— . — - 
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9 
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5 

11 
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QndrmaH 

8 
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Son Diego 

10 

5 
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Lositeigete* 

8 

6. 

8 

8 

500 
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Bostea M aw 31*— It It 1 

Botttawce Hi WT 129—7 17 1 
Moyer, Pennington (6), Moddux (7h 
Battuta (71, Stanton BO. Stoamb W and 
StoriOK Musshro. Orosco 0>, J. !»■» TO 
and Hates. W-Moytt 2-1. L-MrashaH. 
5v— Stoaimb CO. HRt-Bosteb MAAm^ni 
CO. Stanley 0). Battmara, By-Anderson to, 
R. Palmeiro (4). 


Mhatot 112 MS *n— 8 l 1 

Karas aty 000 BIO 010-3 9 2 

Sports. WMMnder IB), Fatten ff) and 
UteGublaroT. Oort ®,Grtmgerf9) and 
Fasano. W— Sport* 1-2. L-Gutfczn, 1-1 
HR*— MImul. Settlor (SJ, G. 1 Vmighn tO. 
Detroit 101 tit 0Ot— 3 12 I 

Setose OW 010 ter— 11 12 0 

Soteroky, Christopher GO. M. Myw 9), 
Br.WWana CB) aid Flaherty; Bari* Hurtado 
DO and D. Wfisoa. W-Bobe, Ml 
L — S odwreky, 1-1. Sv— Hurtado (1>. 
HRsr-Oefi, Flyman ft). Serttfe EMortlnez 
CZk Buhner C3L A Rodlfgue^Q). . 
Tteteto MB 382 DM— < 9 2 

CoManto ' 510 180 Ua-9 13 2 

Mm* Caste (5L Dtodree ® and Sl 
M a rtines 5anderwn..FnJhwlrtb (4 )l Junta 
(ftrPenJMfCH aid Ftrtmgas.W-Jaro«3- 

1. L— Mm 0-Z Sv-Penfm M. 
HR*— Toronto, Carter G>. Ctttt. Aitas 0). 

; MmnuL lcmsje 
WM tUrOS 2B1 3M Mt-t 13 B 

5t loafs 010 MB 100—2 5 t 

Wagnea- Utbar 80, Ctafattansan CBS, . 
" Alkeff M 'and Kendatt Stafflewy i* Foxsas 
C4),Pdniitf(B}andBonfc».W— Wagne&J-O. 
L— Stoffleaiyie, 1-1. HR*— PMsbutfi. 
Morfln to, Merced □). St Loud. Gaefll (2). 
SaaFradsos 012 020 OM-4 12 4 

Odcagi. 500 0t2 M*-7 14 1 

VtotLandtaghaav Dewey (6h Barton M. 
Jute 00 and Decker Q iste . Pom CO. 
Pattern <Bl. Wendafi TfO mi Santos. 
W- P OW g. 1-0. L— VtatUMKltaghant, 0-1 
Sv— W oodeH CD. HR*— San fta tta 
WBOaanm, Bonds W. 

Fhrtdn 101 21B 00B-5 9 1 

AtWta “. ‘ BM BOB 100-3 8 1 

Hammond. P awsO 00, Nen (9) and C. 
JotUMvGkNta* donlz Ml MdWkhato (7h 
BfckcH CB) and J. Lopez. W— Hammond, 1- 

2. L-Gtavtae, 1-3L Sv-Nen O). 

HRs— Ftortda. Sheffield (AC, Johnson (1). 
PMtartotoMa lit 882 *14-0 11 1 

Mankato 111 08 030-8 12 1 

Mk-WWams. Fray C5), Bortand (6), Ltoper 
00. BtotaSca (S3 and Ueherittto: Router, 
Manuel Ui, Daal (7), Dyer CBJ. Rtoa* W. 
Pacheco (9) and 0. Heteter. W — BoftaDco, 
1-0. L-Rn|M, M. HR^-PtflodtopWaZtoto 
2 CO. Sartlago (<0. Monfrwd, An*ws O). 


Japanese Leaques 


W L T PCI GB 
Yokohama 9 3 0 750 — 

anmkM 6 6 0 SOD 3 

HkasHrna 6 6 0 S» 3 

Ybfcutt 6 6 0 50Q 3 

Yarohvl 4 6 0 MD A 

Hanshfal 4 8 0 333 5 

nttwiimm 
YakohamoA Q>ankM3 
Hiroshima 7, Yokud 2 
Kanzhta vs. Yomknf, ppd, rain 
PBCBKUMOi 

W L T Pet GB 
Nippon Ham 10 4 0 JU — 

JOtotoBl 9 4 0 m K 

LaOt • 8 3 0 .500 3 

Oita 8 8 0 .500 3 

Date 6 9 0 .400 4V4 


N-Utah 

54 

27 

567 

5 

x-Hwston 

47 

34 

580 

12 

Denver 

34 

46 

425 

Z4Vi 

AAinncsafa 

26 

54 

525 

32V4 

Date 

25 

55 

513 

33W 

VOncouvar 13 67 

MCFlCDraSON 

.163 

45)6 

z-Sotofte 

63 

17 

788 



x-J— A. LrAers 

51 

29 

538 

12 

N-Portkmd 

43 

37 

538 

20 

x-Phoenbc 

40 

40 

500 

23 

SacTumento 

38 

42 

ATS 

25 

Golden State 

36 

44 

AS0 

27 

ULCIppero 29 

iFcSndwd playoff spot 
y-cflndied dfedsfon 

52 
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34W 
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NBA Standings 


vnuwmcDmsMN 

w L Pet GB 
TOrtanda * 58 22 725 — 

X-NewYart 46 34 575 12 

Miami 41 39 513 17 

WlBKn g tan 39 41 488 19 

Boston . . _ .32 48 MO 26 

New Jersey 30 SB J3JS 28 

PHtadetoHo 17 63 213 41 

cam DftwwN 

»aHcogp 71 ‘ 9 SB — 

x-indtana so X JOS 21 

xOwtoand 46 34 .575 25 

X-DefroB 45 35 -563 26 

x-Mtarta 41 3i 2D 27 

aiarfono 40 40 JOO 31 

Milwaukee 25 a 213 46 

Toronto 20 60 2S& » 


Y-$an Antonio 


W L Pet GB 
59 22 J28 — 


woon c en tee ncalMe 

TMiinTHBnnn 

Attain 18 30 30 36-104 

Ortmda 36 32 0 2B-119 

A: Smith 8-14 2-4 ltt ENd 7-10 M 20. 0; 
Scott 12-20 0-0 as oitato 7-16 8-14 22. 
Reboai fc AHmitaSl (Longl6),Oitando50 
(ONeto 14). AMtata-. Atfanta 23 (Ehlo 53, 
Od. 32 (Grant 73. 

Mta o u te* N 32 28 23-111 

(Matte 31 Zt 25 35—183 

MiRltatasanS-14t62SRe*pert7-93-32D. 
O ISce 9-22 IB-12 29; Andemn TG13 44 2a 
tihemdi— MBwmkw 39 (Baker 9), 
Qta Hade 44 (Cetoer 9]. Assist*— MINnutate 
29 (Douglas 12X Chariatte 27 (Andeisefl 
10 ). 

BtowYHk 13 15 19 38-77 

Oetated 22 31 28 21— 93 

H.Y^ MaacnSB 34 \\ &tong B-151-2 la 
C PhBfc 6-11 3d 1» Brandon 6-15 6-7 20. 
Uton ote s New Yoric 47 (Ewing 9). 
Oesteond 38 (Htt ©. AsUsls— New YaA 18 
(Wart 51 Ctemtad 25 (Phtts 1 1). 

DtoraB 17 36 21 15-79 

Ghkaga 30 29 23 28—110 

tt Hl»tom 8-18 2-4 1* MBs 5-11 3-3 14. C; 
Jordan 11-18 44 At Kutoc 6-10 2-2 1& 
Itatel Detroit 45 (Rattfl 11). Chicago 
63 (Rodman 1®. Assisi*- Detroit 12 (Hinder 
7). Oriaiga 28 (Plppan BK 
Denver 16 37 29 26- 98 

Date 32 33 38 29-132 

D: MocLeai 9-18 1 1-15 29> McDyeas ^20 
OOIE D: McOoud 8-152-2 23: Jackson 9-1B 
34 25. D; R ebm ro te— 55 (McDyes* 11), 
Otolas 56 (Lwnnoraa, Wood IQ. 
Asstots— Denver 17 (Rose, Overton 4), 
Dote 30 (Kidd UD. 


LA. Capper* 32 28 27 20—107 

Huosta 29 26 29 31-115 

UU Vooghfl 1-17 1-2 24; RidxRdsan 6-11 
2-2 1EK- Otaj uwon 14-24 7-8 35, Cassed 5-12 
8-10 2a LA: Reboaads— 56 (Vhught 13). 
Houston 60 (Brown, OJatuwan B). Assist*— 
Lai Angeles 22 (Roget* 6). Houston 32 
(DtroderlO). 

ULLtoWS 35 28 29 8-IM 

5te Antonio 24 25 29 25—10 

LA: CampbHI 9-18911 27; Threat! 7-100- 
0 19. SA: ESMt 10-1734 21 Robinson 921 
11-14 29; AJahnson 915 44 2a LA: 
ffrOwaifr 42 (Dhnc TQ>, San Antonio 52 
(Penan 1 7). Astost*— Lot Angeles 28 (Dwac 
6L5an Antonio 19 (AJtomn 7). 

Utah 27 28 27 20— M 

VtcaaMi 34 28 14 21-79 

U: Malone 11-21 4-6 26; Horoacek 7-1044 
19. V: King 7-182-2 2U Murdock 5-12 2-2 12 
Ih Rebounds— 52 (Benoit tlL Vancouver 49 
(Nng 14). Assisi*— Utah 21 (Staddoa 9), 
Vancouver 22 (Scott 5). 


NHL Playoffs 


(BESTOP-7) 

THURSDAY'S REOULIV 
ItoapaBay 0 0 1 V- X 

Pk—tatoMa 1 8 0 8-1 

Fhst Period: P-Hawerobuk 2, (pp). TIM 
P w l ud. T-Stevanav 1 (Cultev Zarounert. 
Ove nk no L 1 T-BteBrovs 1 (HomrUk. Grtston). 
Skats on goat T- 45-12-5-26. P- 8-7-9 
6—26. GoaBaK T-Puppa. P- U ad a a 
Motorsto 2 1 2-5 

N.Y. Rangers ■ 1 3-3 

Hist Period: M-DonpheuaeL (sh). 2. M- 
RoaMl (DomptxxjsseWDde) (pp).Secood 
Peitett MOdeten 7 UCotaj) Csft). 6 New 
York, Mocrasso 1 (Kowdev, Beukafaoon). 
Third Period: New York Mamesso 2 
(S oro H eon . NemdUnm). 6 New York, 
Sonuelssen 1 IGrtms. Kmpwtsev). 7, M- 
Domphousse 4 [RecchJ. Popovid. a M- 
Buraoul (Damphousse) (en). Shots do goto: 
*9 1999-29. New York 19916-38. 
Sototes: M-ThBmdL New Yort. Richter. 

St Louis 12 18-4 

Tanada 3 0 11-5 

First Period: T-Oartner 1 (Wontar, 


Mutter). ZT-Oartl (Domi.QlnworJ.lSa_- 
Cbrson 2 (Kravchuk. Gretzky) (pp). 4 T- 
Sundln 2 (Gil moor). Second period: S.L- 
Hurttfy 1 (Twist AtocTavfstO. 6 S.L-Bmon 1 
(Noonan. MacTavtah) (sh). Third Period: 
&L- Hull 2 (Corona Kravchuk) (pp). & T- 
MuDer 1 (Murphy, Sdnektar) (pp). 
Omttate9, T-SimdlnS (GRmour, Sdaieidef) 
(pp). Shots an goto: SJ_- 12-1993-34. T- 
19912-1—39. Goodes: S-L-Fuhr, Casey. T- 
Potvta 

Vancouver 2 2 1—5 

Colorado 3 0 1-4 

First Period: C- Forsberg 3 (Kranensfcy. 
Gusarov). 2, V-Oddck 1 (Known, Bekmgwl. 
1 C- RJcd 1 (KruppL Keone). 4 V-Mogtny 1 
(Lurame. GeSnas). & C- Qzofinsh 2 (Young. 
Simon) (pp). Second Parted: V- Linden 1 
(CaunnaK HedioprU. 7, V-Getinae 1 (Undan, 
MogDny) (pp). Thhd Period: V-Odpdc 2 
(Romdng, Lmme). 9, C- Saklc 2 (Ksraensky, 
GtaaravJ. Shots on goat V- 19910—29. C- 
1 1-913-32. Goodes: V4tlroduC- Roy. 


Cuv> Winners’ Cup 


Parts St Germala 1, Deporthm Conte o 
Scorer. Potrtee Loko (58th admrto). 

(PSG wan 2-0 an aggregate). 

Rapd VktoM X Foyenooni o 
Scorers: Canton Jandcer (2nd, 32nd). 
Christton Stumpf (34th}. 

(Rapid ytermo wan 4-1 on aggregate). 


Dai losl Kansas C8y0 


Rfv*r Plate 2. Caracas FC 0 


Basie a Grasshoppers 2 
Neudiatei 1, Servette 1 

Stoni AorauO 
Sl Gal ton 1, Lucerne 0 


M TOKYO 

srotrs ouarteurnals 
P ete Sampras (1). UA. del. Guy Forget 
(10), France. 3-9 6-3, 64; Richey Reneborg, 


U9. det Michael Chang CD, UA, 64, 7-6(7- 
3); Merit Wbodtorde IS), Australia def. 
Thomas Enqvtsl O), Sweden. 64. 7-& Hen- 
drik D fO e fcrxum , Germarry, det. Richard Knr- 
Pcek (6), NeftirotaRds, 7-6 (7-5). 7-6 (97). 
WOHEN'BaUMTIEnHNALS 
Amy Frazier (3), U9. det Kknherty Pa 
U9. 6-3. 9ft Naoko Kqimuta Japan, def. 
Cortna Mfirnriu, U9.6ft 91 
SEIOFMALS 

KJmfto Date (1). Japan, del AI Sugfyamo 
(4). Japan, 91, 93. 

(MMUHOFM 

IN BARCELONA 
dUAirrmRMALS 

Jim Courier (23, LLS, deL 8-Tod d Atartin 
00. ILS.93L 7-6 (7-4); Thomas Muster 0), 
Austria, det. Frondsca Rolg, Spain. 91, 91; 
Mrocekt Rios (6), Ctffle, del Magnus Lore- 
son. Sweden, 99 91, 92; Cartas Maya. 
Spain, det. Attmto Berasategto (14). sptes 
9193. 


MAJUAII CUP RMAL 

SOUTH AFRICA TO. MDU 
PMIMer. IN SHMUAH. u XL 
South Africa Innings: 287-5 (SO overs) 
intta Innings; 2499 (SD overs) 

Restoh South Africa vnn the Sharydi Cup 
when they beat Indio by 38 runs. 


eiBimrAw I baou* 

ooston— T raded LHP Bryon EversgenMo 
Teams tar a Mayer to be named. Optioned 
RHP John Doherty to Pawtucket. IL 
pew YORK— Optioned C Jorge Pasadfl to 
Cokimbus.IL 

Texas — Assigned LHP Bryvi Eversgerd 
to Oklahoma CHy.AA Signed LHP John Shea 
and assigned him to Port Charlotte of the 
Florida State League. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ATLANTA— Put INF Mae Mordecnl on 15- 
day disabled fist RecoKed 2B Tony Graf- 
fonfno from Richmond. JL 
ST. uwts-Adhatod LHP Donovan Os- 
borne from 15-dov tended list. Optioned 


RHP Richard Batchetorto Louisville, AA. Ac- 
Bvated RHP Mart Peftovsek from 15-day 
dhabtadBsl 

SAM DIEOO— Activated INF Luts Lopez 
from 15-duy dbabled list. Pul OF Chris 
Gwyim an 15-doy tosabtad fi». retroactive to 
April 17. 

SAN FRANCISCO— Put Ss lam Batiste on 15- 
doy disabled fist. Recalled SS m Muefler 
from Phoenbu PCL 


WOIONAL. BASKETBALL ASSOCUHON 

new york— P ut F Charles Oakley an bi- 
iured lisLAclhntod F Ronnie Grandtaan ham 
InfurodlisL 

VANC0UV8B— Activated F Doug Edwards 
tram Inferred DsL Pui C Rich Manning on 
(toured 1st. 

rootuu 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAOUE 

ARiiONA — Reinstated DB Ben Smith from 
the reserve-left lisL Signed S Tony Janes to 1- 
year contract. 

auFFU*— Announced they will not mutch 
New England's contract after to LB Monty 
Brawn. 

otKASOT-RMigned DE M Fontenot and 
LB Myron Baker to l-yere contracts. 

Cincinnati— Terminated contract to CB 
Mike Brim otter he toned o physical. 

DEntOfr — Agreed to terms wtth S Bennie 
Blades on l-yearcontrad. 

new york— Signed DT Mike ChatedskL 

OAKLAND— Traded 2d-raund draft pick 
(No.46 oueralD to San Frandsco tor 2d- (Nol 
S7) and 4ih-round (No.124> ikaft picks. Trad- 
ed 2d-raund pick Mo. S7) to New England tar 
DT Pat Harlow. Signed Harlow to multiyear 
ramrod- Traded S Paridc Bales to Atlanta 
tar 1 906 2d-round draft pkk. 

JACKSONVILLE— Signed K Craig Fdyok. 

mew England— S igned LB Marty Brown 
to an offer sheet. Reinstated LB Todd Coffins 
to the raster. 

N.Y.GMMTS— Re-signed LB (Marcus Buck- 
ley. 

Philadelphia— Signed OL Steve Wal- 
lace, rb Vaughn Hebroa RB Derrick Wim- 
arspoon. TE Jimmie Johnson, TE Ed West 
and DT 5abasiion Barrie to 1 -year contact* 
end P Tom Hutton to 3-year contract. 

sr. louis — M atched Jacksonville offer 
sheet to CB Todd Lyght. 

Washington— Re-signed LB Teny Crews, 
Signed OB Brad Goebel and K Look Perez. 
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DAVE BARRY 


Snakes , Ferrets and Lobsters 


M IAMI — According toastory in die 
Fredericksburg, Virginia* Free 
Lance-Star, written by Keith Epps and 
sent in by alert reader Venecia Suns, this 
particular snaloe, a four-foot Burmese py- 
thon identified only as a “Spotsylvania 
County snake," was apprehended by an 
Alcoholic Beverage Control agent and 
the Spotsylvania Sheriff’s Office in con- 
nection with a liquor-store robbery. 

I am not, of course, suggesting here 
that the police thought the snake ROB- 
BED the store. They thought it drove the 
getaway car. 

No, seriously, the snake belonged to 
one of the suspects, and according to the 
story the police had received inform- 
ation that the snake had money from the 
robbery “stashed inside of it.” 

The story doesn’t say how a person 
would go about stashing money inside a 
snake, nor how this person would get the 
money back oul But for the record, most 
financial advisers do not recommend 
that you put your money into snakes. Let 
me add. from personal experience, that 
real estate is not such a hot investment, 
either. Some friends and I once put some 
money into a small apartment building, 
and we never did get it back oul What 
we got was a constant stream of tenant 
complaints, including every conceiv- 
able kind of toilet blockage and an in- 
festation of bats that made the local TV 
news. Looking back. I think we would 
have been better off with a snake. 


□ 


But getting back to “a Spotsylvania 
County snake": The police took it into 
custody (presumably in a handcuff) and 
held it without bail for a week, during 
which time they X-rayed it According to 
tire story the X-ray “revealed something 
suspicious inside the snake, bui police 
weren’t sure what it was.” It turned out to 
be snake poop, which — and this is 
exactly what is wrong with our society 
today, if you want my and Pat Buchan- 
an's opinion — is stQl legal in Virginia. 

At this point, you are saying: “Dave, 
no offense, but it is just SO typical of 
media scum like you to make a big deal 
about one snake who is connected to a 
liquor-store robbery, while totally ig- 
noring the millions of law-abiding, tax- 
paying snakes, not to mention ferrets." 

You make a strong point, which is 


why at this time I wish to present an 
inspiring story, which I am not making 
up. concerning a courageous ferret in 
Morton Grove. Illinois. According to an 
item from the Northbrook Star, alertly 
sent in by Jane Kolehmainen, police 
received an emergency 91 1 call from a 
home in Morton Grove; upon arriving 
on the scene, they broke into the home 
and discovered that the call had been 
mndp by a pet fezret named “Bandit.” 

Unfortunately, this did not turn out to 
be one of those heartwarming cases 
wherein a loyal and quick-thinking ferret, 
seeing that its master was having a heart 
attack, called police and then admin- 
istered snout-io-mouth resuscitation until 
help arrived. This was simply a case of 
Bandit, while walking around the house 
alone, stqjping on the telephone speed- 
dial button for 911. But tire point is that 
there COULD have been a medical prob- 
lem, and if there had been. Bandit would 
be a boro today. 

Speaking of crustaceans, time for a: 

LOBSTER UPDATE — I have been 
deeply gratified by tire tremendous out- 
pouring of letters from you readers sup- 
porting my courageous decision to come 
oul of the closet and state that I think 
lobsters are big insects. Some of you also 
sent me an alarming news item stating 
that researchers at Harvard Medical 
School are — I swear I'm not making 
this up, either — giving Prozac to lob- 
sters. The researchers say the drug 
“makes lobsters more docile, and less 
likely to snap when fished out of a tank at 
a restaurant." The article states that the 
researchers hope their work will ulti- 
mately benefit humans. This raises some 
alarming questions: 

1. Are there restaurants that keep 
humans in tanks? 

2. Are there humans forced to wear 
rubber bands on their hands? 

3. Do the restaurant owners claim that 
they taste “just like chicken”? 

I think that every concerned Amer- 
ican should telephone federal authorities 
at random until we get answers to these 
and other questions. I also think that, for 
the time being, we should all be ex- 
tremely cautious when we leave our 
homes. Remember “a Spotsylvania 
County snake" is our there somewhere. 
e/996 The Miami Herald 

Distributed by Tribune Media Services Inc. 


Soho Lite Remains Just Louche Enough 


International Herald Tribune 

L ondon — Soho, which i $ in- 
corrigible, is in the process of be- 
ing improved. Streets are safer, there 
are only about 30 sex shops as against 
163 in 1973, new restaurants such as 
Terence Conran's 700-seat Mezzo tri- 
umph in the color supplements, bou- 
tiques with names like Acupuncture 


SCARY BLUME 


sell used British fashions to Japanese 
tourists, and the German-boro head of 
London’s Manhattan Loft Corp- is rap- 
idly selling off the first luxury lofts in 
the area. Soho is fast becoming SoHo, 
or perhaps it is now Soho lice. 

Locals, while app lauding most of 
the changes, don’t want their neigh- 
borhood to lose its raffish character. 
Leslie Hardcasde, president of the 
Soho Society, pointing out that die first 
official mention of Soho in 1641 re- 
ferred to the arrest of a lewd woman 
named Anna Clerke, says, “A piece of 
Brewer Street was called Rogues' Acre 
in 1600 and you go out tonight and 
there will be a lor of rogues doing ter- 
rible things. So they've been doing it 
for 400 years in the same bit of road 
which I think is really interesting.” 

The old writers' and artists' pubs 
have faded to be replaced by media 
clubs of which the Groucho is the most 
sought after, with a waiting list of 130 
trying to elbow their way to its famous 
bar. Most of the 3,000 members are in 
the arts and entertainment, with their 
favorite psychiatrists, wine merchants 
and restaurateurs filling in the list. 
Only about 40 percent of applicants get 
past the membership committee and 
among those who do there is die oc- 
casional problem case who brawls or 
sets fire to another member. 

“If you call yourself the Grouciho 
Club you have to have some oddballs 
and difficult people,’’ the managing di- 
rector, Tony Mackintosh, temperately 
observes. “It is our job once we have 
accepted a member to accept their ec- 
centricities.” 

The club's most stringent rule is 
against the use of mobile telephones 
and its chief activity is networking. It is 
a companionable place where even a 
stranger at the bar is likely to get a brief 



DnUSaeonatT 


friendly smile (.who knows, be or she 
might be somebody) and Mackintosh 
and his general manager, Mary Lou 
Stunidge, offer a series of dub din- 
ners, concern (Stunidge sings country 
and western), trips to the dog races and 
a dub cricket team. Birthday parties 
from Madonna's 29th to Martha GeU- 
hom’s 85th, are held there, as well as 
book-signings, product launches, cast- 
ingsessions, christenings and wakes. 

The Groucho opened in May 1985, 

approa^^i^Mackiiitosh witifa project 
for a club thaL unlike the Garrick, would 
accept women members. They knew 
they wanted it to be called die Groucho 
(after the great man’s remark that he 
would never wad to jom a dub that 
would have him as a member) and also 
bad in mind Jacuzzis, a bode shop and 
other ideas that Mackintosh extin- 
guished in favor of the cozy, laid back 
warren-like decor that works so welL 

Mackintosh, bom into the toffee and 


chocolate family and with a degree in 
politics and economics, had already 
proved a prescient club and restaurant 
owner, starting with DingwaDs in 
Camden Lock, London’s fust live mu- 
sic bar, and then moving on to the 
elegant ’30s style Zanzibar in Covenl 
Garden, which he ran from 1975-85. 

Instinctively, be knew Soho was die 
right site for the Groucho, locatedrn the 
heart of the RnffatahrmRnt and pub- 
lishing industry axui with depressed red 
estate prices because it had recently 
been declared a conservation area. 

■ Hie fn cmri a finding Italian maainant 

on Dean Street for £425,000. The prop- 
erty, expanded to celebrate the club’s 
10th anniversary last May, is valued at 
just under £4 mini on today. Shares, 
which cost tire original investors about 
15 penes, arc Qowwocfh 90 pence and at. 
leak one broker’s advice on the 
Groucho, which is publicly held com- 
pany, is Buy. 

Iho strip chib which was across the 


street has gone but there is Sill one on 
the corner. “One of die things about 
Sdbo is that it has survived the horrid 
70s when ff was threatened to be over- 
run by every nationality's mafia. Even a 
reasonably streetwise person like my- 
self would have gone elsewhere." 
Mackintosh says. “Now it ispresesved, 
the only part of central London that 
is.” 

Tbe opening of rival restaurants is all 
tothe good, Mackintosh says. ‘•'Die last 
thing ymt want isaH die lights going off 
about you." He feels die same way 
about Groucho-inspixed new dubs 
such as the Union or Soho HouseSoho 
House, m property owned by astrip 
dub tycoon, differs from the Groucho j 
in offering valet parking, a creche and 1 
nanny, a flossy decor and an urgent 
dedication to celebrity-watching. 

“We like to think our members are 
not wannabes or has- 
beens.” says Matthew Hooberman of 
the House, as it is known. Activities 
include singles parties, prerelease film 
screenings, and a members* yacht at 
tbe forthcoming Canoes film festival.. 

Iflhe entire West End, of which Soho 
is the center, is Hndsrgoiug a restaurant, 
w n i w rammesit and shopping boom, 
Soho has specifically benefited from 
the growth of caffe, many of them gay. 
“The bad thing is there are a lot of 


v- 



is mar da* area is a lot safer than .when 
we opened because there are so many 
people around," Mackintosh says. 

Leslie Hardcasde of the Soho Sockay 
agrees that if small tradesmen are being 
driven air by rising real estate prices, 
the gay community, locally referred to 
as Boys Town, is a plus in driving out 


still 


it“We had the most wonderful pan- 
tomime winch the local people put on, 
Aladdin with three fairy godmothers 
wearing dresses from Madame. Jojo’s. 
die transvestite club down tire sneer.” 
aarified or even yuppified, Soho is 
an int eres tin g ana entertaining 
Hardcasde says. “I think any- 
j goes m Soho, as long as there’s not 
too much, of it.” One of &e long-stand- 
ing givens of Soho is that it is a bit 
louche. 

“Absolutely,” Mackintosh says. 
“And one wouldn't want it changed." 
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‘Showgirls 9 Bombed? No Matter, Repackage! 


By Paula Span 

Washington Post Service 


N EW YORK — So, who shows up 
for a midnight screening of the 
most scorned motion picture in recent 
history, “Showgiris”? Actually, all 
sorts of people, at least here in die East 
Village. 

Like Gaire Castle — she's the one 
with the gold glitter spirit-gummed 
around her eyes — and seven other New 
York University film and TV students, 
who claim that watching “Showgirls" 
on video is a regular ritual. "It rep- 
resents everything that's terrible in the 
world of film, and we love it," Castle 
announced, leading her posse into the 
Village East Cinema. 

Like Laura Van Alst, who was sitting 
in the second row in an orange feather 


boa and rhinestone-dotted eyebrows, 
declaring that “I feel a spiritual con- 
nection with anyone from Vegas.” 

Like Bob McGuire — back for tbe 
third time! — who pronounced the NC- 
17 sleaze-fest “a classic, an erotic epic. 
To the ’90s what ‘Mommie Dearest' 
was to the ’80s." 

Plus a hired crew of drag queens, led 
by the towering, green-haired Winona, 
whose job was to enact scenes up front 
and encourage the audience to scream 
catty insults at the screen (no coaching 
necessary, as it turned out). 

You lave to give the people at United 
Artists credit for chutzpah in marketing. 
Stuck with an absolute stinker — one tbit 
cost a reported $40 million to make but 
generated only $20 million — they 
figured they’d pull a “Rocky Horror 


Picture Show” and turn their bomb into a 


cult favorite. “Rocky Honor,” an utter 
flop in 1975, has been drawing midnight 
audiences ever since. At one point it 
appeared in 375 theaters each weekend: 
it’s still regularly soeened at 61. And it’s 
grossed mare than $109 million. 

All without ever winning a single 
Golden Raspberry Award, because the 
Razzies, which honor the ghastliest 
movies and performances of the year, 
weren't awarded until 1979. Whereas 
“Showgiris," a drama about a lap dan- 
cer with dreams, won a record seven 
Razzies. Not only was it judged (by the 
members of something called the 
Golden Raspberry Award Foundation) 
the worst picture of 1995, featuring the 
worst director (Paul Verhoeven) and 
writer (Joe Eszterhas), but star Eliza- 
beth Berkley won two awards: worst 
actress and worst new star. 


H E was supposed to be in Cuba, or 
Canada, or Costa Rica, or a resort 
on Paradise Island, or a walled com- 
pound in central Mexico. For more man 
a year, reporters have chased yachts. 

climbed mo untains, ca sed a par tment 

buildings, and flown halfway around 
the world to try to find him, but former 
President Carlos Salinas de Gortari 
of Mexico has been hard to find. Until 
this week, when be showed up in New 
York wearing a navy blue trench coat 
and an impish smile to attend tbe animal 
meeting of Dow Jones & Co., of winch 
he is a director. Satinas, whose where- 
abouts have been amystery since he was 
hounded out of Mexico last year by 
political opponents and public outrage, 
told a Mexican reporter "I live in Ire- 
land with my family.” When asked 
about reports of his global ramblings, 
Salinas reportedly ronled and said: 
“You know how reporters are.” 
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Forecast for Sunday through Tuesday, as provided by Accu Weather. 



North America 
Showore and thunder- 
storms win move through 
New York City and Wash- 
ington, O.C.. Sunday Into 
Monday; Tuesday win be 
dry and ptsseant Toronto 
and Chicago will have a 


Mel spel ol chffly weather. 

‘ • ana showers 


Gusty winds 
wil atleef Seattle. Portland 
and Vancouver. 


Europe 

Dry, warm weather will 
reach tram Daly northward 
through Poland. Germany 
w9 be warm with scattered 
showers. More numerous 
showers and some thun- 
derstorms will occur in 
Prance. Spain and Portu- 
gal. England wd turn rainy 
and windy. Turkey will 
have rain and mountain 


Asia 

Tokyo. Osaka and Seoul 
wU turn rather windy and 
mild with scattered show- 
ers and thunderstorms. 
Beijing wHI be warm with 
showers on occasion. 
Shanghai wU be dry (or the 
most pad with seasonable 
temperatures. Hong Kong 
and Singapore will be 
muggy with a thunder- 
shower or two. 
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North America 


Brad Pitt, Robert Bedford, Ellen 
DeGeneres, Brett Butler and Sean 
Connery share the wont jobs they ever 
had in tbe May issue of Cosmopolitan 
magazine. Pitt dropped out of college 
wife dreams of becoming a rock star. 
“Instead, I wound up in a giant chicken 
costume, making clucking sounds, trying 
to lure customers" into a fast-food chick- 
en restaurant. Redford said he was fired 
from one of his first jobs as a super- 
market bagger “because I couldn't stuff 
groceries mto a bag." DeGeneres once 
worked as an oyster shucker, and Con- 
nery briefly polished coffins for a living. 
Buffer was an insult-hurting waitress, 
which paid off when a customer invited 
her to perform in his comedy clubs. 
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APRIL WEDDING — ■ Tbe actor Tony Randan, 76, kissing his new wife. 
Heather Hariand, after their marriage ceremony at New York City HalL 


was currently a member of the company 
and the touring troupe was violating the 
Bolshoi Ballet’s registered trademark. 
A spokesman for the tour’s UJ5. man- 
agement company said tbe controversy 
appeared to involve internal politics at 
the Bolshoi in Moscow. 
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Harry Connick Jr. and his wife, Jill, 
are die parents of a baby girl, Georgia. 
Tatom Connick, bom at a New York 
area hospital. She is the first child for the 
singer and the model. 
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An official with the Moscow-based 
Bolshoi Theater says a troupe touring 
the United States has no dancers cur- 
rently affiliated with the world- 
renowned dance company. Vladimir 
Shishmolkin, head of the theater’s in- 
ternational department, in a . letter to 
Dance magazine said none of the dan- 
cers in “Stars of the Bolshoi Ballet” 


A fan club is pushing for a stamp 
memorializing Henry Fonda, with the 
support of the actor's family arid famous 
friends. Jimmy Stewart, Jack Lem- 
mon, Eva Marie Saint and scar Peter 
Fonda have written to the U.S. Postal 
Service asking that a commemorative 
stamp be issued, said Ruth McCauley, 
vice president of Friends of Fo nda 


a gag clause as part of a £2 million 
divorce settlement with Prince An- 
drew. The Daily Mail, whose reporter 
Richard Kay is reportedly a confidant 
of the duchess ’ s sister- in-1 aw Princess 
Diana, said royal officials bad insisted 
on the clause despite a verbal pledge 
from the duchess thar she would never 
write steamy “kiss and tell” memoirs. 
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Seven years in the m aking . “Lin- 
coln" won the $40,000 Lincoln Prize 
far two-time Pulitzer Prize winner Dav- 
id Herbert Donald. The Lincoln Pri&r 
was founded by Lewis Lehrman and 
Richard Gildner,.two New. Yorkers 
who have a long-standing interest in 
Lincoln and the Civil War. 


The Duchess of York has agreed not 
to write a ‘ ‘kiss and tell' ’ autobiography 
to clear her debts, British tabloids re- 
port. The duchess is said to be up to £3 
million ($4.5 million) in debt and 
Queen Elizabeth has refused to bail her 
OUL The tabloids say the duchess signed 
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The artist formerly known as Prince 
is overhauling his Paisley Phrk recording 
stud ios, and has laid off most staff mem- 
bers. The multimedia complex will be 
closed during renovations and reopen in 
mid-Jane, the pop star’s publicist saicL 
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